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No Admission after 6.40 p.m. SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2xp. 


MRS. M. H. WALLIS. Atllam. ... i IS -- ... Service for Our Fallen Heroes 
! December 9th.—Mr. Robert King | At 6.50 p.m. - T — x Mas. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH, 
.. Welcome to all. Admission Free. Collection. Inspirational Addr: 


Steinway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge's. Oxford St., Healing Service after the Evening 
andfive minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. Every Wedaesday, at 330 and 730 p.m., L 
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E TUBSCRIBERS.. TGN W. T. STEAD BORDERLAND LIBRARY & BUREAU, 
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he war, all copies to neutral countries are now being sent PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND 
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library Soldiers specially invited. Apply Hon. Beo. 
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Jooks by J. Hewat McKenzie.“ Spirit Inter- 
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“(\urative Suggestion,” by Robert Mellau. 

Explains how hypnotic suggestion nota, with evidence showing 
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as Insomnia, Neuraathenia, &o,; free by pont from the author, 
‘Hegent House, Kogont-stroot, London, W. 1, and Croydon, 


IGEI: Decent 


Co., 30, St. Ann Street, 


, 1917 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 


LiwiTED BY GUARANTEE, AND NOT HAVING A ÜAPITAL 


INTO MHAREA, 
Established 18584, 


By the Memorandum of Association the Members are Prohibi 

Mibi 

from receiving any personal benefit, by way of profit, from the ine 
or property of the Society, T" 


Divi * 
b 


Incorporated 1996, 


Presidents in Spirit Life, 
W. Srainton Moses AND E, Dawson Rooens, 


MEMBERS OF COUNCIL, 

Vicg-ApMIRAL W. Usnonne Moons, } y , , 

Henny WITHALL, j Vice Presidents 
Mun. W. P. Browne. E. T. Vows, LL. I., DA, 
Mns, Fronence M, FINLAY, D. Rooxna, b 
Davin Gow. E. R. Senoco.p SKERA, 
H, Ensrst HONT W. KexserT Grins, 
Mus, Caruenine E. LUCKING, II. BIDEN STERLE 
W. R. Moones. F. W. TucnsrAN, M. A. 

This Alliance ha^ been formed for the purpose of affording inform 
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Social Gatherings are also held from time to time, Mom ben tn 
admitted free to the Tuesday afternoon seances for illustration of 
clairvoyance, and both Membera and A are admitted fru y 
the Friday afternoon meetings for ‘Talks with a Spirit Conteg“ 
and to the meetings on Thursday, all of which are held at ty 
rooms occupied at the above address. 

Rooms are occupied at the above address, where Memben w4 
Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of paychio pis 
nomena, and classes for psychical self-culture, free and otherwise, ndi, 
of which is given from time to time in Licut, and where they a 
read the special journals and use the library of works on Payohical u 
Occult Science. The reading-room is open daily to Members and Am 
cintes from 10 to 6 (Saturdays excepted). 

A Circulating Library, consisting of nearly three thousand works 
devoted to all phases of Spiritual and Psychical Research, Science, and 
Philosophy, ia at the disposal of all Members and Associates of the 
Alliance. Members are entitled to three books at & time, Amocista 
one. Members who reside outside the London postal area can lam 
books sent to them free of charge, but must return them carriage paid, 

The subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate of om 
guinea, and of Associates at half.a-guinea, per annum. A m 
of £1 118, 6d, by Members or £1 1s. id by Associates, will entitle mb 
soribers to a copy of Ligur for & year, post free. Inquire 
wishing to obtain books from the Library without joining the Allisnm 
may do so at the same rates of subscription. 

nformation will be gladly afforded by the Secretary, at the Rooms, 
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own Facts, 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


— The war seems ever with us; it is as though the plague 
wwe never to be stayed, But our faith in the eternal 
idence of things remains unshaken, Obviously some 
wt Obstruction to the course of human evolution had to 
met and shattered, and that obstruction was clearly 
2 gh the self-conscious, deliberate materialism of a race 
which, intellectually strong and efficient but spiritually 
veloped, set iteelf to establish the standard of brute 
gth ns against moral principle. That was never the 


the reat of civilisation in that respect and deliberately 
warding the spiritual evolution of humanity. In some 


wmetimes a degree of stupidity that needed to be scourged 


into intelligent action. The storm that is upon us bids fair 


‘to shake down all the rotten fruit in the orchard of life. 
There is a searching wind abroad designed to harass the 
sluggish and uneager blood of the dullard and the decadent, 
Small doubt but that the flail will continue to descend till 
the work is done, Matter grows increasingly ductile 
under the flagellation. That, too, is part of the purpose. 
The great chastening will leave us with clearer vision and 
finer aims. It is hard to believe that all this ruin and 
“wreck, this pollution of all the old shrines and altars, will 
"leave youth undimmed and beauty undefiled," but such 
h our faith, There are sanctuaries the spoilers cannot 
ach, He can shatter the caskets but their essences eternally 
oude him. It is not a matter for words, however full, 
round and rosente, It calls for the active spirit, the alert 
mind, strong, positive and comprehending. Lo see our way 
ahead clearly is half the task of pursuing it, 


“Letters from Roy; or, The Spirit Voice,” by Leon II. 
Stevens, is n little volume which reaches us from America 
(Christopher Publishing House, Boston, price 1dol, post 
ngo 10 cents). It is a story of communications received by 
means of a ouija-board from Leroy Sylvan Stevens, a young 
‘man of twenty-one, who passed away in March, 1916, and 
‘ja written in that simple homely style which is often more 
convincing than an elaborate literary diction. It accords 
very closely with many other experiences published of late 
years in depicting the naturalness of the life beyond ~a 
feature which, by the way, proves such a rock of offence to 
those who pin their faith to supernaturalism, The boy's 
mother, it seems, had always been n firm beliover in the 
continued life of her departed son, and the first messages 
seem (tho book does not make this point clear) to have been 


received by mental impression. Later it was decided to 
obtain a ouija to discover if it were possible to communicate 
with anyone on the other side through that means.” The 
result proved almost immediately successful. Messages 
came through, brief at first, but afterwards long connected 
communications, affording full proof of identity and active 
consciousness on the part of the communicator. To an 
account of these with a running commentary of explanation 
practically the whole of the book is devoted. There is 
a quantity of evidential matter similar to that narrated in 
the experiences of Rachel" given in our pages, and, indeed, 
the cases are much alike, The book throughout rings true; 
it should prove, as its author hopes, a comfort to many 
bereaved parents, and incidentally form another link in the 
great chain of evidences, 


Now and again some friend will tell us of an article 
which, having written, he would like to contribute to 
Liaur but for the fact that it was written for the un- 
initiated and he does not want to ` preach to the converted.“ 
In other days this would have been a valid reason, but to- 
day Liour comes under the eyes of many persons who 
know little or nothing of our subject, and in some cases 
derive their first impression of it from these pages, 
Apart from this, many readers find their vocation in speak- 
ing or writing on the subject for those outside the gates,” 
and such articles may afford them useful hints regarding 
the questions which trouble inquirers and the best methods 
of dealing with them. Consequently we do not grudge a 
little space to matters which, for more advanced students, 
are of no especial interest. We are only inclined to draw 
the line at contributions of the primer class grade, for we 
want, concurrently with due attention to the difficulties 
felt by intelligent investigators, to maintain a continual 
advance. Moreover, it is an excellent thing to leave some 
questions to be mastered by people themselves by reflection 
and experience, And there is a class of very tiresome people, 
as we observe by the correspondence on Spiritualism in the 
lay Press, who appear to ask questions out of what 
an American would call " pure eussedness," There is no 
genuine desire for information behind these questions. 
They are obviously put merely to annoy those who support 
the "spirit hypothesis.” When they are answered, the 
objector proceeds at once either to carp at the answers, or 
to invent fresh questions of the kind that in legal circles 
is aptly described as " frivolous and vexatious.” 
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has accumulated since the bool 
that there recorded But the stre ind anxiety to communi 
cate has subsided, The wish to give evidence remains, but 
now that the fact of survival and happy employment " 


978 
| 
" , I" [ 8 IR VAI. Q Have you had further « lence since the book Wi 
RAYMOND AND URVIVAL published 
f ANSWERS TO QUESTION A. Yes, indeed metimes we think the evidence whid 
cn was written is even better tha 


By Sm Ork LODGE 


So many inquirers have bombarded me with questions sine: 


the publication of my recent book, and so many of those ques- established, the communications are. placid—like an occasional 
tions take a similar form, or deal with the same kind of objec- letter home, 
tions, that it may be well to reply to them in a general manner, Q. Does it seem to you that people in general can expect to 
in order to remove some difficulties and contribute to a clearer l€C€lVe Messages and derive comfort in this way h , 
; : : i A. I hope that in time, when the possibility is recognised 
understanding of the subject. I will therefore proceed forth- LUPA EP Wing of religion, pen A 
ages to assure them of the well 


individual and specific mess 
addressed to me:— being of their loved ones, They will, I hope, be able to fel 
assured that what has been proved true of a few must be tme 


with to answer the questions which in various forms have been 


7 Q. Has the book which you bronght out last ns Exe eee l circumstances; M 
Raymond ; or, Life and Death,” been found a help to many hoped that they will be able to receive help and comfort anda 
bereaved peoplo ? . ense of communion through their ow wors, in peaceful 
A. Lam thankful to say that it has, for mainly to that end 5 55 or a ge a. 5 dm bis n i i P 
it was written, It seems only fair that a family which has re- times, wit i0ut strain or special effort and without vicanous 

ceived comfort from a subject at first investigated purely from mediation. S 
the scientific standpoint should be disposed to pass the informa- Q. Is the power, or sensitiveness, or whatever it ought t 
tion on to others in like case, be called, at all likely to be common ? 

Q. I remember that the book was favourably reviewed in the A. A good deal commoner than people think, I anticipate 
“Observer” by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, but what sort of re- that in most large families there will be found one member who 
ception has it met with in clerical circles ? may be able to help others to some sort of experience or knor- 

A, Oh, mixed, as might be expected. Some of the clergy ledge in this direction. 
have preached on it sympathetically, others have treated it in a Q. But can these amateur experiences be depended on? 
hostile spirit. Considering the puzzling character of the book, A, You mean that even on the hypothesis of complete 
Tam not surprised, honesty there may be self-deception, especially when emotions 

Q. I should like to ask a few questions, not exactly from the are tightly strung? I agree that evidence cannot thus be forth- 
hostile but rather from the religious point of view, for I am 
beginning to be interested in these new avenues of approach. 

A, I shall be glad to answer. To get the real meaning out 
of such a book needs a good deal of study. Some people seem 
to have formed their opinions without reading it, on the 
strength of a review or from disconnected extracts, proper, 

Q. The Bishop of Chichester has said that you do not Q. Surely the possibility must first be scientifically estab- 
recommend people to read or heed the book, lished apart from emotional considerations ? 

A, I do not think he can have said that, because it is A. Most certainly, elaborate proof is necessary at first- 
not true, as it has been in many now recognised and familiar things, such 

Q. Ho was reported as saying that. as the position of the earth in the solar system—but when 

A, Ob, that is different, But I suppose he must have said onze a fact or doctrine is generally accepted, people settle down 
something like it. in agceptance and enjoyment of the general belief, without each 

O. What possible ground could he have had for such a striving after exceptional experience for himself, The inertia of 
statement ? the human mind, and of the body politic, is considerable; right 

A, Only that I do not recommend all sorts of people to visit beliefs take time to enter, and wrong beliefs take time to dis- 
mediums or try to investigate the subject for themselves, If appear; but periods of anxiety and doubt and controversy do 
they do, it must be on their own responsibility. When sane not last as a permanent condition. ‘They represent a phase 
people desire, on sound and good motives and in a reasonable through which we have to go. 
spirit, to gain first-hand experience, in the hope of thereby Q. I see that Lord Halifax and other good people are so 
mitigating their sorrow, there are people who do their best to impressed with the ecclesiastical point of view that they call 
help them; but it is unwise to take the responsibility of urging every other attempt at communion “ diabolic,” Let me ask 
such a course upon an unknown stranger, And some should how do you know that you are not being deceived by devils? 
be dissuaded, A. This is not a scientific objection, but a sort of theo- 

Q. Have bereaved people been helped in this way who knew logical one. 
nothing of the subject beforehand ? Q. Yes, but surely your subject trenches on theological 

A, Yes a fair number, People in genuine distress have territory, and you may be prosecuted as a trespasser. 
gone with careful recommendation and instructions to a reput- A. True enough, I have no wish to shirk the ecclesiastical 
ablo medium, quite anonymously, and have got into touch point of view, It is indeed an important one, for the Church 
unmistakably with their departed, ‘This has happenedin some has great influence, Bot must claim that Science can payno 
noteworthy cases, ‘Tho result has been a considerable addition attention to ecclesiastical notice boards; we must examine 
to the bulk of cumulative evidence in favour of the genuineness wherever we ean, and I do not agree that any region of in- 
of the phenomenon ; and, incidentally, it has further demon- quiry ean be barred out by clerical authority. 
strated the powor of some of the mediums, who, normally (), Well then, how do you answer the accusation that the 


knowing nothing whatever about their visitors, have in tranco phenomena you encounter are the work of devils ? 
A, The answer I should give is the ancient one, “ by their 


given many intimate family details, 

(), Bomo eritis have said that you and members of your fruits.“ I will not elaborate it, St, Paul gave a long list of 
family must have been known to all mediums, the fruits of the Spirit. 

A. It was not true, It was not true even for myself, though Q. Then you regard the consequences as wholly good ? 
doubtless for evidential purposes recognition of myself had to A. No, indeed, I do not regard as wholly good any activity 
be assumed, But it is absurd to suppose that people who had of man. Even the pursuit of science can be prostituted to 
never been toa medium of any kind were known, still more evil, as we see now only too clearly in the war, Everything 
absurd to suppose that every anonymous stranger is personally I have to speak in 
known or could be looked up. 

(), Are no mediums fraudulent ? 

A, In so far as they are fraudulent they are not genuine 


coming to convince an outsider or a reasonable sceptic, die 
would the possibility of communication have been recognised 
long ago; but if ever the general possibility should come uni 
versally to be accepted, any special instances of it would then 
be welcomed without more hesitation than is reasonable and 


human can be used and can be abused, 
platitudes to answor these objections. 
(), Yos, but what about devilry and deception ? 
A, The Bishop of Beauvais denounced Joan of Arc's voices 
as diabolie, Chief priests were always ready to attribute any- 


mediums, If people go to charlatans who advertise by | 
sandwich-men and other devices, they doserve what they get. thing done without their sanction to the power of Beelzebub. 
Q. Ave not people too ready to be convinced ? It is a very ancient acensation, and, considering the magnitude 

of those against whom it has been brought forward in the past, 


A, Bomo aro, but it is a mistake to suppose that people ok! [ 
who are really seeking for evidence are ready to be misled, it is an over-flattering ove. I can give no now answer to il. 
They aro often. quite critical and reasonably cautious. Their v M before we part, and assuming for the moment 
anxiety somotimes makes them even excessively anxious not to Ph 759 ine pid some indications of reality, there is 
be doceived in so vitally important a matter, And m me ae ifficult portion which E have been asked to question you 

rave had quite good evidence, they sometimes go back 0 u VN 
liim Sarai become sceptical again, A, I can guess which it is, You moan the similarity of 
. 


petit ], 1917.) 


nditions as described "over there” to the conditions on 
? 

LM I mean that. I mean the houses and the trees on 

ther side, but I also mean the cigars and the whisky, 
* Well, let us separate them. First as to similarity, or 
nt similarity, of conditions. I do not dogmatise on 
int, but I conceive that in so far as people remain them- 
A their power of interpretation will be similar to what it used 
be here, Hence in whatever way we interpret a material 
dd here and now, so, in like manner, are they likely to 
pro an ethereal world, through senses not altogether dis- 
milar to ours in effect however they differ in detail. The 
sternal world, as we perceive it, is largely dependent on our 
wors of perception and interpretation. So isa picture or 
work of art. The thing in itself—whatever that means—can 

y be known to us. The whole of this brief statement 
mires thought for its apprehension. I admit it is a difficult 

pater, but the evidence is fairly consistent on this point of 
similarity, ever since Swedenborg; the next world is always 
ented as surprisingly like this, and though that obviously 
pads itself to scepticism I expect it corresponds to some sort 
of reality. It looks almost as if that world were an ethereal 
qounterpart of this: or else as if everyone were really in one 
Sword all the time, only some see the ethereal aspect of it and 
others see the material. The clue to all this seems to depend 
on the similarity, or rather the identity, of the observer. A 
nerve centre interprets a stimulus in the way to which it is 
socustomed, whatever the real nature of the stimulus. A blow 
Qn the eye, or a pressure on the retina, is interpreted as light. 
P ER of the person accounts for the reported similarity 
‘of surroundings, 
| Q. But someone has accused your son of saying that they 
spend some part of their time in smoking and drinking. 
| E If E presen has been brought, it is unjustified and 
cune, A statement detached from its context is often mis- 
leading. What is revealed in my book, if it has any trust- 
| 0 e and that may be treated as an open 
F quesuon tor the present—implies clearly and decisively that 
‘they do not thus occupy their timo; 5 are any such things 
natural to their surroundings. Nothing but common sense is 
. needed to understand the position. If there is a community 
| Es Pus eunt be a fixed and stationary one, new-comers 
| e continually arriving. My son is represented as saying 
that when people first Ni on and are 12 puzzled state x 
- mind, they ask for all sorts of unreasonable things, and that the 
ber kind are still afflicted with the desires of earth. After 
all, this is really orthodox moral teaching, or I am much mis- 
taken : it is one of the warnings held out to sensual persons 
ps a desires may persist and become part of their punish- 
ut. 

Q. That may be, but how on earth can such commonplace 
Tor let us say chemical—things be procurable in a spiritual 
kind of existence ? 

A. In the first place, the purely or solely spiritual character 
of future existence may be exaggerated : it is at best a hypo- 
m This . has à spiritual aspect, but it has another 
aspect as well; and it may be that a duality of some kind, if 

it is a duality, persists. X TRAE I see 95 reason why the 
study of Chemistry and Physics should wholly cease, any more 
than thatthe pursuit of Art and Literature shall cease. I feel 
E expect rather a complete continuity in the psychic 

atmosphere. 
hu the Rn Dies I must answer bya M pf, sunloey : 

ne an assembly of clergymen in some retreat, where the 

give themselves to meditation and good works, and then 
imagine a traveller mistaking their hostel for an hotel and 
asking for a whisky and soda. Would that mean that whiskies 
and sodas were natural to the surroundings and part of the 
atmosphere of the place ? Would not the feeling aroused by 
the request mean just the contrary ? 

Q. But your book says that something like them is 


_ provided, i 
A, What the book says is that in order to wean these new- 
comers from sordid and unsuitable though comparatively 
innocuous tastes, the policy adopted is not to forbid and with- 
hold—a policy which might over-inflame and prolong the desire 
but to take steps to satisfy it in moderation until the people 
of their own free will and sense perceive the unsuitability, and 
overcome the relics of earthly craving ; which they do very soon. 
Whothor the statement be accepted as true or not, or as con- 
taining some parabolic element of truth, I see nothing deroga- 
tory init; and the process of weaning may be wise. 
D. Leo thon that your interpretation of this passage is the 
exact contrary of what has been suggested by hostile critics, 
and that the alien things are really alien. 
A. You They iy have not really read or studied the book, 


itoh upon a sentence in some review and quote that, 
SAAN understanding tho boaring of it or its real significance, 
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Q. But Iseo another critic complains that games and songs 
are spoken of, and it is claimed that “ spirits of just men made 
perfect” ought not to be occupied in any such commonplace 
ways, even during their times of relaxation. 

A, When perfection or saintliness is attained, that may be 
true: it is not a subject on which I am a judge. Games and 
exercises are harmless and beneficial here, even for good people; 
and surely if young fellows remain themselves, games and 
exercise and songs will not seem alien to them—at any rate not 
for some time. People seem hardly to realise all that survival 
with persistent character and personal identity must really involve, 
It is surely clear that the majority of people, whether in this 
or in another life, are just average men and women, and 
neither saints nor devils ; and ecclesiastical teaching has surely 
erred in leading people to suppose that the act of death con- 
verts them into one or the other. Progress and development 
are conspicuously the law of the Universe. Evolution is always 
gradual, Youths shot out of the trenches—fine fellows as they 
are—are not likely to become saints all at once; they cannot 
be reasonably spoken of as just men made perfect.” 

Let a little common sense into the subject, and remember 
the continuity of existence and of personal identity. Do not 
suppose that death converts a person into something quite 
different. Happier and holier, pleasanter and better, the 
surroundings may be, than on earth ; there is admittedly room 
for improvement; but sudden perfection is not for " the likes 
of us," 

Q. I suppose, after all, that the experience of everybody on 
that side is not the same? 

A. Highly unlikely. The few saints of the race may have 
quite a different experience. The few diabolical ruffians must 
have a different one again. Ihave not been in touch with either 
of these classes. There are many grades, many states of being; 
and each goes to his own place. 

Q. But the penitent thief went to heaven. 

A. Notat all. According to the record he went to Paradise, 
which is different. A sort of Garden of Eden, apparently, is 
meant by the ancient word, something not too far removed 
from earth. As far as I can make out, the ancient writers 
thought of it as a place or state not very different from what 
in the book is called Summerland. 


Q. But surely—— 
A. Yes, I know, you mean that Christ could not have stayed, 


even for a time, at an intermediate or comparatively low stage. 
But I see no reason to suppose that he exempted himself 
from any condition appropriate to a full-bodied humanity. 
Surely he would carry it through completely. Judging from the 
Creed, which I suppose many clerical critics accept, they appear 
to hold that Christ even descended at first—descended into 
Hades or the under-world, utilising the occasion for some high 
missionary effort. Anyhow and quite clearly the record says 
that for forty days he remained in touch with earth, presum- 
ably in the state called Paradise, occasionally appearing or 
communicating with survivors—again after the manner of 
transitional humanity. And only after that sojourn, for our 
benefit, did he ascend to some lofty state, far above anything 
attainable by thieves, however penitent, or by our young 
soldiers, however magnificent and self-sacrificing. After «ons 
of progress have elapsed, they may gradually progress thither. 
Meanwhile they are happier and more at home in Paradise. 
Requiescant in pace. 

Our life is always deeper than we know, is always more 
divine than it seems, and hence we are able to survive degrada- 
tions and despairs which otherwise must engulf us.— HENRY 
JAMES. 


Tux Christmas number of “ The Christian Commonwealth,” 
to be published on December 5th (price 3d.), will contain an 
important interview with Sir A. Conan Doyle on The 
Bearing of Advanced Psychical Research upon the Truths of 
Christianity." 


Unper the auspices of the Union of East and West, a per- 
formance of that exquisitely fouching Indian drama of woman's 
faithful love,“ Savritri," was given on the afternoon of last 
Saturday before a large audience in the spacious King George's 
Hall of the V. M. C. A. building in the Tottenham Court-road. 
The story recalls somewhat the Greek tale of “ Alcestis,” but 
is much older, The incidental musie was appropriate to the 
theme, the dresses were very beautiful, and in the first scene 
there was an exhibition of graceful dancing of an Eastern type. 
lt was a great treat to hear the musical English verse into 
which the drama has been rendered spoken by all the performers 
not only with the right feeling and expression, but with a clear- 
ness of enuneiation which is as rare as it is delightful to 
listen. to, 
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Coup. 


An Address delivered to the) „Ass 
į the London Sp t All n Thu 


November 15th, 1917, at the Salon of the R Soc 
Batish Artists, Suffolk-street, Pali Mall, Mr. H. Withall, 
President, in the chair. 


AIRMAN 


In introducing the speaker, 


gebence would have the pleasure 


f listening tk 


Arend of the society. It was some t 
gece Dr. Cobb addressed the All so tha 
ms not a matter of the last few nths 


mpuded Spiritualism as a means to an 
sike people understand that they must not sto] j 
«tbe phenomena, but endeavour to find out their meaning, for 
dthey did so they would disc: } , 
bare to each other and to God. 
ind changed in the course of ti 
man anthropomorphi 


: God, 


s they were trying to limit t 
beef. A few of the old Sp 
Maitland, had been of 
God is and man is. Mait 
murerse, and the sum of the whol L 

gasp the idea that God was the All and man was part 
Al they would find Spiritualism effective in dee 
miner consciousness, and would leave that meeting 
mderstanding of what they, as human beings, were, and what 
they might yet become. 

De. Conn commenced by stating that at first he had some 
sruples in accepting the Chairman's invitation, as he felt that he 
didnot know enough of the subject on which he imagined most of 
lis hearers were experts —viz.,the manifestations which to them 
aMjorded proof of the nearness of the immaterial world. But there 
Was another point of view which he would endeavour to put 
before them, because he felt it might help in the long run to the 
metory of their cause. To-day they were standing at the part- 
ingof the ways. For many years Spiritualism had been treated 
ss all new subjects had been treated. People had endeavoured 
to laugh it out of court. When it refused to be laughed out 
of court, it had to encounter the opposition—more or less 
veiled, more or less open—of two classes. There was the oppo- 
sition of the Mercier type of mind the type which had worked 
s long in the domain of physiology that it cherished the delu- 
sion that everything explicable could be explained in terms of 
mechanics and matter—that men were mere automata or 
machines, and if death did not end the existence of the machine, 
still it went on only as a machine. The very word spirit 
was the antithesis of machine, but that type of mind did not 
take the trouble to understand the point of vie of 
did not think man could be explained in terms of ma 

Bat Spiritualists had to another 
battalion to which he (the speaker) belonged. 
popular with certain teachers of the Christian rel 
knowledge of his Satanic majesty was extensive and peculiar, 
tnd who were quite certain that all the phenomena with wh 
Spiritualists were familiar were due to one cause—the devil 
This discovery dated back at least five hundred years; 


hose who 


hinery 
face battalion —the 
They were not 


jn whose 


it was 
the explanation which held the field when Joan of Arc was 
burnt. It was a sad reflection on the progressive intelligence 
of an educated class of men that they had not been able to 
shake themselves free from an explanation which never had 
been adequate. 

But these two classes of opponents, joining forces, had 
made a mark on the popular mind—a mind not hostile but in 
chronic condition of inertia. The typical Englishman was 
said to hate a now idea, especially an idea which drove him 
along ín a direction he did not want to go. It disturbed the 
even tenor of his way, and suggested to him that he did not 
everything that was possible to be known. People did 
they would 


know 
not want to have troublesome problems suggested 


rather travel the easy road, 
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much a 
matter of surp he did 


If the world was not real arms of the 


not. 


i through with the spiritual, 
side. He 


nat man was 


material, if life was shot throug 
then the onus 


suggest two propositions -first, 


wished to 


probandi was on ott 


organic to 
Under both 


Nature; second, that he was organie to God. 


Man wasorganic to Nature. Nine out of ten of our diffi- 


culties arose from treating man as an independent entity 


Spencers philosophy was based on the assumption that man 


could be cut away from Nature. Hume and Kant w bitten 
by the same ides. Martineau proceeded on the idea that man 


could be separated from Nature and from God, 


of fact, they were bound in the same bundle of 


as humanity remained an abstraction it was not in tou 


hesise; first divide 


reality. They must analyse, then syr 


join together. When they had got their large abstraction 
l going to do with it? 


called " humanity," what were 


Bring it down, said Goethe. When Cobb) spoke of 


man he did not mean any single man, but every man as 4 focal 


point. In other words, there was an ideal man which was 


lf 


the Son of 


embodied more or less adequately in 


we used religious phraseology 
Man i 


humanity which was always endeavour 


Jesus had the same was an ideal 


ss itself in 


the individual person, and could only express itself adequately 


in the whole human race. If anyone was qualified to become 


a prophet it was Joseph Mazzini, and his thought was of 


humanity as a whole. So when he (the speaker) spoke of man 
as organic to Nature he meant every man—man taken in 
all his depth and fulness as rooted in Nature, not as arti- 
ficially separated from Nature. Separate Nature from man 
and you had what Huxley called the extraordinary injustice 


of life. We must alter our thinking a little in the light 


this comprehensive truth of the unity of Man and Nature. 
He took the lower processes of 
Nature in which he was rooted, and lifting them on to a higher 


Man was a magician. 


plane transmuted them in a most extraordinary way. Let them 
take as one illustration the force 


could 


in Nature which we called 
gravity. No one explain what it was, In man it 
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“suffered a soa change” and became transmuted into somo- 
thing different. It appeared as that equally inserutable thing 
which we called social feoling, the extraordinary power which 
prevented us from living or dying to ourselves, which forced us 
to seek our happiness and welfare in association with others. 

Next lot thom take chemical affinity, It meant in Nature 
that cortain things were drawn to one another and made a new 
compound. With us wo picked out our frionds and associates— 
ono hore, another there—we married; we did on a higher plane 
what Nature did on the chemical plane, because of the power 
man possossed of taking what was in Nature and transmuting 
it into something different. 

Ono of the most valuable forces in modern life was electri- 
city; and electricity, as our scientific friends told us, was a 
question of electrons, On the human plane, ideas, like electrons, 
were made into a system in our minds, and then went out and 
proceeded to change the face of the world, We were all engaged 
in spreading ideas which we had taken into the wonderful 
crucible of our minds and transmuted into something more 
potent than any outward force, Men were willing to offer their 
lives and suffer torments innumerable for certain ideas. 

Again, let them take radio-active forces. We knew some- 
thing of what those forces were when. lifted to a higher plane 
and transmuted by man, the magician. We came now and again 
on daimonie personalities, people who we instinctively felt were 
God-given leaders, and into the circle of whose influence we 
wore irresistibly attracted, One of the strange things in these 
days was that the number of such personalities was very small. 
The progress of the human race was always brought about by 
these daimonic personalities, 

Then there was the problom of friction. Friction was a very 
interesting phenomenon. It seemed to stop motion, yet with. 
out it there could be no motion, It was at once a thing we 
tried to get rid of and a thing we could not do without. Lifted 
from the lower plane of material forces to our level of life, 
it became: that which we called “evil.” Evil was a 
thing to be fought against, a thing we would banish 
from earth if we could. Yet in our more reflective moments 
we wondered how we should get along without any evil at all. 
Professor James once described a visit he paid to a model town 
Where as far as possible every form of defect and discomfort 
was banished and everything went smoothly. But he speedily 
tired of it, the monotony was too great, and he said how 
‘elightfal it was to return once more to the rough and tumble 
world with its risks and adventures and “moral precipitous- 
noss," 

But it was easy to follow this train of thought into other 
realms than that of physics, We got the same phenomena in 
vegetable life. In vegetable organisms we found adaptability 
and growth. Passing to human life let them take the question 
of morals. It was a question which the British public did not 
want to discuss, It said “ Right is right and wrong is wrong.” 
Yes, but what did wo mean by "right" and "wrong"? 
Professor Taylor, in his Metaphysics,” pointed out that morals 
all along the line consisted in the potential harmony between 
two conflicting forces forces opposed yet complementary, To 
quote Bernard Shaw,“ The only golden rule is that there is 
no golden rule." Sometimes we were called to choose one 
course, sometimes the other, At the bottom of our nature were 
two forces —the one nutritive, the other productive. The 

nutritive led to a self-regarding life by which the man built up 
not only his body but his mind; under the influence of the 
reproductive he began by being physical and ended by sacrificing 
his life. Ho adapted, taking from one side, then from the other, 
and weaving thom into what we called the“ moral life.” Even 
tho things on which wo prided ourselves most were taken from 
Nature and our mistakes were in trying to separate ourselves 


from Nature, ` 
(To be continued.) 


Tug Sour, or Burraww.—Genoral Smuts has recently in- 
formed us that the war will be won by the “soul of the 
nation,” This announcoment is as welcome as itis long overdue. 
Never in our history has there baon such an opportunity for 
somo “practical mystic” to discern this obvious truth, and 
aot upon it," Christian Commonwealth,” 
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SPIRITUALISM AND THE " SUNDAY 
TIMES." 

We are asked to publish the following letter from thy 
Ellis G. Roberts, which was sent to the “Sunday Times? " 
crowded out, the correspondence on the subject in that in 
boing about to be discontinued ; 


, MR. CLODD AND THE "FOX GIRLS." 


May I once more protess against the action of Mr, Clay 
in continuing, as he has done in the “Sunday Timo) 
attacks upon the women whom he—very injudiciouslys, 
called the " appropriately-named Foxes,” Surely at a my 
of universal strife among the living the dead might be along 
to rest in peace. 

Mr. Clodd is a zealous rather than a judicious advo 
and his methods are more likely to exasperate the jury thay 
overcome the opposing counsel. His favourite procedure jy 
** discredit a witness,” and he is sometimes so anxious toy 
this that he is not very particular as to the means he employ 
And his ideas of relevancy are curious in the extreme, 
problem which engages the attention of earnest men atthe, 
sent time—so far as they are really interested —is modern, upi 
date Spiritualism as its case is presented by Lodge, Barth 
Crawford, Balfour and Conan Doyle, all of whom are its aci 
advocates at this very moment. Into this discussion Mr, Clo 
drags the story of incidents alleged to have taken plac i 
Hydesville, U.S.A., over sixty years ago. He is the My. 
Cluppins of Psychical Research—see the evidence of this yy 
in“ Bardell versus Pickwick.” 

Mr. Clodd's attempts to discredit an opponent haves 
awkward habit of recoiling on himself. Only great thoughtle. 
ness could have prompted him to decorate the academical tili 
of an opponent with inverted commas. People familiar vil 
educational matters must recognise at once that British unive. 
sities do not employ lecturers who flourish bogus degrees, Ant 
surely before committing to the Press what may be constr 
asa nasty insinuation against a professional man, the auth 
should have consulted a university calendar, 

He has not been much more happy in his renewed atta 
upon“ the Fox girls.” This, as I have pointed out, was entin 
gratuitous, for the very name of the Foxes is passing it 
oblivion, But, as it happens, the attack has elicited f 
evidence from disinterested individuals that genuine 
normal phenomena were sometimes, at any rate, as 
with them. Such being the case, there is no need tot 
very seriously the report of three professors of Buffalo Unive 
sity,” nor the story of the virtuous aunt and the three naugll 
nieces. Taking these at their highest possible value, they wo 
only illustrate a rule already known to scientific students oit 
occult. They do not counterbalance the testimony of Mi 
Percival and Mr. de Courcelles. 

But it is certainly very amusing to note the value attach 
bya leading sceptic to the evidence of an American newspsp 
and the report of “three professors” of the days of Ad 
Lang Syne. To discredit a witness is a process with which 
am not familiar, still as this seems a very easy case I shall ty 
my hand for once. In what follows I am indebted to Mr. Clit 
entirely for my method of procedure, and largely forth 
language I employ. To accept as final, or even as importa) 
the verdict of these “ professors " imposes an excessive “stn 
on my credulity.” Strictly adhering to precedent I entertal 
a doubt as to the Jona fides of their educational status, ul 
scholastic friends suggest to me that they “would like to 
their diplomas," I am reminded by Mr. Clodd that certain it 
stitutions have made high-sounding academical titles as vali 
less as British knighthoods—accepting the estimate placed 
the latter by gentlemen to whom —possibly — the distinotionl 
not been offered. Very true ; and I will add on my own respa 
sibility that the hot-bed of such institutions was the Unité 
States of America, which was the home of our “thn 
professors " ! " 

I suggest that these worthy professors, long since 
should be allowed to rest in peace, and that if opponents“ 
Spiritualism have any case to produce they should change t 


advocates and produce it. us 
Erus G. Ronunrs, M.A, (Oxon). 


Sucosp-Haxp "uovanmr,—1t is not that we cannot thin 
It is that wo are afraid to think. It is so much easior to 
with tho tide than against it, to shout with the crowd t 
stand lonely and suspect in the midst of it, Even 
us who try to escape this hypnotism of the flock do not sn 
in thinking independently. We only succeed in gotting In 


other flocks, —" Alpha of the Plough,” 


bender 1, 1817. 


“ONSCIOUS MIND AND ITS 
HE SUBCONS TOWERS. 


A “Seve-Crearep SELF.” 


By Henry Fox. 
“Ono of tho most remarkable discoveries of this age in the 
gion of Psychical Science is that attributed to Mr. F, W. II. 
irs, of the subconscious or “subliminal ””—self, It seems 
inordinary that the human race should have existed so long 
ithout recognising this important foature of its existence and 
stitution, D 
P it in the twentieth contury we are beginning to wake up 
lle importance of this part of our selves, It is as true as 
important that a large part of each one of us—nay, by 
rte larger part—is an unconscious self. This is the part 
hh awakens only in sleep, or in the trance state, or in fever, 
tho moment of death, or in some other abnormal con- 
jon, Thon our subliminal self is revealed as a storehouse of 
mores about persons, things, and events of which we 
w totally unconscious in our normal condition, We think 
jibwa have forgotten and can safely ignore all that we have 
ie, thought, read, heard, seen or felt in our past lives, The 
ires of them fade away as we grow older. 
We can, perhaps, recall some early impressions of our child- 
dj but by far the greater part of what we thought, or said, or 
felt, or heard, or desired in those far-off days has been 
ite forgotten, Our subconscious memory, however, retains 
i and we ourselves are but the product of these things. 
j | made us what we are to-day, and are making us 
hall be, and that not only in the near future here, but 
also in the more distant hereafter. Our thoughts 
ur actions and our actions make our lives: but the bulk 
aut tho ights are not obvious to our consciousness. There 
inconscions thinking as well as unconscious action. ‘There 
of thinking as well as habits of action: and the older 
firmed these habits are, the less are we conscious 
They become automatic and, like the exercise of 
ired skill learnt in our youth, are unaccompanied by 
0 us effort, Yet they are as much ourselves as are 
bits of thinking and of aeting of which we are so 
in our everyday life. Our active consejousness 
orming our latent consciousness of to-morrow, 
the store of our unconscious memories, It is 
Posted, as it were, from our "day-book " into the 
of our past memories, where, though it may, per- 
orgotten in a year or two, the record of it will, none 
ass, stand for ever to the debit or credit side of our true 
es, Would we attain self-control, or health and happiness ? 
Modern. p sychology bids us direct our conscious efforts to the 
os of those old “ledger accounts.” If habits of fear, sby- 
„ Nervousness, and forebodings of ill make us full of dis- 
ting symptoms in any moment of crisis, modern psycho- 
y Would have us erase these evil “entries " by forcing on our 
conscious solvos now thought-records of health, strength, 
gurago, ind confidence to replace the old ones. This is done 
yrepetition of contradictions of the old and affirmations of 
How thoughts, Thus the coward may become brave, the 
row off the torments of fear and apprehension, the 
able and selfish become amiable and unselfish, the victim of 
ink ord ugs froo himself from his slavery, the grasping become 
jorous, the rich hungry for roal richos, and the poor rich in 
wealth, the sickly find themselves strong and healthy, and 
unhappy happy. In shert, our inner subconscious self 
together change its records and suggestions. 
f course all this involves great and long effort, but it is 
rt well directed, and has its rich reward, All spiritual, 
‘and physical healing is founded on these principles of 
nd acting. The results aro. surprisingly successful, 
know who have tried them. It is a scientific psycho- 
»rocess founded on the discovery of our subconscious 
"We ourselves have made this self we ourselves can 
it; every form of religious faith can be enlisted in the 
s to strengthen and purify our wills for the groat task 
‘thom, It means tho rebuilding on botter lines of our 
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innermost selves, "To him who is convinced by his own or 
others psychic experience that the real man— including the 
subconscious self—survives death, and, as a spiritual being, 
partakes of the nature of the Great Spirit of Life from whom 
he comes, there can be no such wholesome and happy work as 
is here suggested ; for it means the remaking of the self here 
and now; and with that it means the remaking of his life on 
this side of death, Every religion lends its aid to this process, 
but in the case of Spiritualism this process is the very essence 
of its faith and doctrine. It is, in fact, the process we mean 
when we speak of “ spiritual reconstruction "—a process which 
begins in the will, extends to the subconscious self and reaches 
out into the spiritual world whilst the individual is still in the 
flesh, 

It is, moreover, the source and foundation of all social, 
political, national, international and individual reconstruction 
of which the times are so full just now. Yet our orthodox 
churches and chapels appear to be entirely ignorant of our 
subconscious constitution, and entirely opposed to the study of 
that spiritual science which has produced this great revelation, 

They attribute occult phenomena to the agency of Beelze- 
bub, just as did the Jews who witnessed them at the hands of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Knowing nothing of its real significance, 
Spiritualism means for them the cult of devil-wworship. The 
truth is that the occult is but the bridge which leads men from 
the materialistic to the spiritual. Some arrive at Spiritualism 
without the aid of this bridge—but the bridge is not the end 
or aim of Spiritualism. The realm of the spirit within man is 
the true aim, and occultism but a means of reaching it. One 
of the results of such attainment has been this revelation of 
some features of man’s spiritual constitution—a revelation 
which has brought with it fresh knowledge of how to effect 
that wonderful change in the heart of man which we call 
“Spiritual Reconstruction.” When we have made our uncon- 
scious selves, by the help of the Spirit of God within us,in some 
such manner as here indicated, then we shall see that new 
heaven and new earth after which we are all seeking so ear- 
nestly just now. It will be the realisation of our spiritual 
Utopia, where wars and the clash of conflicting interests shall have 
ceased and been replaced by mutual love and goodwill; where 
we shall at last have risen to a higher conception of the aims 
of life than the acquisition of material wealth for ourselves, 
often to the neglect of tWe interests of those who by their 
labours have helped to bring about our success. 

When this sort of reconstruction has done its work within 
us, it will need no “new democracy " to make better and juster 
laws; for these new laws will be written in the new subconscious 
records of each individual concerned. Clearly, our debt to 
Frederic Myers is greater than he knew. 

Finally, the facts known about our subconscious constitu- 
tion, combined with the facts known about the phenomena of 
telepathy, suggest that a great deal (though not all) that we 
call “ clairvoyance,” “ elairaudience," and “automatic writing“ 
may well be attributed to thought-reading of our subcon- 
scious minds, These facts also suggest that all this is 
but an anticipation of the substitution of thought-reading for 
speech in the spirit world, as a means of talking without words. 
This would overcome the difficulty of different languages in the 
spirit world. Further, to grow in knowledge of all things in 
heaven and earth, we shall not require to read millions of books 
(for which prospect some of us will be deeply thankful), but we 
shall acquire knowledge without books and without language by 


. the inspiration given to our spirits by other spirits who know 


all things that can be known. 


This loads us on to believe in the ultimate unity of all 
spiritual beings in the Great Spirit from whom they all eame, 


a the source of all truth and of all knowledge. 


Meanwhile, inspiration in various. degrees has always been 
known on earth: but it seems confined to those who are fit and 
qualified to receive it. When mankind has cleared out the 
Augean stablo of its inner consciousness from its past records 
by new and higher habits of thinking and aeting, thore seems 
to be no reason for doubting that inspiration would become 
the universal gift to a regenerated mankind. 

Till then, it must rest with individual men to work for it in 
the cause of humanity, 
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“LIGHT” AND THE DARK PLACES. 


Mr. James 
Tyne, the energetic 


Lawrence, of 387, Shields-road, Newcastle-on- 


secretary of the Spiritualists’ National 
League of Defence, writes in very emphatic condemnation of 
an article by John Cromwell, M.A., in the “Sunday Chronicle” 
of November 11th, which to persons of decent taste is per- 
haps’ already sufficiently condemned by the offensive vulgarity 
of its title, " The Great Spook Spoof.” Mr. Lawrence sug- 
gests that us the paper is widely read in all parts of the 
country a public meeting should be organised in every town 
or village where a Spiritualist society exists, to refute the 
insinuations contained in the article. He also urges each of his 
readers to send a postcard of protest to the Editor of the 
“Sunday Chronicle” and another card to himself announc- 
ing the fact of having done so, Such a widespread expres- 
sion of indignation would donbtless have its salutary effect, 
but it is to be remembered that public intelligence has in- 
creased so much now that many of these attacks do the 
subject more good than harm, because, as we know by personal 
experience, they attract the attention of fair-minded observers, 
who, quick to notice the peculiar methods of the attackers, 
draw their own conclusions. Spiritualism has gained many 
adherents as & consequence, 


At the same time we frankly recognise that there is a large 
body of Spiritualists who think that attacks, however scurrilous, 
should be answered, and we have pleasure in giving the follow- 
ing letter from “ An Old Collier,” who presents a side of the 
matter that is well worth recognition :— 


Sin,—A friend handed me a cutting from the “Sunday 
Chronicle,” which I enclose to you. I know you and everybody 
else of your standing in literature will ignore it, It is enough for 
men of my little ability to take notice of it. The aim of the 
writer is to hit Spiritualism. His first words made me think 
of the Kaiser. When rumours of peace are about, his first words 
are, “I did not begin the war.” The first words of this writer 
are that he does not intend to hurt sorrowing hesrts, But 
actions speak louder than words. He pretends to respect our 
dear dead, yet we find him calling them “spooks.” When my 
children were little, playing aronnd me, I was not very pleased 
to hear anyone calling them “kids.” Now more than one 
of them is on the other side of the veil, and you 
can imagine better than I describe my feelings if I 
hear somebody calling them “spooks.” Bad taste, vulgarity. 
Spooks! What of the messengers wg read about in the Bible: 
the messenger that came to Elizabeth, and in six months came 
again to Mary; the two men on the Mount? What did Paul 
see that he could not describe ? What of the seer of Patmos ? 
Did he see innumerable spooks? We read about a cloud of 
witnesses, What was it—a cloud of spooks ? 

This man says that investigation into the possibility of being 
in touch withthe spiritual world is one thing, but Spiritualism 
is another. He might as well say that the labour of finding 
ont some truth abont the stars is one thing and astronomy is 
another; or going down to the bowels of the earth to learn 
something of the rocks is one thing, but geology is another. 

I will use this writer's own words by saying that his letter 
isa “Jie, a fraud, and a snare.”—Yours, &c., 


An Orp COLLIER, 
Rhondda. 


Transition ov Murs. J. J. Monsg.—Just as we are going 
to press, we learn with deep regret that the veteran medium, 
Mr. J. J. Morte, editor of “The Two Worlds,” has lost for a time 
his life partner. Mrs. Morse passed away on the afternoon of 
last Sunday, after an illness of over two years. Our sympathies 
go forth to Mr. Morse and his daughter, Miss Florence Morse 
(so well known as a speaker and clairvoyante) in the bereave- 
ment which has fallen upon them in days made already suffi- 
ciently dark by the great gloom of the war. 

Tur Wan AND Sprerrvat Viston.—For years past more 
light has been slowly coming into the world—light upon our 
own immediate future, and the future of those we love. It 
does not seem to me foolish or presumptuous to connect this 
fact with the World Tragedy that now confronts us. With the 
Tragedy, increasing light is coming to us, and God's own sun- 
shine is visible behind the dark clouds. It will be our own 
fault if we insist upon pulling down the blinds over our hearts 
and souls, shutting out the sun, and refusing to accept the 
great blessing of increased spiritual vision which has come to 
us with the horrors and desolations of a World War.—" Our 
Living Dead," by E. KATHARINE BATES. 


EIGHT: 


[December 1, 1917 


THE HIGHER INFLUENCES, 


In connection with the second paragraph of Notes by ¢ 
Way (November 17th) in which it is pointed out that "i 
highest influences which filter down to earth from exalted » 


are of a large impersonal character thought-atmospheres, si 


were, to which minds on earth respond,” it is interesting 
remember that in Mrs. Sara Underwood's automatic writing 


she was told of “ banded universalities.” She felt that th 


explained to some extent why names of celebrated thinke 
and heroes were attached to the messages she received; infu 
she was told that spirits who embody cleverness in creating 
of their fancy adopt names suited to their ideas.” This yy 
customary in primitive ages; it was considered perfe 
legitimate for writers to be grouped under a typical m 
There are at least two authors thus associated in the Bock g 
Isaiah and also several in the Book of Enoch. 


world, spheres of influence“ 


In the pit 
may suggest names to them 
of the medium which thus may give a personal definition whid 
is hardly justified by the facts. 


H. A.D, 


MRS. MARY DAVIES. 
A. L. H. writes :— 


From the short paragraph inserted in Lieut of the lif 
inst, it would appear that the chief point emphasised int 
case of Mrs. Mary Davies at Marlborough. street Polis 
court during that week was that she was originally find ig 
some offence irrelevant to the point raised in the court on Tis 
day, November 13th, whereas the facts are that Mr. Densa 
himself raised a point irrelevant to that particular junctured 
the case. It is not made clear that, by order of the Super 
Court, Mrs. Davies was empowered to bring forward her w. 
nesses, which privilege had been disallowed by Mr. Denmug e 
the time she was fined. He once more combated this bez 
of evidence, and aggravated the injustice by recapitulating ie) 
evidence of witnesses for the prosecution. That evidencelal 
already been heard, and was not again asked for, Itmi 
therefore, quite irrelevant on the rehearing of the case mha 
the evidence of Mrs. Davies's witresses was for the second i 
disallowed. Other persons can corroborate these facts, anl 
fairness to Mrs. Davies, the large publie reading your pue 
should have the truth presented quite clearly. 

London, N. 

November 19th, 1917. 

[One witness was heard as to character. As to the erida 
for psychic faculty, no doubt a good deal of prejudicem 
excited in this (as in other cases) by the painful errors intl 
readings given to the police witnesses, which led the mye 
trate to decide that there was no question of supemem 
faculty at work. It seems quite hopeless to bring inl 
subtler side of psychic faculties, since they are nelle 
understood nor appreciated by magisterial minds. Nem 
theless it seems clear enough that the magistrate shul 
have allowed testimony to the reality of Mrs. lim 
powers when exercised under proper conditions.—ED, 


Tne LIGHTER SrpE.— Mr. Punch sends us his alma 
for 1918, which is full of good things, and a welcome ads 
to what Johnson called the“ publie stock of harmless pleas § 
which can well bear replenishing. We recall that M. us 
was a contributor to Punch” in the early days of Liguria 
although our comic contemporary occasionally makes mery 
used to do so) over some aspects of our subject, we neveri 
hurt, always associating " Punch” with good spirits, Longm 


it voyage under the direction of the able Seaman who at press 
direets its course. 


“Tue Sout or a Bisuor."—Owing to the difficuliis 4 
the time our reviews are necessarily belated. This must bes 
excuse for not having commented ere this on Mr, H. G. Wæ 
“The Soul of a Bishop” (Cassell's, 6s.). We regard itsi 
truly Wellsian book, containing some strong thinking, s 
valuable as a study of present-day thought with its alternate 
of vision and futility. Opinion must necessarily be dividel® 
the author's views regarding the nature of the Deity, but the 
is no reason why it should be so on the need on which hes 
strongly insists that all who speak in the name of religa 
should be strictly honest with themselves and their hears 
That the opening of the bishop's vision to the deepest realita 
of being should come through the medium of a drug is a e 
in the story which no doubt is open to criticism, but that 
comparatively a small matter. The keynote of the book is tit 
insistence on absolute sincerity, let the outward consequent 
be what they may, and for this reason it can only do good, 
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f “Ligur! More Ligur !’— Gorthe. 
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| London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


| 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.2. 


Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 
TUESDAY, December 11th. at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. 


after 3 


THURSDAY, December 13th— 
Social Gathering 5p.m. Pianoforte Solos by Mr. H. M. Field. 


THURSDAY, December 13th, at 7.30 p.m.— 
Admission 1s. Members and Associates Free by Ticket. 
Address at British Artist: Galleries, Suffolk St., Pall Mall, S. W. 
* Raymond’ Restudied." Erns T. PowELL. LL B., D Sc. 


No admission o'clock. 


FRIDAY, December 14th, at 350 p.m.— 
Members and Associates Free; Visitors, Is. 

Talks with a Spirit Control : Mns. M. H. Wat tis. 

The Problem of Time and Space“ 


y Subscription to December 31st, 1918, 
MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guinea. 


For further particulars regarding the work of the Alliance apply to 
the Secretary. 


——<- . = 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
STEINWAY HALL, 
Lower Seymour Street, Portman Square, W. 1. 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, ar 6.30 
No Admission afte r 6.40 p.m. 
MR. ROBERT KING. 
December 16th.—Mrs. Mary Davies 
Welcome to all. 


P.M. 


Admission Free, Collection. 
Bteinway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge's, Oxford St., 
und five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. 

Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association. 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


N SUNDAY NEXT, DECEMBER orn. 
Evening, 6.30, Service MR. ROBERT KING. 


WEDNESDAYS.— Healing, 3 to 5. From 5 to 6, Mr. Richard A. 
Bush attends to give information about the subject of Spirit- 
ualism, Enquirers welcomed. Wednesday, Open Circle, 7,30, 


MRS. NEVILLE. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO FOREIGN 
SUBSCRIBERS. 


We beg to remind our subscribers in foreign and neutral 
countries who have not already renewed their subscriptions 
to “Light” for 1918, which are payable in advance, that 
they should forward remittances at once to Mr. F. W. 
South, 110, St. Martin's Lane, London, W. C. 2 Owing to 
the war, all copies to neutral countries are now being sent 
by the British Goyernment's Censor's Agents, and we there- 
fore cannot insert a notice in the copy of ** Light" when 
the subscription expires. All subscriptions for 1918 should 
therefore be forwarded at once to avoid copies being stopped 
at expiration of subscription by the Government agents. 
Payment must be made in advance, 


‘WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST is LIGHT !"— Paul 


XXXVII. [Registered as] SaruRpAy, DECEMBER 8, 1917. [a Newspaper. | 


Price TwoPENCE. 
Per post, 10s. 10d. perannum. 


QUEEN’S HALL (SMALL), 
Langham Place, W. 


(Sore LEssEEs: Messrs. CHAPPELL AND Co., Lro.) 


SUNDAY LECTURES 
ON 


THEOSOPHY. 


December 9th, at 7 p m. "THE MEANING OF COLOURS.” 
Mrs Donoruy GRENSIDE. 
“THE CONSOLATION OF THEOSOPHY." 
Mrs DOROTHY GRENSIDE 


Dec. 16th, at 7 p m. 


Further particulars may be obtained from the Organising 
Secretary, 19, Tavistock Square, W. C. 1. 


ADMISSION FREE. 


IS SPIRITUALISM OF THE DEVIL? 
By the Rev. F. FIELDING-OULD, M.A. 
(Vicar of Christ Church, Albany St., N. W.). 

With an Sir 


Price 24d. post free, or 2/3 per dozen. 


Introduction by Arthur Conan Doyle. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110. ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C.2. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism). 
The London Academy of Music 


22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER ‘ra. 


At 11 a.m. — as E, Mns. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH. 
Inspirational Address. 
At 6.30 p.m. 


Healing 


«x Bes ie - Mn MacnkTH BAIN. 

Service after the Morning Meeting. 

Every Wednesday, at 330 and 730 p.m., Lectures by Mars. 
FaIRCLOUGH SMITH at 30, York Street, Baker Streets, W. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER orn. 

At 11 a.m.... XC E = . MR. ERNEST MEADS, 
At 5.30 p.m. E. EA MRS. A. JAMRACH. 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12rH, AT 7.30 P. u. 

MR. G. PRIOR. 


Note alteration of time on Sunday evenings 


W. T. STEAD BORDERLAND LIBRARY & BUREAU, 
71, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, W. C. 1, 
Holds Meetings every THURSDAY AFTERNOON at 3.30 pm, at 
77, NEW OXFORD STREET, W. 
Thursday, December 13th MRS. WESLEY ADAMS. 


December 20th and 27th —No Meeting. 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND 
MODERN PSYCHIC PHENOMENA. 


Containing : Religion After the War—Reply to Father Bernard 
Vaughan—Reply to Lord Halifax's Criticism a t Reymond.” * 


By REV. CHARLES L. TWEEDALE 
(Vicar of Weston, Otley, Yorks). 


Price 3id post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 2: 
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THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE 


110, ST. MARTIN'8 LANE, W. o 


Limrrep BY GUAHANTER, AND Divine 


IN £2 
Kastabh'sshed 1554 Inso rated 1896 
By tho Memorandum of Association the Members are Prohib ted 


from receiving any personal benefit, by way of profit, from the incom 


T Havina a Qaprra 


or property of the Society 


POST FREE 
106 Presidents in Spirit Life, 
. i i | W. STAINTON Moses AND E JAWHON Roorks 
To the Aged: The Vitio Rod arrests Senile Decay MEMBERS OF COUNCIL, 
r e Rod dissipates Fatigue. Vice-Apminat W. UstonNE Moone, „ p . 
To the Doctor: The Vitic | isaipatoa Fatig enn, | Vice. Presents 
To the Anaemic : The Vitic Rod restores Energy. | Mus, W. P. Browne K, T. Powkrr, LL. B., D.& 
i > Mns, Fronkses M. Finkar. Roakks 
To the Insomniac Ihe Viti Rod brings Sleep. Davip Gow I t. MKROOOLD SKEELA 
H. Enxxar Hon W. Kenserr STYLES, 
In connection with the investigation ritual phenomena t train Mus, CaTHRRINK E. Leokisao H. BIDEN STEELE 
and fatigue to which the nervou tei 1 r ne W. R. Moores . W. Toursran, M. A 
remedied by use of the VITIC ROD, Neither me m nor ‘sitter This Alliance uus been formed for vhe purpose of stfordiug tüforma. 
ald | without or tion to persons interested in Paychical or Spiritualise Phenomena, by 
moans of lectures and meetings for inquiry and psychical research, 


ime to time. Members are 


Social Gatherings are also held fr 


WRITE FOR BOOKLE No. 9 admitted free to the Tuesday afternoon seances for illustrations of 


clairvoyance, and both Members and A ites are admitted free to 
All letters should be addressed the Friday afternoon meetings for Talka with a Spirit Control,” 
and to the meetings on Thursday, all of which are held at the 


The Vitio Co., 30, St. Ann Street, rooms occupied at the above address 
addresa, where Members and 


Rooms are oogupied av the above 


MANCHESTER 
— - " = ec MEE Associates can moet and attend seances for the study of psyohio phe 
SIX WONDERFUL BOOKS. nomena, and classes for psychical self.culture, free and otherwise, notio 
of which is given from time to time in Lion, and where they can 


read the special journals and use the library of works on Paychical and 


CLAIRVOYANCE AND CRYSTAL GAZING, 
Ocoult Science, The reading-room is opan laily to Members and Asso. 


PRACTICAL PRYCHOMETRY 


MED ` 

qe AMO pons - i AnD gi hae PN ps ciates from 10 to 6 (Saturdays excepted). 
PERSONAL MAGNETISM AND WILL POWER A Circulating Library, consisting of nearly three thousand works 
TABLE RAPPING AND AUTOMATIC WRITING devoted to all chases of Spiritual and Psychical Research, Scienos, and 
Price Od. each; post Iree 7d. M. Fach book contains a full ceurse of lessons, Philosophy, is at the disposal of all Members and Associates of the 
Address all orders to Alliance. Members areentitled to three books at a time, Associate 
A. VERNER, 15, Vernon Street, BOLTON, ENGLAND one, Members who reside outside the London postal area can bave 
- i books sent to them free of charge, but must return them carriage paid, 
a0 4 minimum rave of ont 


The subscription of Members is fixed 

THE SPIRITUALIST EDUCATION COUNCIL. guinea, and of Associates at half.a.guinea, per annum, A DIEM 
Third Course of Leotures and Classes. of £1 11a, 6d. by Members or £1 1s. 4d. by Assoointes, hl e sub. 
soribers to a copy of Liaur for a year, post free — Inquimm 

7^ NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C. wishing to obtain books from the Library without joining the Alliance 


may do so at the same ratoa of subscription, 


Wednw days, December 12 and 19th. ... oe Mn. EnsxsT HoNT. nformation will be gladly afforded by the Seoretary, at the Rooms 
— 110, St. Martin's ane, W. O. — 
Developing Classes, 0,30 ; Lecture, 7.45 ; Paycho-Therapeutic y 1 apa should be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer, 
] ^M - ! Henry Withall, and are due in advance on January lst in each year, 
Claas, Friday, 7 p.m, (course tickets only) 4 ; ight.” 
Coane ti kota (18 lootures &o.), Ta. (d. T 5 Notions of all meetings will appear regularly in "Light. 
"nn e I KOIA ootures fd Te " " - 
&o.), Ta, f erm tickets (4 lectures, D. Roorns, Hon. Secretary. 
Henny WiTHALL, Hon, Treasurer, 


&o), ‘Ma, Single kotu es 1s. Atdoor, or from Hon. * ec , Horace Leaf, 
il, W eut bourne Gardena, Bayswater, Londo», W. 2. 
Annual Subserip'ion 


SPEAKING ACROSS THE BORDER | srsmeRs, o» Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Halte dune, 
LINE. For further particulars W r y the ork of the Alliance 
By F. HESLOP, apply to the Secretary 2 


Being Lett "Mri , Jj CHRISTMAS CARDS; A choice selection of Now Thought poems 
re nv cee H Spirit Life te His W Ye on Barth, printed on parchment paper, with Gree ting ( d at d bound In art 
covers, Price, 18 per doxen assorted, post free 


5th Edition, Paper back, 181 pages, 1/8) net post free. CALENDARS. A good selection of New Thought calendars containing 
Well bound in Art Linen, 2/10 post free, pea RM aep A ihe yose from nem wg 
BOOKLETS. A varied selection of dainty iks and! lets for the 

st acceptable pres Prices from 


Christmas season. whieh mak« K 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE. W.C 3, | 3d cach 
— - A selection. of 3d, and 4d, booklets sent foi post free 


KL, 4d, & 6d 


Jaycho-Therapeutic Society, Ltd., 26, Red Lion- * " 
aquare, London W O, 1 (nearest Tube Station, Holborn). Free C, MAURICE DOBSON, 
Healing Mondaysand Fridays 2to pm.: Wenesdays, 5 to 8 p.m Publisher and Bookselle 
Special Diagnosis, Fridays, hy appointment (amall fee according to 146, Kensington High Street, London, W.8. 
Send for Autumn List of Books 


means), In 1016 nearly 2,000 treatments we e given with excellent 


verult& — Dorations +arneatly solicited, and membership (£1 Is. per - =g nN 
f largo GONE W ES I . 


annum ) invited, entitling froe admision to lectures and use 


library Soldiora apecially invited. Apply Hon. Meo 1 Y 7 } 

2 hrec arratives of After leat AUT 
Spiritualists when in London should stay at | n 1 : 5 

Hunstanton House, 18, Kodsleigh-gardens London, NW. (2 Communicated by J. S. M. WA RD. B.A., 
minutes Buston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King's Cross); Latè Scholar and P man rinity Hall, Cambrils 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation Terms: 4s. Bed and Break- n l 
fast; no charge for attendance, Pull tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley | The work deals generally with life beyond the grave, and 
Watts, Pre prietress particularly with the Astral Plane, the lowest division of the 

Hel) Ihe Communications were 


boks by J. Hewat MeKenzie.—* Spirit Inter- | Spirit Plane, and with 
courses Its Theory and Practice.” Cloth, 24 pages. 2a. 11d received in two ways: Firstly, by means of automatio writing 
by the author when in complete trance, and secondly by the 


Wd. post free. “Ifa 


post free. Firat Steps to Spirit Inv reourse 
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NOTES BY THE 


Many of us read with interest and profit the writings 
Mr. Arthur Machen, who is by some authorities regarded 
sone of the greatest of living stylists. Mr. Machen has 
been discoursing high philosophy in the“ Evening News” 
‘Titely in a series of papers on “God and the War.” But 
one of the latest of these gave us a rude shock, for referring 
to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's account of what he regarded 
as curiously significant message which "came through” 
"Mta recent séance, Mr. Machen (who is contemptuous of 
the matter) writes : 

Then it would appear Sir Arthur Conan Doyle . . . was 

“convinced of the spiritual life and of the life of the world to 
come, 
Mr. Machen does himself an injustice here (to say nothing 
of the person whom he thus criticises), We have only to 
tite Sir Arthurs own statement in an article contributed 
to Lieur of November 4th, 1916, and widely quoted at 
the time :— 


If anyone were to look up the list of subscribers to L for 

the year 1887, I think that he would find my name. I am also 
one of the oldest members of the Psychical Research Society. 
Therefore if, after thirty years of thought, L venture to respond 
lo the editor's invitation to say a few words upon spirit inter- 
course 1 cannot be accused of having sprung hastily to my 
conclusions, 
The italics are ours, and we leave the two passages to speak 
for themselves. We have others than Mr. Machen in 
mind—people of lesser fame whose numbers alone make 
their views worth noticing. These persons refer to Sir 
Arthur's advocacy of our subject as the doubtful outcome 
of his later thinking. 
Answer. 


The passage we quote is a sufficient 
LO * LI * 


“ From the Watch Tower; or Spiritual Discernment,” 
by Sydney T. Klein, F. L. S., F. R. A. S., is a valuable con 
tribution to the Science of Life, in which the meaning 

k and purpose of human existence are considered from many 
standpoints. To the average reader it is really a liberal 
education 
Science; and we are quite at one with the author in his 


on some of the later conclusions of modern 
remarks on the very limited scope of the intellect in pro 
nouncing on the deeper questions of life, The mysteries 
which belong to the Infinite cannot, as the author points 
out, be explained by Intelleetion, None the less we think 
that Mr. Klein can hardly have applied his teaching very 
thoroughly in the case of bis remarks on page 255 where 
he expresses the view that the degraded creatures of the 
alums of earth are not likely to survive the loss of the 


physical body, because no spiritual self has been awakened 


‘WHATSOEVER born MAKE MANIFEST 18 LigHT.”—Paul, 


Decemper 8, 1917.  [*Newspaper.] PRicx Twoezscr. 

in such cases. That is an intellectual concept, an applica- 
tion of natural law to the spiritual world which is not 
justified by anything but an appeal to the lower analogies 
of Nature. Immortality we regard as a birthright of the 
individual soul, and one guaranteed by Universal Principles 
There is no question of chance about it. It is not gained 


knowledge as the author suggests 


by any kind of 
‘Tennyson saw this, trusting 
That nothing walks with aimless feet ; 
That not one life shall be destroyed, 
Or cast as rubbish to the void, 
When He hath made the pile complete, 
All the same we read the book with deep interest, allowing 
for a quality of Idealism conditioned in places by in- 
tellectual standards, It is published by Methuen & Co., 


Limited, at 5s, nef. 


The reflections aroused by a consideration of the argu- 
ment for immortality in the previous Note make appropriate 
some remarks of Andrew Jackson Davis. We quote, not 
from the original work, but from the admirable Digest, 
“The Harmonial Philosophy," by X Doctor of Hermetic 
Science " (a pseudonym which thinly veils the identity of a 
well-known writer on mystical subjects). In the chapter on 
" Evidences of Immortality ” we read 


It is no part of the Harmonial Philosophy to depend solely 


on outward evidence—perception and testimony; on the 
contrary, its students are referred to the fixed principles of 
universal Nature. Now the physical organisation of man is 
designed by the system of Nature to manufacture the form and 
structure of the spiritual principle—or, in other words, man's 


spirit is a product of his organisation 


We pause at this point to answer an objection of the 


editor of the work, who in a footnote remarks that the 


statement that spirit is a product of organisation is 
categorically reversed elsewhere " in Davis's writings. In 
the first place Davis did not speak of Spirit but of man's 
spirit, i^, the individualisation of the spiritual principle 
Apart from this, every truth has two sides apparently con 
tradictory, and it is not less true to say that man's spirit 
isa product of his organisation than that man's organisation 
was spiritually produced 

But to proceed with the quotation 

Man's body is the fruition of all organic Nature, and the 
spirit body is formed by the outer body. The physical body is 
the focal concentration of all substances; the spirit is the 
organie combination of all forces, 


Klsewhere in the chapter quoted above, Davis's teach 
ings are thus summarised 


If it be asked how much positive intellectual evidence we 
have on the question of immortality, we shall be surprised at 
the small amount Clairvoyance itself is at best but an 
inferential evidence because it is not a matter of universal 
human experience. As much may be said respecting spiritual 
psychical ? manifestations they are local, special and mostly 
private, albeit those who have received such evidence can affirm 
that immortality is proved. Now it is possible for all men and 
women, after coming under spirit culture, to feel through a 
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r being the sublime truth that the perfected human soul 
can never be extinguished, but the evidences which are worth 
anything are not outside. Man’s immortality, to be of any 
be felt in his religiou 


merely understood by his intellectual facultie 


practical service, must nature, not 


Those are wise words. They illustrate the point con 
tinually made by the most advanced students of Spirit 
ualism that immortality is not a question of time or space. 
It is allow- 


able for those who have proved that the soul survives the 


It is quite outside all physical considerations. 


shock of physical death to argue that this is an evidence of 
immortality. But it is not the final and central evidence ; 
that resides in the spirit itself, and is outside the purview 
of intellect which can know nothing but that which relates 


to the finite order. 


FURTHER EXPERIMENTS AT THE 
GOLIGHER CIRCLE. 


Tae Psvcurc MECHANISM EMPLOYED WHEN THE MEDIUM AND 
THE CHAIR ON WHICH SHE IS SirTING ARE Bopity MOVED 
ABOUT THE FLOOR or TRE SkaNcE Room. 


SECOND ARTICLE. 


By W. J. Crawrorp, D.Sc. 


In my first article I showed that when the medium and her 
chair are moved bodily along the floor of the séance chamber, 
the force which causes the motion is applied to the front legs 
of the chair near the foot ; also that about two feet in front of 
the medium there is a great downward force on the floor, and 
that something strongly grips the floor there. Arguing by 
analogy from the results of previous work, I supposed that a 
rigid psychic rod exists between the floor and each leg of the 
chair, which rod grips the floor at one end and pushes telescopi- 
cally on the chair leg at the other. The rod is “fed” from the 
ankle of the medium. 

I wish now to consider the results obtained with the weigh- 
ing machine. 


p 


Chair 


R 


Platform | 
. K 


M Floor level 


In Fig. 2 the rod R is shown, fixed to the floor at K, and 
inclining upwards to the leg of the chair (resting on the plat- 
form of the weighing machine) at D. The force P is exerted 
The height of D from the floor 
(The platform and board, the latter not shown 


on the diagram, are together 7 in. 


in the direction of the arrow. 
is about hin. 
in height, and 1}in. are 
allowed for the rod to obtain sufficient clearance, I showed in 
the last article that the pushing force on the leg is applied only 
The distance M K is about 
24in., M being the projection of D on the floor. 


an inch or two from its foot.) 
The pushing 
force P at D can be resolved into two components, a vertical 
With the distances as given the vertical 


component is 9-24 times the horizontal, and the horizontal 


and a horizontal one. 


component is the one which overcomes the friction and moves 
machine and load slowly along the floor 
By direct experiment I found that with Mr. Morrison sitting 
on the machine, the horizontal force required to move machine, 
Ko., slowly along the floor was 281b, (of course the force varied 
somewhat, but that was the maximum value while the machine 
was moving slowly along; the starting force was about 3lb.). 
Now the medium weighs about a stone less than Mr. Morrison, 
so that if we say the horizontal force required is 25]b,, we are 


on the safe side 


EGAJ. 


Dacember 8, 1917 


i 


The vertical component of the pushin force P, | 
0-24ths of the ho nta mponent, worl ut at 9-24 
104b. 

Now the vertical « mponent of P decreases the weight of 
medium While the machine, &. are moving slowly back į 


medium's weight should therefore decrease by about 16 


Even if M K be supposed equal to MD (Fig. 2), the very] 


conceivable, the medium's weight should only decrease by 28 
These values are maximum and do not take account of decre 
of friction due to the upward component of P.) 

But we find that while the machine, medium, &c., are beire 
pushed back steadily and slowly, the medium really loses 10 
in weight (Article 1). 

It follows, I think, that her loss of weight is not whol, 
accounted for by the vertical component of the force P. Hos 
then, can it be accounted for? Most probably by the ha 
that the psychic rod R contains matter removed from fj 
medium's body, i.e., that an integral part of the rod ie matte 
from the medium's body. 

I think, also, that this experiment indicates that the open. 


ting entity in this case works from outside the medium’s boty 


FREEDOM. 


THE CONCLUSIONS OF AN 


OPTIMIST, 


By RICHARD HOPE. 


Few problems have been more debated than that of Fre 
Will, and few problems give less promise of solution. Indeed, 
to many, discussions of Free Will, like discussions on th 
parallel postulate, will appear profitless, save for their edu 
tional value. 

Freedom, however, is a more practical problem, and sine 
every personal problem is ultimately a question of Freedom, 
upon no subject is it so necessary to have clear and definite 
ideas. 

Like all words of deep meaning, it lends itself readily & 
paradox, the more so perhaps for two reasons. First, so far as 
human beings are concerned, Freedom is apparently relative, 
Second, Freedom is in- 
Love, Wisdom 


i.c. Absolute Freedom is unattainable. 
dissolubly linked with three other concepts: 
and Power. 

If we take Love as the Absolute, as Deity, then we find 
that Wisdom, Freedom and Power are its three first attributes, 
and the three are interdependent. Thus, to state things as 
simply as possible :— 

Without Wisdom, Power and Freedom are dangerous and 
short-lived. 

Without Power, Wisdom is helpless and Freedom non- 
existent. 

Without Freedom, Wisdom and Power are impotent. 

So also, to trace the Trinity back to their Unity in Loves 
simple. Therefore, if paradox is to be avoided, these facts must 
constantly be borne in mind. 

Perhaps the simplest and most correct definition of Freedom 
is the non-existence of restraint, and its simplest measurement 
is in terms of Power and Wisdom. 

Now our actions are subject to two kinds of restraint- 
Inward and Outward. And if we agree to ignore the constant 
factors of ignorance and impotence, we find that the Inwanl 
Restraint is due to a " Force” which we call Conscience; and 
the Outward Restraint is due to physical laws and human laws 
the latter taking two forms, viz., the law of the land, and the 
law of public opinion, 

The two latter are obviously portions of the Conscience of a 
nation, arranged, stereotyped stale. Where the 
former, physical law, is concerned, I do not see that we have 


and very 
any right to assert that it springs from a different source from 
Conscience, and, indeed, we have many reasons for supposing 
that Gravity and Love are closely related, as are also the laws 
of " chemical affinity " and Love. 

It would therefore appear that the gre 


ater part, ssiblr 
the whole, of both the Inward and the : EV 


Outward Restraints 


which stand between us and Freedom springs from the same 


— 
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gurc as Freedom Love. One part becomes physical law, 
pd the other Conscience, which in its turn coalesces into 
man law. 

To examine Love needs many books, indeed most books 
entre round it in one form or another; I will therefore confine 
ayself to Conscience. 

Perhaps the best simile that we can utilise in order to 
iualise Conscience is that of the Sun. If we take the Sun as 
the Source, then the light which the Sun throws through us 
pon past or future actions, is what we call Conscience, and 
its shade of colour or tone is Right or Wrong. Whether the 
future action is performed or not depends upon the strength 
oits attraction, the strength of the Ego’s character and body, 
smi the strength of the Inward and Outward Restraints, acting 
apn the Ego's character and body. And it is possible that 

these have their source in the Sun. 

Now if the Ego thinks about the said action, the colour cast 
by the Ego will possibly change. This change is brought about 
by the interplay of past experience, which, in some mysterions 

y, has been retained, either in the concrete form of Character, 
else in the diffused form of Knowledge. 

But it is only through Freedom that experience is possible, 

al experience teaches us that knowledge develops through 
nperience towards the Absolute form of knowledge which we 
call Wisdom. Experience further teaches us that Wisdom un- 
\uks the secret of Power. And we have every reason to suppose 
lub it we can continue to accumulate experience, the Ego will 
wntinue to increase in Wisdom, until eventually the Light of 
theSun will in no way be discoloured, the action will be seen in 
its true light, and the Ego's ideas of Right and Wrong will be 
mec, So soon as this happens, if the Ego's character is the 
dive side of this clarified and accumulated experience, it is 
bious that since the Ego will always act correctly, it will be 
mie and just that it should taste the full fruit of Wisdom, 
mhich is Power, and that it should be Absolutely Free. 

Thus, if we take a minute particle of Mind, give it a minute 
Particle of Matter as its habitation, grant to it a minute por- 
tim of Freedom with which to fulfil its minute Desires, and 
add to its endowment the Elixir of Life—Immortality—it is 

possible that we shall have started a snowball upon a journey 
which may end in Absolute Wisdom, Power and Freedom ; 
which of course is no end at all. 

It is undoubtedly possible that it may get side-tracked and 
tnd its career as a dog, because it preferred walking to climbing 
Mees, or as a bird because it preferred the air to the earth; but 
that is by the way. 

However, this fascinating “chemical” experiment unfor- 
tunately lies considerably outside the range of our present 
powers, and whether it is “automatically " taking place amongst 
lie atoms lies beyond the scope of our Wisdom to discover, 
id possibly will continue to do so until we get free from Time 
and also from Space as we at present know it. 

Nevertheless we can safely assert that there is every reason 
0 suppose that Freedom is essential to progress, and, indeed, 
perhaps as good a definition as any of Progress would be “more 
Freedom," and herein it is possible that we may find the expla- 
mtion of the marvellous results which have been achieved by 
teachers who have given a-measure of Freedom to the ↄhildren 
inder their charge. 

Man's recognition of this Truth upon the physical plane is 
pparent in his inventions. Aeroplanes, motor-cars, wireless 
phy, &c., are all triumphs over Space, and the amount of 
erience that we can get into the limited time at our disposal 
‘isincreased by them. The concentrated form of energy which 
ve call Wealth purchases these accessories to Freedom, and so 
den show their love of Freedom by scrambling for wealth. 

But if we consider the relative Freedom of the slave 
Epictetus and a modern millionaire, we are led to conclude that 
Freedom on the Spiritual plane is more efficacious and valuable 
than Freedom upon the physica] plane, and to realise that to 
mble for the latter to the detriment of the former betrays 
wnorance, And this ignorance inevitably brings its own 

. knowledge of compassion comes through man, and 

Law which, save through man, knows no compassion, decrees 
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that error and ignorance shall bring their own correction, and 
thus, automatically, through its own Freedom, the Ignorance 
which abuses Freedom, passes to knowledge. The misuse of 
Freedom is always followed by a loss of Freedom; its proper 
use by a gain. But both loss and gain result in experience, 
knowledge, and therefore an added Freedom, in a clearer colour 
thrown by Conscience, and finally in wiser and better laws, that 
is to say in laws which increase Freedom. 

Therefore we have every reason to be optimists, and the 
more that we study Life, the deeper and more satisfying should 
our Faith become, 

As the wise man, when confronted with disaster, seeks for 
the cause of it within himself and his environment, thus profit- 
ing therefrom, so also it is to be hoped that we shall seek 
within ourselves and our environment for the causes which 
have led to the present disaster. Whatever the end of the war 
may bring, we are certain to profit both inwardly and outwardly 
from both the war and its ending; and however great our 
tribulation, we shall have the satisfaction of knowing that we 
brought it upon ourselves and that Humanity will eventually 
profit therefrom. 

For the causes of the present war we have not got far to 
seek. We are told that we are waging war for the sake of 
Freedom—the Germans and their allies will affirm the same. 

But how can a nation be free if the politicians who rule it 
are slaves ? 

How can a nation be free if the only free man in it is its 
head? These and other questions suggest themselves, and they 
will have to be answered. But the bigger the problem, the 
harder the task, the greater the joy. Whichever way we look, 
optimism is the inevitable conclusion, there is no escape from 
it. The bitterest tribulation only serves to increase our know- 

ledge and our strength, the cruellest buffetings of Fate only 
serve to bind us into a closer and truer brotherhood. 

And so, whatsoever may betide us, we can look steadfastly 
towards a future in which Conscience, made pure, will stand 
evident in laws made wisely, a future in which Peace and Good- 
will, that supreme Law of Love, from which Freedom, Wisdom, 
Power and we ourselves spring, will reign not only within us, 
but without. 

And in those days we can look to see the eventual dis- 
appearance of human law, for Law implies a penalty. Organi- 
sation will take its place. Socialism and Anarchism, those twin 
offspring of the same ideal—Freedom, will find themselves 
united, Democracy will come into its own, and we shall no 
longer profess Christianity, instead we shall be Christians, that 


is to say, we shall " love one another." 


A MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT. 


It may help you sometimes when the burden is heavy to 
know that we are working in the same fashion and manner that 
you are, except that we have added to our group men who ally 
themselves with the cause of Truth without a thought of recog- 
nition. . . . We strive to be patient, and wait the day when 
the soul thirsts for knowledge as the stomach craves for food. 
. . Desire is the open door always. Create desires for the 
noble, the good, the true, and the world is saved. That is all 
our lesson now, but so often we look at you working and striv- 
ing to open the eyes and hearts of men, and we feel such a unity 
of purpose that we desired to make you acquainted with our 


appreciation of the situation and of you. 
American “ Proceedings," Vol. VL, p. 527. 


New Booxs.—Lady Glenconner has published a little 
volume, "Sayings of My Children " (B. H. Blackwell), which 
will be weleome to all who love the quaint and sometimes deep 
utterances of the child mind. Another book from the pen of 
an authoress well known to our readers is Mountain Medita- 
tions, and some Subjects of the Day and the War," by Miss 
L. Lind-af-Hageby, to appear shortly (Allen and Unwin) Yet 
another book whose authorship at least will be of especial 
d to our readers is “The Wheat Problem," by Sir 
( fg poten with an introduction by Lord Rhondda 
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SCIENCE AND THE SUPERNORMAL: 
A POLTERGEIST CASE. 


The Supernermal has been knocking very loudly at the 
doors of otlicial Science of late, and has succeeded in some 
instances in getting a hearing. The appeal comes not only 
in the shape of the reports of systematic experiments, as in 
the case of Dr. Crawford, but also in outbreaks of spon 
taneous phenomena. 

We received a visit a few days ago from Mr. Thomas 
Hesketh, the electrical engineer of Folkestone, who had a 
strange story to, tell concerning an outbreak of what is 
known as " poltergeist’ phenomena during the construc- 
tion of a dug-out in his neighbourhood. From the begin- 
ning of the work the contractor, à Mr. Rolfe, an ex-member 
of the Oheriton U.D.O., who, owing to labour troubles, had 
to be his own bricklayer, was assailed by stones, sand, and 
other missiles, npparently hurled by unseen hands, for no 
visible agency could be detected. This has been going on 
for several weeks with scarcely a day's intermission, and his 
stories of the mntter, when related to those who were not 
eye-witnesses, were treated with the usual incredulity, and 
in one instance at least referred to the effect of intoxi 
canta! Mr, Rolfe himself, being a thoughtful man, did not 
at once attribute the manifestations to the supernatural " 
but thought they might have some electrical explanation. 
Me therefore called upon Mr. Hesketh a 


nuthority and laid the case before 


an electrical 
Mr. Hesketh, 
although suspecting it to be a case of strained nerves due 


to the war, was broad-minded enough to see the possibilities 
of other causes, and paid a visit to the dug-out to investigate 
for himself, He then found that the man’s report was quite 
true, Things did fly about in a mysterious way, making 
Rolfe their target to a degree that resulted in his being 
often badly bruised and cut, Hesketh 
though strongly 
resented the digging, and vented its annoyance on the 


It was, as Mr. 
remarked, ns some invisible agency 
luckless Rolfe, who, with grent pluck, kept doggedly on 
day after day, wearing improvised armour for his head and 
back,to shield him against the assaults of the Invisible Foe, 

Those are in bare outline the main facts of a remarkable 
story, There are many details which would make it even 
more interesting, but the full account will be published in 
due time, We told Mr. Hesketh that the case was far from 
unique in the annals of psychical research, and referred him 
to some of the leading authorities on the subject These 


gentlemen have now taken up the inquiry, and have im 


pressed Mr, Hloaketh as their local rop resentative to collect 
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the facts of the case with 


Mr. Hesketl it inay be 


i view to its fullest investigation 


added, is nota Spiritualist i 
the commonly accepted interpretation of the word, but i 
scientist who cannot close his eyes to the duality of human 
existence 


Meanwhile we 


may venture a few remarks on the 


subject of hauntings and disorderly phenomena of the 


kind reported. As we observed in a recent article 
it is not safe to limit psychical phenomena to a singl 
explanation There is good reason to believe that some 
entirely meaningless and chaotic disturbances of physical 
objects are referable to obscure electrical conditions having 
no intelligent agency behind them, But the great majority 
seem to be purposeful, the outcome of the move or less blind 
and even frantic activities of a human spirit, the victim of 
some tragedy the truth of which has never come to light 

We once heard it stated that a person dying in circum 
stances of tragedy will, if he be of a highly mediumistic 
type, throw off from his body a subtle psychic fluid doubt 
less akin to what is known as ` psychoplasm," and that 
this will float round the scene of the tragedy for aga 
afterwards (very much as carbonic acid will for years han 
about the stagnant air of sunless rooms) and afford a link 
In the 


area of this fluid the spirit may, and often does, quite un- 


between the spirit and the physical world. 
consciously at times produce queer reactions on the material 
side of things. 

In the ease of the seaside dug-out, we think it not 
improbable that some circumstances may be discovered 
which will afford ground for a reasonable hypothesis if not 


for a scientific explanation. 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Licur” or DECEMBER IO TR, 1887.) 


Canon Liddon is bold enough to say, Men have asked how 
if our Saviour really rose from the dead and was seen by a great 
many persons, it was possible for the Jews and others to reject 
His claims as they did. Our experience shows that when the 
human will is strongly disposed to ignore the practical conse- 
quences of a fact, it has a subtle and almost unlimited power of 
blinding the intellect, even to the most elementary laws of 
evidence," a fact with significant bearing on our investigations. 


-From Jottings. 


The Persian Minister was bewailing the otherday . . . that 
we did not send some men of ability to preach a liberal Chris- 
tian doetrine without all the dogmas with which it is now 
weighted. “Dogma,” he said, energetically, “is your curse.” 
And not, I may add, the only one. We have improved Christ's 
simplicity of teaching from off the face of the earth, and have 
forgotten His most cherished precepts. 

From“ Notes“ by “ M.A.(Oxow.)." 


A Dream Prostem.—In Licur of November 20th, 1915 
we alluded to a curious problem raised by the editor of the 
Indian journal " Practical Medicine” relating to an odd dream 
experience which had been brought to his attention, The 
dreamer almost every night found himself addressing an assem- 
bly of persons most of whom were his friends and acquaint 
ances. In the course of his speech he explained to them that 
he was only droaming and that they were merely tho creatures 
of his dream, a statement for which they naturally demanded 
some proof. How, it was asked, was the dreamer to convince 
the creatures of his dream that it was a dream, This query 
being sent out far and wide elicited a host of replios, a selection 
of which is now published under the title “Tho Dream 
Problem," Vol, I. (“ Practical Medicine," Delhi, India). Some 
of the writers see nothing but absurdity in tho question. 
Others (especially the Indian contriputors) it starts on elaborate 
disquisitions on the philosophy of dreams, of a depth so pro- 
found that only tho most patient readers can hope to fathom 


it. The book is à good illustration of the many and widely 
different points of view from which a i ' 


seemingly lo subjec 
may be approndhed. ningly simple subject 
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MAN, THE MICROCOSM. 


JDDRESB BY THE Rev. W. F. Conn, D.D, (Recror or Sr, 
x ETHELBURGA'S, BISHOPSGATE). 


(Continued from page 382.) 


"All this,” it might be objected, “does not take us far. It 

es not give us what you say it does," But they would find 
jut it did, if they asked themselves what the origin of this 
gitaordinary power was, There was something more in 
wili stage of evolution than in the preceding stage: it grew as 
ont along. There was something in man that was not in 
je animal, something in the animal that was not in the 
ygetable, and he would suggest that in this fact lay the 
| poise and potency of man’s persistence beyond physical dis- 
tion —because while closed in by Nature, while rooted in 
Nature, he was engaged all the time in transmuting the powers 
if Nature into something higher. 

That was his first point. His second was that man was also 
noted in God, When he (Dr. Cobb) was educated for holy 
odors he was indoctrinated with the deistic view of God which 
ms then predominant, but that view, which separated God 
md man by a vast gulf, no longer existed. It might still be 
preached in obscure coteries, but it was practically dead, and 
wiit had gone everything that might be adduced against 
thepersistence of man, His (the doctor's) father had no doubt 
lat the fragments of the mortal body would, at some distant 
ite, by the wonderful power of God be collected and restored 
tolife, but he did not suppose for a moment that his father 
Wld that belief now. He was sure that his father could see 
mw that the resurrection was over, and there was no need for 
the collecting of fragments. What was the reason of the 
dinga? It was not the result of “new theology.” The 
wplanation was that most of them had come to hold as a 
maoned conviction, as a truth which was the highest of all 
truths, that man was organic to God—that man was a spirit- 
ling of such lofty sublimity, so near to God that he was as 
meessary to God as God to him. The speaker could not con- 
five of thero ever having been a time when God and man 
E two aspects of the same one coherent indivisible 
hole. 

He would take an illustration from the electric light. A man 
itched it on. The source of the light was the current, which 
met with resistance; the light was the event. In the same way 
God was the Power. He had made the current. Man was the 
centre. That was what he meant by saying that man was 
organic to God. The fact that he was rooted in Nature need 
not Worry him, seeing that he was still more deeply rooted in 
God Himself. They might claim that they were in a literal 
sense sons of God. 

Dr, Cobb here quoted a striking passage from Swinburne 
tiforcing the same thought; also the declaration of St. Paul 
E " who, after all, knew more than some of us "—that “neither 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature can separate us from 
thelove of God." “If it be true," said the speaker, “then I 
am not locked up in the processes of Nature. I am not a 
phenomenon of the material order, not merely what the sight 
to the eye or the ripple to the sea. I am not merely the boat; 
lam the rower in the boat; not merely the tune, but the 
payer. The boat may perish, the tune may cease, but rower 
‘And player remain." 

If man were rooted in Nature alone, then he was a transi- 
tory being, for Nature was transitory, always changing. All 
hango meant the breaking up of some combination into its 
"Wements, Taking a man's sensations, ideas, thoughts, Ko., 
wuld they split up the man and have these things remaining, 
"part from the man himself? One could separate water into 
its elements, but one could not soparate the thoughts and 
"wnsations of a man from the man himself. They were the man, 
ind because he was complex ho was not in his essential self 
y subject to tho process wo called change. So on all grounds 
there was somothing about him of a mystical and transcendent 
vharactor which guaranteed that he did not disappear with the 
break-up of the physical body. No one of those present would 
dream of idontifying himsolt with his body. Though intimately 
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connected with the man, it was not the man: it was merely a 
kind of overall which he would ultimately put off. Man was 
becoming more and more convinced of his ultimate indepen- 
dence of the body. 

A further point. We had another side to our nature and 
that was the love of ideals. The man devoid of ideals was no 
man. Our most real self was to be found in those few moments 
when we were prepared to stake all we had on a certain ideal. 
“Though the whole race perish,” said Plato, "truth, beauty 
and goodness still persist." The story of human progress was 
the story of how man had been endeavouring to grasp more of 
the eternal truth, beauty and goodness. Those ideals were 
eternal, and, being properties of persons, they made their pos- 
sessors eternal also. 

That last remark went to show that something more than 
mere survival awaited us. One could conceive of man being 
like a clock wound up to run for a hundred years or so in some 
universe or other. But no, there was something about him, 
with his wonderful powers of clinging to the ideal, of living and 
dying for the ideal, which spoke of immortality, an immortality 
not only waiting for him on the other side, but already in his 
possession. Many a young soldier was offering his life because 
somehow he had got it into his head that the freedom and the 
glory of England was an ideal; he was fighting for the incarna- 
tion of an ideal in the hope that by his sacrifice it would be 
brought nearer to embodiment; and he (Dr. Cobb) could never 
doubt that a young man with that spirit had the secret of im- 
mortality already within him. 

There was, then, no need to be sceptical. If man was rooted 

in Nature and in God, man was not merely an appearance, but 
an aspect of God Himself. The Chairman had referred to 
anthropomorphic conceptions of God, but the word " anthropo- 
morphie" had a true sense as well as a false one. We were 
bound to interpret God by the only standard we had—man's 
own personality. It was the highest thing we were aware of. 
The mistake was that some people interpreted God by a bad 
anthropomorphism. If we interpreted Him by the highest we 
could conceive of, that was the best we could do. If man was 
the consummation of all the processes of Nature, if God was 
manifesting Himself through man, then it was through man 
we had to interpret God. If we took the idealistic view of 
man's true nature and being, we had in God what we had in 
our own self. 

Man had two qualities which appeared on the surface to be 
mutually contradictory. We found in him identity and diversity. 
He (the speaker) was conscious of being the same individual that 
he was twenty years ago and yet he was changed. In the same 
way identity in the Divine Being was consistent with the 
existence of an element in His nature which belonged to 
change. Further than that we could not go. Fixity and 
change were both true. In our own experionce they harmonised 
perfectly, neither got in the way of the other, and there was 
no reason why we should not say of the Deity Himself that 
He had a double side. The root principle of life was duality, 
and that was not the whole of the truth. "There was no love 
without the lover and the beloved, and the relationship between 
the two. Every duality was a manifestation of an eternal 
trinity, whatever Mr. Wells might say. They knew the vitriolic 
scorn which that clever writer had thrown on Athanasius as 
having invented the Trinity. Athanasius did nothing of the 
kind. The trinity was in Nature and man. If only they 
could get into the general folk-mind the idea that this life was 
but one fragment of a much larger life, that we had been here 
—or somewhere—before and might be here again; that we 
lived many lives and that each of those lives was lived in some 
one of the many mansions of our Father's House, we should 
solve the problem of Death and tho social problem as well. If 
people once got into their minds the idea that man was essen- 
tially spiritual, like the world in which he was rooted, like 
God whose son he was, they would have solved one of tho great 
problems which had puzzled our philosophers and politicians 
for ages, 

Thus on the question of man's persistence through death 
tho onus probandi rested not on the Spiritualists bat on their 
opponents. But the whole argument went to show that this 
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I must bo the 1 The | ha evor alten 
t" my Sunny sevonteen years a If 1 vould love 
m to-day than I did thon, I d | know that if som 
told ime If you will walk aoro the world bare 
neountoring every pain, privation, danger and hardship kn 
humanity, you shall at the other end tind your child Sum 
I would do it to-day as eagerly and assiduously as I would hay 
dono it then--fearin ng, minding nothing, in my great 
love and longing to clasp him once more in these arma, 1 have 
one hungry for him all these seventeen years, Yot whon hi 
brother, my darling Yorio, lost hia life in this war, the agony 
was ehiofly for him t for Sunny and why 
yl use [ ha earnt t enlise that the one child 
iot dead at all, while the physical lo f the second boy hay 
mporarily ove | me, i ito (Jam almost ashame 
t ay it all th omfort ivon mo by my lost 
ui f nd again, mny 
lowly, but rely, that ime knowlodge reaching my 
undod spirit a n —about the second. boy 
do n rrieve over this thin mothors and wives. Il 
does not moan that the othe is any k It moans only 
still in doop waton 
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i I nd 
life was but fragmor i y 
tho ond an eternal humar tenet Applaus 
i t t 

On the ohairmana [ ul a y vol wa 
passod to Dr, Cobb for hiw int ng and dooply t lit tu 
lee, 

Dr, Cobb delivered an addi under tho same titlo a 
the above at tho rosidenve of Lord and Lady Glonconnor on 
l'iursday, the 22nd ult, whieh wa much on tho lines of the 
one bore reported 

RACHEL COMFORTED. 
Tun CONVERSATII or a Mornen wiru THe CHILD SHE, A 

One Tine, Trovon ne nan Lo 

In Racun 

Thore are many mot during t ea time 
who, like myself, lost one child, perhaps. years ago, and: now 
ainoo the war, have another, or even two or three more 
bowildered sense of aui 


hare with moa 
they find themselves mourn 


Those will, 1 believe, 
prise, and added sorrow 
ing the child recently removed more than they now mourn the 
They may ask thomasolves, 


bocaum 


other darling who passed on earlior 


second. boy nearly all 


as I have done since my " death," why 


the griof and tears now aro for tho child newly gone, while one 
loss comforted about the other 


thought will intensify 


hoart was long since more o 
child And perhaps, as with mo, thi 
the whole anguish, for foar that the first child wh 
Mother doosn't love me now as 


are now all for my brother.’ 


| passed on 


may imagine, " Oh! much as 


she once did, Her tears 
With a woman's intuition that hundreds are thus grieving, 


I would toll thom wiy they now mourn so bitterly the recent 


loss, while the earlior pain is eased 
My Sunny's conversations, 
education which I am aware E am rot viving somewhere (though 


I oan bring hardly any recollection of it through) have told mo 
One 


together with the nightly 


the answor to what appears puxsling in this matter 


knows that ono's love and devotion to the earlier-vanished 


darling have not abated one jot with the lapse of yours 


longs just as passionately for a sight of the loved face and the 
^o 


One 


sound of the doar voice as when the pain was one day old 
that 


tho more 


what doos it moan-the comparative calm of onoo 


fempostuous sorrow as against the new agony of 
recent one 

This is what it moans 
booome aware that that child is not dead at all 


lator, nowor loss, that knowledge ia at present choked out by 


and only this, One has simply 


And over the 


blinding anguish and therefore cannot at onoo penetrate one's 
physical consciousness, nor will do so while we mourn the loss 
of the physical body so doar to us, which is, of course, the only 


thing we really have to mourn The boy himself. is as much 


alive as ho over was, and all that has happened in the onse of 


Mis brother, mother, sister or father is that wo have learnt to 


now that this is so 


You may aak, poor bereaved ones, "Thon why doos not that 
same knowledge comfort mo afroah now 


Woll, it doos, little as you may be aware of it, Your physical 
Your 


spirit is not 


wolf is grieving for that other physical form 
We aro all 


mourning his apirit, though you may think it is 
spirita in the one and same world, ao what is there to mourn 

Wo have never been parted for a moment, could we but realise 
it, All chat has boon parted ia the material part of us—and of 
thom 


But while the 
corning: the duar garmont we loved and know (mistaking it, in 


losa ia now, While agonising reflections con 


the blind past, for the wearer) overwhelm our outlook, we 


naturally ean aoo and realise but little else, The groat truth is 


hidden in our own tears and in our own darknow 


ponar 


I take it that when the day comes, as it doos oome 


or later, when you ean bear to think, and even speak, of ~ him 


or " hor," it ia simply booause you have 


boyond all manner of doubt, that he, or aho, * 


roally learnt to know, 


rown Wise over him, and ar 


that you have 
Soon you will know that he, too, 


bout your second losa 

more alive than ever he was here, You may have no manifests 

tion of it All the same, the knowledge will grow, and grow 

and grow You will unconsciously bo learning it in yout sloop 
ame ns you will do 


when you visit the unseen world, just tho 
at “death,” and thoro lind those you love so dearly and so faith 


You probably will remember nothing of it on awaking 
Tho memory and knowledge lio there, doop down 
oul And thus comfort 


fully 
Never mind! 
in the chambers of your true self, your s 


cones at last 


Often has Sunny written (since his 
cross the paper (too excited 


What's that last 


“death,” be it under 


atood) in his 


even to attend if I called out “Stop! stop 
the sort), " Surely, mother, you 


Then I would ask, 


joyous Way, racing 


or some question of 
ht already 


what you mean 


word 
haven't forgotten /ast n 
“What Do toll me, darling, 

And he would write, “ Why! you were so happy! 


my curls, brushed them, and twisted them round your fingor, 
wont to see 


You did 


Then you went with me in the garden and we 


‘Towser in his stable. You can't have forgotten, mother?” 


Oh, but Thad, entirely! 
Once I asked him, When I am with you at night, do I re- 
mombor about your death Do I ory 
“Oh, no, of course not," he wrote. “Why should you ery 


when I'm there alive all the time 


Sunny hated to see me wear black 
à gravo, and wrote at the top,“ Funeral of Mr, Black 
Ho said, " I want to see you 
I can't 


Once he suddenly 
drew 
I asked what on earth it meant 
The black makes a thick 
Do leave it off, mother darling.“ 

He then began, and at the end of 


in colours fog round you 
got so near to you 

Still I wore mourning 
noarly ovory day's conversation, wrote, “ Good-bye, Mr. Black, 


until I ceased to wear it 


For the preceding instalment of this series of arti los, 800 
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acknowledge, with thanks, tho following 


We have to 
further donation to this fund 
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Miss Duperly 


We have not been ablo to furnish our readors of late, as 


we should have liked to do, with even brief reports of the ine 
terosting addresses whioh are boing given at the rooms of the 
Alliance, It must sufico to record tho fact that on the 29th 
ult, Dr. W. J. Vanstone gave a most absorbing account. of St 
Francia and the monastio order of which ho was the founder, 
30th, “ Morambo," the guide of Mrs, M. H 
illuminating with the 
Promature Death am 


and that on tho 
Wallis, dealt in his 
question “How tho Disadvantages of 


usual fashion 


Uvereome 
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“STARS IN THE DUST HEAP” 

Mn. Boorn "l'AankivoTON on Psyenie. Kyvingnes 
In the course of a long article under the above title in the 
Novembor issue of the “Now York Metropolitan," Mr. Booth 


furkington, the well-known author and dramatist, deals with 


commences with an 


Jh question of life after death. He 
amusing sketch of a typical family, "the Smith family of 
Topeka " who never went out of thoir native State of Kansas, 
mwer Wishod to go and were suspicious of those who came 
from outside that State. Mr. Tarkington elaborates his parable 
with much humour, presenting a satiric 
mind oxhibited by many people towards any world but this, 


Next he reasons on the popular attitude towards deatl 


picture of the state of 


pointing out that there are minds which wrap themselves with 
atisfaction about a confusion of words. “ Death is negation,” 
thoy gay; but how can they know something about nothing! 
Thoy do not oven riso to the scientific height of a guess. 

"In man," continues our author, “there is a profound 
physical distaste for death, He lots his mystic 
tant of it vaguely on coromonial days, but ho really does not 
wih to think about it at all. 


{o throw discredit upon investigation and investigators.” 


s and priests 


Therefore he is naturally inclined 


diimed that this very distaste for death is the only basis of 


gun's hope of survival, 


Aud there are others who say that man got the notion that 
fo had a soul through his sava; 
woke from slumber and said, “ I have been in strange places, 
obviously far away from my sleeping body. Therefore there 
must bo two of me—tho me of my body, and the me that 
aves my body nnd goes away. Hence, when my body dies, 
tho mo that dreamed may still be alive," ‘The civilised man's 
dam of survival is only a savage's dream after all, these 
mMionalists say. 

Thus they claim to have demolished the theory of survival. 
But, plainly, they may be (for all they know) exactly like the 
fitional argufiers who may have said, in the year 1491 Anno 
Domini: “The earth is flat. Columbus believes it is round be- 
muse his grandfather had a passion for round fruit, such as 
oranges and apples: the love of rotundity is inherent in his 
blood.” "To imagine the origin of a desire or a conception is 
not to prove that the thing desired or conceived has no existence, 
w any hungry child will demonstrate to a doubter's satis- 
faotion, 


incestor's dreams ; the savage 


Noxt he deals in caustic fashion with those who despise 
faychic evidences on the ground that the kind of world fore- 
shadowed is not what they consider they have a right to 


expect, 

And there are the other credulous: 
stango notion that Nature necessarily works with a kind of 
Mobbishnoss or aristocracy of gesture. They look for the 
dramatio and graceful in hor, expecting her to show forth some- 
thing Grocian in great matters; they respect a thirty-knot 
tattloship and forgot? Watts and his toa-kettlo; they would 
liko to seo Ajax defying the lightning, but cannot believe that 
Ajax might better have understood what he was about if he 
had bogun by rubbing a cat's back in the dark. of a woodshed. 
“What!” thoy c * Look for the high dead among * mediums,’ 
*psyohios,’ slate-writors, rappers and trance babblers ? Do you 
poet Mosos to be rapping m all right’ on a four-dolla: 
tablo in a ‘back-parlour’ smolling of fried potatoes?” The 
mokor answers, 1 do not expect Moses, I do not expect at 
all.” ` 

An inventor explainod why the Wrights mado an airplane 
that would fly, hey weren't graduates," he said. “They 

adn't been conventionally educated in meehanies, They 
adn't learned that certain things couldn't be done—so they 
did them!" ‘This explains, incidentally, why genius usually 
tomes from the country, and, pertinently, why it is scientific 
to koop an open mind. 3 

Iti» a very long article, and we aro the loss reluctant to 


those who have a 


D 


skip much of it because, exeellontly as it is written, it deals 


‘with many matters which are already old ground to most of us. 
We give the concluding portion as representing an attitude 
which is now a growing one amongst thoughtfal observers to- 
wards the question of psychic evidence’ : — 


Now, certain men have said that they have evidence of sur- 
vival, and some of these men are scientists even scientists by 
profession. If they have the evidence which thoy say they have, 


m 
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More- 


ovr, some thinkers (in their own dislike of the subject) have 


li, before ve y long, the 
no doubt 


then it i ig to be possible to establ 


t mankind. There i 


that the men believe the evidence; and tl 


j! 


most important fact that in alie 


critics, unable 


to assail their them upon point of gulli- 
But this leads a person of open mind to suspect the 
gullibility of their own; that is, the y may be gulled 
They are, indeed, thus gulled if they de- 
clare Sir Oliver Lodge to be gullible because Sir Oliver claims 
To show Sir Oliver 
gullible, the critics must prove the messages to be fraud or de- 
say, by 
they do 


incerity, atta 
bility i 

critica of a 
by their prejudices, 


to receive messages from a dead person. 


They prove only their own superstition who 
"But spirits do not do thus-and-so ; 


lusion 
implication 
not speak thus-and-so.” 

No doubt, serious investigators have been gulled; that 
secret service men have had 
The question is, whether 


means nothing of importance ; 
bogus money passed "on" them. 
or not the investigators have ever found true metal 
Most of them believe they have; and 
is a circumstance of such significance as may give us 
of all the 
science who have seriously and per- 


if it were 
even a centime! 
therein 
strangely to think, if we will take leisure to note it 
men professionally of 
sistently investigated and studied the alleged phenomena of 
3 Spu itualism, the overwhelming majority have drawn the 
conclusion, as a result of their patient researches, that there 
personal survival of death, 

Only levity sneers at them now—at these patient men who 
have sought truth in the dust-heap. ‘They have not yet failed ; 
neither have they shown the truth—if they have found it—so 
that all men may see it and know that it is indeed truth. Their 
task is heavy, but it is the greatest one, for it is the ‘task that 
i | begin. To lift the burden 
to destroy the great 
Man cannot 


must be done before civilisation c 
of the unknown from the human soul 
darkness; that is the work which engages them 
be sane in the daylight until the night becomes knowable 


THE LATE MRS. J. J. MORSE, 


To the brief record in our last issue of the transition on 
the 25th ult. of Mrs. J. J. Morse, the wife of the Editor of the 
"Two Worlds," we may now add a more extended notice, Mrs. 
Morse, who had passed her sixty-ninth birthday, had been a 
Spiritualist for over fifty years. A woman of strongly marked 
individuality, her Spiritualism was of a broad and liberal cha- 
racter, and in a quiet and unobtrusive way she did much for the 
cause she loved, Some twenty years ago she was one of the 
best known ladies in metropolitan Spiritualist circles by reason 
of the genial hospitality which she extended to workers from 
different parts of the country as well as from abroad, whenever 
they visited London, She aecompanied her husband during 
his last journey round the world, visiting Australia, New 
Zealand, and the United States (the latter for the 
time), and was his faithful helper in 
publie labours. Mr that she 
loving mother and a most excellent 


second warm and 


all his Morse writes of her 
was "a good woman, a 
wife." Her long illness, during which she was nursed with un- 
remitting care by her daughter, was the result of heart shock 
from an air raid in London on. August. 15th, 1915, when, with 
her husband, she was visiting some old friends at Clapton. The 
funeral, which took place at the Southern Cemetery, Manches- 


ter, on the 29th ult., was a quiet one, the attendants being a 


fow personal friends, though many others, int luding represen- 
tativos from tho local Spiritualist societies, were present to 
show their respect and sympathy. Mr. A. W. Orr, at the special 
request of the deceased lady, conducted the services, and in 
the brief addresses which ho gave at the house, in the cemetery 
chapel and by the graveside, he referred, with the warm appre- 
ciation of a friend of many years’ standing, to her fine charac- 
ter and generous disposition. The floral tributes were many 
and beautiful, Mr, Morse asks us to add that the number of 
kindly letters and telegrams he has received has been so many 
that he cannot acknowledge them individually, and therefore 
takes this means of publicity to thank all concerned and to 
assure them that such widespread manifestations of sympathy 
have greatly cheered his daughter and himself 


L.S.A.—Dr. Ellis T. Powell has decided to change the 
subject of his address to be delivered at the Salon of the Royal 
Society of British Artists on Thursday, 13th inst. Instead of 
speaking on Tho Imperial Keystone: 4 Study in the Psychic 
Kvolutiowof the British Kingship," De, Powell will deliver an 
address on “ Raymond Re-studied,” 
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WATER DIVINER WHO SAVED AN ARMY. 


Sapper Krrnnkv's Monivicent REWARD 


In Liaw of April Ist, 1916 (p. 106), we gave an account of 
tho feat of Sapper Stephen Kelley, of the Australian Light 
Horse, in locating water by the methods of the dowser at Suvla 
Bay. The for psychic 


powers is only equalled by the readiness with which it publishes 


“Star” (whose expressed contempt 
accounts of supernormal phenomena) thus recalls the case in 
its issue of the 23rd ult 


the water diviner who 
but one 


Science still laughs at the “dowser,” 
finds drink in the desert by the bending of a twig 
such, at least, has justified his claim to be able to strike the 
rock and bring forth the precious fluid 

This is Mr. Stephen Kelley, lately senior wireless engineer 
of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade, Australian Engineers, with 
the rank and pay of a sapper; now a civilian with a temporary 
pension of 7s, Gd. a week, 

In the darkest days of the Gallipoli campaign, when our 
soldiers on that sun-baked peninsula were dying of thirst, 
Sapper Kelley went out, wounded though he was, and indicated 
a dozen spots where water would be found. And found it was, 
Within a few hours borings were made, pumps rigged up, and 
Gurkhas, Anzacs, and English were drinking their fill and bath 
ing in what was over í 

" Our water supply used to come to us in tank barges,” he 
told a Star“ man, but in May, 1915, I told the authorities 
that there was plenty of water on the peninsula They bored 
where I told them, and found it in abundance. Later I was 

asked to go to Suvla Bay and report on the probability of 
water there,” 


Then follows a thrilling account of Sapper Kelley's plucky 
adventure into the Turkish lines in quest of water, of which 
his strange gift discovered an abundance—suflicient to supply 


one hundred wells. In the course of his narrative he made 


the following interesting statement :— 


I do not use a twig as most diviners do, but a piece of 
copper, a penny, or a length of wire, or, as in this case, the 
copper driving band of a Turkish shell,” 


As n result of his expedition to Suvla Bay in August, 1915, 
wells were sunk according to his directions, and before long — 


“every man of the 100,000 troops had his water bottle full, his 
thirst quenched, and many of them were bathing in buckets. 
During the next two days I located thirty-two springs, the 
deepest only 25ft. below the surface, 

A few days later I was invalided home, and thousands of 
troops, black and white, lined up to give me a cheer, And now 
I'm invalided out as unfit, and have had to fight the authori- 
ties to get my pension of 7s. 6d. a week, while my offers to go 
and find water on any front in the world have been rejected," 

Mr, Kelley has been conscious of his peculiar gift since he 
was five years old, when he used to find water in the fields 
near his Australian home. 


We wonder what Sir William Barrett thinks of it 


MYSTICISM, 


The ideas given below are summarised by a correspondent 


from an address recently delivered at the Academy of 


the Order of Ancient Wisdom, John Dalton-street, Manchester, 
by tho President of the Order, 


True mysticism is an exact science, and, contrary to many 
opinions, it is intensely practical, since true mystics, far from 
being dreamy, unpractical people, are invariably the most 
practical, elear-seoing of any. 

The mystic path is no idle dreamy fancy, but an actuality, 
and life becomes real through the uniting of oneself with tho 
interior lifo, 

The effects of true mysticism on the various parts of our 
nature ean be roughly outlined as follows 

In the mind it is associated with reflection, research and 
the use of the understanding, and the endeavour to realise the 
Divine Immanence. Man is quite justified in using his specula 
tive faculties and accepting certain working hypotheses as 
starting points, leading upwards, ‘The mind of man has an 
innate consciousnoss of tho Divine Lmmanence, and the endea 
vour to grasp this and interpret it finitely is what the mind is 
incessantly striving to do, hence mysticism and mystics. ‘True 
mysticism is not mystification. 


The influence of mysticism on the will is the joyful self 
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iurronder which is the marked characteristic of the lives ofm 


mystics known to us through history 

The influence of mysticism upon tho feolinga is the push, 
of religion to tho highest point possible, when, in fact, it isg 
longer religion, but becomes mysticism itsolf, and we experi 
that sense of oneness which is caused by the conscious appy 
hension of the Divine Immanence in all beings. 

In the soul, mysticism produces the highest form of o 
templation, ùe., " the loving gaze of the soul upon truth, m 
viously accepted by the mind, and aided by Divine gna 
True contemplation is not severe and strained concentratia 
but rather should be easy and natural and quite a nomy 
activity of the soul. 

The influence of mysticism on the body is not necessarily u 
some suppose, the production of a perfect body, free froma 


ailments. Experience has shown that some of the gres 
mystics have had the feeblest of physical bodies, and thata 
their sick-beds, in the throes of physical agony, the sublimi 
and grandeur of their souls have arisen triumphant overg 
mundane trials, 

Mystics may conveniently be divided into three olas 
viz, the philosophie, the religious and the theurgie or Mtm 
mystic, The first produces the sage, the second the saint, and 
the third the occultist and spiritual artist; they all may hy 
great in their respective spheres. The keynote of thejliy. 
sophie mystic is the use of the understanding and progres 
speculation; that of the religious mystic devotion, prayer 
worship and the love of religion for religion's sake and forth 
love of God. The Nature mystic traces the magical currents o 
life through all their countless manifestations, and in the hag 
of Nature herself endeavours to feel the presence of the Om 
Reality pervading all things. The saint seeks this in its highest 
aspect God; the seeks it in the pursuit of tre 
knowledge. 


snge 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
The New 

Sin,—1 shall feel obliged if you will give me space in you 
columns to correct a slight mistake in that part of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle's recent address, in which, speaking of the orig 
of the new religious revelation, he is reported to have sj 
" Whence did it come ? It came in the main through ate 
matic writing, where the hand of the human medium was cm 
trolled either by an alleged dead human being, as in the cased 
Miss Julia Ames, or by an alleged angel, as in that of Mr 
Stainton Moses“ (p. 365). I presume that the angel referred to 
was the control " Imperator," who was so closely associated vill 
William Staintcn Moses, and I wish to point out that this con 
trol always represented himself as having been at one tim 
incarnate on this planet, and that he controlled his 
medium for automatic writing, but employed as his amanuens 
a control called “Rector,” Imperator“ did, however, gin 
trance addresses through his many written 
messages were followed by a cross and the initial letters of lii 
name and designation—IJmperator Servus Det, 

The controls of Stainton Moses were many and varied, ani 
at times communications proceeded from a company of ase 
ciated controls who used their amanuensis for the purposed 
with possibly one exceptio 
that they had human beings an 
some of them claimed historie names, Among the "Spin 
Teachings” published by Stainton Moses there is a communi 
tion which deals with the influence of music, and in refe 
to this he states on page 211 that it was signed with the ae 
graphs (exact facsimiles) of two well-known composers, as wl 
as by some other names known to him. I will add that a 
psychical researcher of more than fifty years’ experience I wt 
come most heartily Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's admirable address 
and I venture to offer him my congratulations on his esap 
from the trammels of Materialism, and on his acceptance ot 
body of doctrine which is, I believe, destined to revolution 


Yours, &, 
I, W. 


Revelation, 


never 


medium, and 


their message; but they all, 


alleged once lived as 


the religious thought of the age. 
PeROIVAL 
1, Chesham-streot, S. W. 1. 

Nov. 24th, 1917. 


Tun essence of intellectual living does not reside in extet 
of science or in perfection of expression, but in a constant pre 
ference for higher thoughts over lower thoughts. Hore is tht 
true secret of that fascination which belongs to intellectus 
pursuits, that they reveal to us a little more, and yet a litik 
more, of the eternal order of the Universo, establishing us # 
firmly in what is known that we acquire an unshakable cont 
dence in the laws which govern what is not, and never can & 
known. Pm GILBERT HAMERTON, 
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Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week, 
"^ 


w SDAY, Dor ember 18th, at 3 n.— 
For Members ONLY. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. 


i No admission after 3 o'clock, 


x 
THURSDAY, December 20th— 
For Members and Associates only 


Meeting for Devotional Contemplation 


M4 pm.— 
Members and Associates Free; Visitors, 1s. 
te Mu. W. J. Vanstone. 
Lecture on ** The Great Master Monks." 
IDAY, December 21st, at 350 p.m 
j 


Members and Associates Free: Visitors, 18. 


E- with a Spirit Control 3T j Mrs. M. H. Waris. 


i pm— 


E- 


Answers to Writton Questions Concerning Spiritualism 


Subsoription to December Bist, 1918, 
n MRS, Ono Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guinea. 
For further particulars regarding the wk of the Alliance apply to 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
STEINWAY HALL, 
Lower Seymour Street, Portman Square, W. I. 
SUNDAY EVENING Y 
No Admission after 6.40 p.m 
MRS, MARY DAVIES. 
December 28rd.—Mrsa Wesley Adams. 
Welcome to all. Admission Free, Collection, 


Steinway Hall 14 within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford St., 
ind five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. 
Spiritunlists and i inquirers are invited to join the Association, 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


AT 6.30 PM. 


, SUNDAY NEXT, DECEMBER lórn. 
Evening, 6.30, Service MRS. MARY GORDON. 
WEDNESDAYS. Healing, 3 to 5. From 3 to 6, Mr. Richard A, 
Bush attends to give information about the subject of Spirit- 


ualism, E inguivors woloomed, Wednesday, 7.30, MR. J. 
MACBETH BAIN, “Ooo ult Value and Us ses of Foods." 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO FORE IGN 
SUBSCRIBERS. 


We beg to remind our subscribers in foreign and neutral 
countries who have not already renewed their subseriptions 
to “Light for 1918, which are payable in advance, that 
they should forward remittances at once to Mr. F. W. 
South, 110, St. Martin's Lane, London, W.. 2 Owing to 
the war, all copies to neutral countries are now being sent 
by the British Government's Censor's Agents, and we there- 
Hfore cannot insert a notice in the copy of “ Light" when 
the subseription expires, All subscriptions for 1918 should 
therefore be forwarded at once to avoid copies being stopped 
at expiration of »ubseription by the Government agents, 
Payment must be made in advance, 


PS YCHICAL INVESTIG ATIONS 


Some Personally-Observed Proofs of Survival. 
By J. ARTHUR HILL. 


The Author presents the Evidence which led him from Agnosti 
cism to the Belief that Human Personality Survives 
Bodily Death 


CowNTENTS - Immortality. Investigation: Methods mpl 
Further Meeting“ Cases, Other ir Intro De 
tailed Reports. Medium's Letters and I rta, S with A 
Wilkinson, T. Tyrrell and A. V. Peter Able of Foregoing Sitting 
with Principal Names and Incidents Of Mediums, Sitter ] 
„Trivial“ Evidence. False Statements and their Expl ion, an 
Remarks on Wilkinson's Forms.“ Home Medium elepat 
and Survival. Influences or Rapport-Obje P. t 
in Karlier Times. Pre-Existence and the Nature of t After-Lif 
Paychical Research and Religion 

‘To tudenta of I con nd 
authoritative addi iy nal nan 
and incidentally to i i ty 
bodily death.“ — Sin OrtvgR Lopes, F. R. S 


Cloth, 288 pages, 6/6 net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2 
IS SPIRITUALISM OF THE DEVIL? 

By the Rev. F. FIELDING-OULD, M.A. 
(Vicar of Christ Church, Albany St., N. W. 
With an Introduction by Sir Arthur Conan Doyl 
Price 21d. post free, or 2/3 per dozen 
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CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 


(Churon of Higher Mysticism), 
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22, Princes Street, Cavendish 8 e, W. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER lors. 


At 11 a.m 
Members will be asked to speak upon their! 
At 6.30 p.m M I H S 
Inspirational Ad 
Healing Service after the Even Meetir 
Every Wednesday, at 330 aod Į I Mr 
Fainotovan Surra ut 80, York Street, Baker Street, W 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER Urn. 

At !! a.m. es = of MR. J. J. MORSE, 
At 5.30 p.m. d ‘ r MR, J. J, MORSE 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER Ltn, AT 7.90 F.M, 

MR. ROBERT KING. 


Note alteration of time on Sunday evenings 


W. T. STEAD BORDERLAND LIBRARY & BUREAU. 
71, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, W. C. I. 
Holds Meetings every THURSDAY AFTERNOON at 3.30 pm, 
77, NEW OXFORD STREET, W. 


December 20th and 27th —No Meeting. 


Thursday, January 3rd REV. SUSANNA HARRIS 


~ PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND 
MODERN PSYCHIC PHENOMENA. 

Containing : Religion After the War—Reply to Father Bernard 

Vaughan— Reply to Lord Halifax's Criticiam on “ Raymond." 


By REV. CHARLES L. TWEEDALE 


(Vicar of Weston, Otley, Yorks) 
Price Sid post free. 
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MANCHESTER 
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ACTICAI HOMETRY 
MEDICAL HYP) SM AND SUGGESTION 
HOW TO CONVERSE WITH SPIRIT FRIENDS 
PERSONAL MAGNETISM AND WILL POWER 


TABLE KAPPING AND AUTOMATIC WRITIN( 
Price Gd. cach; post [ree 7d. N.B.—Each book contains a full course of lessons, 
Address all orders t 


A VERNER, 15. Vernon Street, BOLTON, ENCLAND 


THE SPIRITUALIST EDUCATION COUNCIL. 
Third Course of Lectures and Classes. 


77, NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C. 


Wednesday, December 19th Mn. EnsxsT HUNT. 


Developing Classes, 6.30; Lecture, 7.45; Psycho-Therapeutic 
Class, Friday, 7 p.m. (course tickets only). 

Courre tickets (12 lectures Ko.), 7s. d, Term tickets (4 lectures, 

&c) 3a, Single lectu-ea, 1s- At door, or from Hon. Sec., Horace Leaf, 


41, Weatbourne Gardens, Bayswater, Londoo, W. 2. 


SPEAKING ACROSS THE BORDER 
LINE. 


By F. HESLOP, 
Being Letters from a Husband. in Spirit Life to His Wife on Earth, 


5th Edition. Paper back, 181 pages, 1/8) net post free. 
Well bound in Art Linen, 2/IO post free. 
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Peycho-Therapeutic Society, Ltd., 26, Red Lion- 

square, London, W. O. 1 (nearest Tube Station, Holborn). Free 
Healing Mondays and Fridays, 2 to 5 p.m. : Wednesdays, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Special Diagnosis, Fridays, by appointment (amall fee according to 
In 1916 nearly 2,000 treatments were given with excellent 
resulta, Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£1 1s. per 
annum) invited, entitling free admission to lectures and use f large 
library Soldiers specially invited. Apply Hon. Sec. 


Spiritualists when in London should stay at 
Hunstanton House, 18, Endeleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2 


minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes Bt. Pancras and King’s Cross); 
Terms: 4s. Bed and Break- 


central for all parts; perfeet sanitation. 
fast; no charge for attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley 
Watts, Preprietress. 
Jooks by J. Hewat Mekenzie.— Spirit Inter- 
course : Ite Theory and Practice.” Cloth, 234 pages. 2s. 11d. 


“First Steps to Spirit Intercourse.” 3jd. post free. "If a 
' 2id. post free rom Office of 


means), 


pn free. 
Soldier Die, Shall he Live Again? 


Lion, 110, St. Martin's-lane, W C. 2 
(ja Boards and Crystals are not obtainable 


until after the war, the makers being now on war work. l 
Identity," Spirit Teachings,” and“ Wallis Guide to Mediumship " 
are at present out of print 
(furnished) close to Russell Square. 
4 Vegetarian cookery previded if required ; electric light; bath, 
bot and cold; highly recommended.—51, Hunserstreet, Brunswick 
Square, Bloomsbury, W C 1 
"('urative Suggestion, by Robert McAll«n. 
J Explains bow hypnotic suggestion acta, with evidence showing 
ite value in treating moral, mental, physical and nervous disorders, 
as Insomnia, Neurmsthenia, &c.; free by post from the author, 
Regent House, Keogent-street, London, W. I. aud Croydon. 
f['he Place of Jesus Christ in Spiritualism. 2nd 
edition. By Richard A. Bosh, F.C. 8 Obtainable from the 
Auther at Morden, Surrey, post free 3d., or 28. Gd. dozen 


FEST GIF. com 


IAM 


| LoNDON SPIRITUALIST ALL 
110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE. W.C 


LiwrTZD BY GUARANTEE, ANO NOT HAVING 4 Carat Dn 
INTO SHARES, 
Established 1884. Incorporated 1896, 
By the Memorandum of Association the Members are Proh 
from receiving any personal benefit, by way of profit, from the in 


or property of the Societv 
Presidents $n. Spirit. Life, 


W. SrAiNTON Moses AND E. Dawson RooEEs 
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL, 


| 

I 

| 

| 

| VicEg-ADMIRAL W. USBORNE Moore, | Vice-Pratidonü 


Henry WITHALL, 
E. T. Powxll, LL. B., D 


| Mes. W. P. BROWNE. : 
Mns. FronENcE M. FINLAY. D. Ro e 

| Davip Gow. E. R. SzRO0COLD SKEEIA 

W. Kensetr STYLES. ' 


| H. Ernest Hont 
Mus. CATHERINE E. LUCKING. 
W. R. Moores. 

This Alliance has been formed for the purpose of sffording infora 
tion to persons interested in Psychical or Spiritaaliscic Phenomens, 
means of lectures and meetings for inquiry and psychical research. 

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time. Membena 
admitted free to the Tuesday afternoon seances for illustrations, 
clairvoyance, and both Members and Associates are admitted fræ | 
the Friday afternoon meetings for Talks with a Spirit Control 
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The work deals generally with life beyond the grave, and 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


We had intended to preserve some degree of reticence on 
the subject of what is gaily termed the rock-throwing 
spook,” at Cheriton, but this desire was set at naught by a 
general incursion of the newspapers, With Mr, Hesketh, 
the electrical engineer at Folkestone, who first brought the 
matter to our notice, we felt that the full particulars should 
not go into print until the story had been made reasonably 
‘complete by the discovery of something that might at least 
‘suggest an explanation. Meanwhile the comments on the 
matter in the general Press are interesting and sometimes 
amusing. “The Londoner,” in the “ Evening News,” takes 
up an attitude of sympathy and belief. This,” he writes, 
“is a chapter ina very old ghost story. Easier it is to 
believe it than to disbelieve it. We who are learned in 
ghost stories know that ghost well.” And, of course, the 
Poltergeist is very well known both to folk-lore and to 
sientific psychical research. 

* * * * 


In recent months we have published accounts of Polter- 
geist phenomena in countries as distant as India and 
South Africa. “The Londoner" is quite logical in his 
views on the credibility of the subject. Mr. Warren Bell, 
that well-known writer for boys, gives us, in the “ Evening 
News,” another explanation. He finds a solution of “the 
Cheriton mystery " in a theory of the Little People, “the 
descendants of the cave-dwellers.” “ Disturbed in their 
many-centuries-old cave dwelling by Mr. F. W. Rolfe, the 
builder, and his assistant, they promptly showed their 
resentment by hurling at the intruders such missiles as came 
to hand.” They are “fierce little fellows,” says Mr. 
Warren Bell, “and very strong and active.” 
O. Duncan, writing also in the " Evening News," thinks 
an explanation might be found in "some new kind of gas 
given off by excavations in the cave," Then, of course, 
there is telepathy. But no one has yet suggested the 
possible presence of a stray cat. We have heard of 
marvellous things being done by cats at the seaside. Some 
familiar lines on the subject in " H.M.S. Pinafore” recur 
Nobody has yet suggested cats, 


Mr, James 


to our mind. 


But while it would be interesting to arrive at some 
“working hypothesis” in the way of a solution of the 
“Cheriton mystery” a specific explanation is not of the 
first importance, These phenomena in themselves are a 
challenge to a self-satisfied materialism. They stir up 
interest and provoke inquiry. They are a part of the plan 
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Price TwoPence, 


of campaign employed by higher intelligences than those 
of earth to awaken stagnant minds, We see a design 
behind them they are like the moves on a great chess 
board. The thing is to force upon the general consciousness 
the idea of an unseen world and unseen agencies, It may 
sound an audacious guess, except to those who have watched 
the various moves for many years and seen something of 
their timeliness, significance and a kind of quiet co 
ordination, 
* * Li ' 

Objeetion has been made to the apparent imbecility of 
some forms of psychic phenomena, Well, perhaps they 
are nicely graded to the kind of intelligence to which the 
appeal has to be made, After listening to some of the 
questions, objections and ` explanations” which are evoked 
by such a story as that from Cheriton, one is not impressed 
by the quality of that intelligence. We hear much of the 
gullibility of those who believe in supernormal powers and 
agencies. But it will not bear comparison at its worst 
with the abject credulity frequently shown by the sceptics, 
Rats, gas, chemicals, inebriety, telepathy, the subconscious 
mind, the unknown forces of Nature, anything, everything, 
however preposterous, rather than the afable familiar 
ghost.” Let us very slightly adapt the words attributed 
by counsel for the defendant in that celebrated breach of 
promise case, Bardell v. Pickwick”: My dear Mrs, Grundy, 
you're a good creature; compose yourself to this situation, 
for to this situation you must come,” The ghost is here, 
and he flatly refused to be “laughed out of court.“ 


The following from a review of Sir William Barrett's 
latest book, "On the Threshold of the Unseen,” in the 
current issue of the Hibbert Journal” is worth quoting, 
The review. is from the pen of Mr, T. W. Rolleston, who, 
after some critical observations (not entirely just) on the 
subject of Spiritualism, writes: 


It does, nevertheless, seem to be clearly established, by the 
investigations of the author and other eminent men who have 
concerned themselves with the question, that some power 
exists which is capable of displaying itself in a manner contrary 
to all the known laws of Nature, and behind which there is an 
intelligence which is not the common and normal intelligence of 
man as he exists in the body upon earth, It seems impossible 
for any reasonable man to dispute the case for further study, 
philosophic and scientific, of the evidence so far collected and 
admirably presented in the volume here reviewed, 


Seer Nor Law-arvgn,— The poet at large in the community 
is worse than a lion in the streets, There is no predicting his 
purpose: liberty, equality, fraternity, perhaps anarchy, free 
love, the assassination of princes. He disregards convention 
and overleaps custom; he derides respectability, he despise, 
the law, Milton appears to have had a leaning towards polygamy, 
Burns, Byron and Shelley were reckless of social order, 
Landor's simple eroed required merely that the last king should 


be strangled with the entrails of the last priest. For these 
things society is not yet prepared: perhaps it may never be 
prepared, and it is therefore perhaps justified in declining to 
accept the poet as a law-giver.— Pror, W. MacNee Drxon, 


— 
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“ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE UNSEEN”: 


SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS. 


Bx F. C. Co , M.A 


I have been reading with profound interest and admiration 
Sir William Barrett'slast work; the chapter on Human Per- 
sonality has deep interest for me as, for the last three or four 
years, I have been writing a book in which I try to worry out 
what personality really is. I venture, therefore, on certain 
constructive, not destructive, criticism of one statement Sir 
William has made—I think I expand rather than contradict 
the theory he supports. 

Sir William says :— 


Even when there are interruptions of our self-consciousness 
ns in sleep, we recognise the self that wakes up in the morning 
as the same self that went to sleep overnight. 

This statenient, I think, requires consideration. 

S. T. Coleridge said that Self-consciousness is groundless 
because it is the ground of all activity," and with this Emanuel 
Kant practically agrees. The real self in each of us we may 
term the transcendental subject, the soul of man, the self- 
conscious subject or even the subliminal self, as we please. 
The one sheet-anchor we have exists in self-consciousness we 
are always self-conscious subjects. "Self" has no meaning 

unless the self is self-conscious ; therein lies personality. 

How, then, should we read what Sir William has stated, 
when there is no interruption of self-consciousness even in 
sleep ? 

What is meant is that there is interruption of self-conscious- 
ness in sleep in relation to the objective (the material) universe, 
In sleep the self-conscious self is divorced from physical activity 
and its brain is at rest, so the sleeper cannot communicate with 
the external by use of his body and brain. The sleeper 
appears to his waking fellows as unconscious because he cannot 
use his body and brain as he can when awake. This éxplana- 
tion is of great importance to the Christian, the Spiritualist 
and, indeed, all who believe there is a soul in man. For if we 
hold that the self-conscious subject does not exist in sleep we 
make embodiment (physical activity) an implicit part of our 
personality; if in sleep self-consciousness is absent, & fortiori it 
is absent Bear in mind that though in 
sleep there is absence of physical activity it by no means follows 
I do not think, for 
instance, we can condition telepathy in time and space, and, if 


when death comes. 
there is absence of psychical activity. 


this be so, telepathy marks psychical activity. 

I think from what I read that the theory of telepathy which 
I supported in Personality and Telepathy” is making way, 
Shortly, I hold that telepathy is general, it exists in full com- 
munion between each of us as transcendental subjects (as 
souls). What we term cases of telepathy are merely meni- 
Sestations of telepathy. 
munion emerges in community of thought or impressions between 


Mr. 


Gerald Balfour has suggested a theory of telepathy which ap- 


They arise when this general com- 
certain of us as embodied selves—as supraliminal selves. 


pears to me the same as that baldly stated above. 

Now telepathy exists during sleep, and so there is psychical 
The 
it is the supraliminal 


activity for the sleeper which imports self-consciousness. 
subliminal self is always self-conscious ; 
self which may be said to be or appear to be unconscious at 

to the chjective universe We call a 
simply because, to us, he is incapable of using 
This does little harm 


times in relation man 
" unconscious ” 
his body ard brain as he can when awake 
in ordinary parlance, but in psychical research we must always 
bear in mind we are dealing with the psychical, and that em- 
bodiment with its physica activity is no implicit part of per- 
sonality: it effects, really, a restriction on personality 

The supraliminal self is the subliminal self restricted or 
inhibited by embodiment in time and space. 

In connection with what is written above I would refer to 
the very general assumption that thought is creative.” It is 


not necessary now to oppose the statement. But for psychical 


research it is necessary to bear in mind that thought is not 
creative, It is the self-conscious subject who mses th ught for 
creation 

theory of the 


It is generally held that “a mechanistic 


L I GHE. 


— 
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universe reduces consciousness to a bye-produei 
matter." This is not any theory can do nothing 
The fact is that the se//-con us Subject evolves this me 
And then the self 


turns 


mere 


theory by the exercise of thought 


scious subject—most round and m» 


absurdly 


This theory which my se/f-consciousness has evolved original 


my self-consciousness, 


FURTHER EVIDENTIAL MESSAGES, 

To the previous remarkable evidential messages receing 
by our lady correspondent, L. M. B., through autom 
writing, we now add the following: 


The communicator in this case was Sergeant James Brom 
killed during the war. All the verification was done by lett 
from Sergeant Brown's mother, an invalid ; both were previous 
unknown to the automatist, nor has she yet met the molle 
(November, 1917). 

March 20th, 1917.—" James saw his mother take his pho 
out of the sideboard drawer, fetch a blue frame, and putilg 
by Dad's on my mantelpiece.” 

Note from letter, March 22nd, 1917. 
of his in a green frame and hung it over the mantelpiece, Ius 
have had it in a sideboard drawer, because I often put phota 
there till I can frame them.” 

March 20th, 1917.— Question asked : “ Can you give you 
sister's pet name? Answer: “ Cuftie.” f 

Note from letter.—" One of her names is a little like it” 

March 20th, 1917.—“ Met Richard ——.” 

Note from letter.— A dear chum was killed a few months 
before James; he was called Richardson.” 

March 20th, 1917.—“ Met Tiller.” 

Note from letter.—" I find that James had a friend namal 
Tiller, whether alive or not I do not know.” 

KEwplanation.— Every effort has been made to find ont 
whether ‘Tiller has been killed, but no reply has yet come fro | 
Canada, where his home is. | 

April Ist, 1917.— Met my friend Gunner Hunt.“ 

Note from letter from friend of James Brown.—" I think 11 
chum James did know a man by the name of Gunner Hunt 

June 10th, 1917.—A bar of music occurred in the smg 


“T put an enlargement 


after the signature. À ) 

Note from his mother's litter. — In one of his letters i 
mentioned he was with a musical family, and playing and sing 
ing a good deal." A 

Note from letter from a sergeant.— It certainly wears tis 
aspect of a bugle-call.” 

June 10th, 1917.—“ Tiller (see above) was a good más 
mother, a lover of truth . his face reminds me of Lenda 

. you know Lender . . nice chap, good chap, had aws 

of looking you straight in the face.” 

Note from letter-— There was a boy in James’ platos 
i he wrote me when le 


whom James thought very highly of ; 
was killed ; the name was given, it was like Lender." 

A later letter says that the name was Lyda 
— W——; m 


Explanatien.— 

June 10th, 1917.—" Did you get up on F 
the heat too much for you, my best one? 

A from letter.—" At A a. m., on Friday, June 8th, Iv 
awakened by torrents of rain, and thunder; as thunder almp 


upsets me very much, I dressed and came downstairs, and lay 


on the sofa.” 


June 10th, 1917.—" Big naif Dad put for that wal. 


Note from letter.—" Mr. Brown drove in two nails acre 
the bay window 

June 10th, 1917. ' Send Molly my love." 

Note from letter.—" James always called her Aunt Mary, 


but my daughter always called her Molly 

June 10th, 1917, " May I write 
e for his mother followed.) 

Note from letter.— At iarter to ^ p.m., June 10th 
I was standing at the open wir w, and asked him (Jame 
brown), if he heard me, to send a message to you then.” 

Erplanatin Just & p.m. the automatist felt: 
strong impulse to write, but as she was having supper, waitel 
till the meal was over. 


10th, 1917 


8.15 p.m. . . Brereton , 


(A long mess 


about a 


1 


before 


June " Dear me . . we are near . Jod! 


believes." 


Note from letter.—" My daughter tells me that when the 


t 
were children they often played a game in which thev alway 
called each other Punch and Judy: it E ài ‘ 
James called his sister that name.” 

(Pseudonyms are used thronghont.) 


was many years sm 


" 


fecember 15, 1917.) 


ICELAND, 


1916, we reprinted some 


4 DREAM STORY FROM 


| [In Ligur of September 30th, 
by Matthias Jochumsson, the veteran poet of Iceland, 
isan old reader and correspondent of this journal, We 
ye now received the following narrative from another Ice- 
e reader, Mr. K. R. one of the judges of that 
try.) 

- Mjallhvit is the name of my little daughter. 
jr birthday, and she is six years old, but when she dreamed 
gist Iam going to tell, she was not quite five years of age. 
| Little Mjallhvit (the name means snow-white) has no names 

in this country. Perhaps you know an old fairy tale about 
"Snow-White" and the dwarfs, It is well known here, 

pd every child is familiar with her fate, But my little 
Whites” name does not originate from that fairy tale. She 
sa namesake in spirit-land who calls herself “ Mjallhvit,” 
pi is the spirit guide of my wife (she is a psychic), At first 
py Wife did not know the spirit's name in earth-life, but later 
amed that she had been called Elin 
pr er of one Olaf. My wife saw her always in snow-white 
ents, and she used to call herself “ Mjallhvit.” 

— we did know her real name, 

Mjallhvit, and never use the name Elin Groa. 

We had often told little Mjallhvit all about her namesake 
fom the fairy tale, but we had never told her about “ Mjall- 
n "in spirit life, and I think nobody ever did—at least 
de herself has never, as far as I know, mentioned this name- 
uke, but often talks about little Mjallhvit from the fairy tale ; 
nd as she is a constantly prattling little creature, it is there- 
bre very unlikely that she has heard anything about her name- 
ike, the Mjallhvit in spirit-land. 

It has for a long time been my custom to ask little Mjallhvit 
bout her dreams. It is my purpose to make her take notice of 
r dream , as it is reasonable to think she will then more easily 
member them afterwards. 

One evening, a year ago, when I and little Mjallhvit were 
latting together, she suddenly said: — 

“Daddy, I did dream of my namesake last night.” 
thinking she referred to the Mjallhvit in the fairy tale, I 


ul :— 
H 


Linnet, 


To-day it is 


" Snow- 


Groa, and was the 


Later on, 
we continued to call her 


pid you, darling? How did she look? Was she a nice 
ittle girl like yourself? 
"Oh, no; she was a woman as tall as mother, and 


the said her name was Mjallhvit, Olafs daughter, and her 
other was living down there in the town ( Reykjavik)." 
Now, as a matter of fact, Mjallhvit in spirit life has a mother 
ill living in Reykjavik. But never had we told little Mjallhvit 
about her, nor had we ever mentioned her father, Olaf. 
Supposing 1 tell the truth (and this I should be willing to 
firm with my oath), I think this dream of a little child is 
rather remarkable. 
As before said, it practically excluded the possibility of little 
alihvit ever having heard anything about Mjallhvit in spirit 
Had she done so she would most certainly have spoken'of 
*. And the strongest evidence that the dream did not 
e from any knowledge of the departed Elin Groa is that 
n in the dream says, Mjallhrit, Olaf^s daughter.” 
could anybody call her in that way. Fancy a spirit 
ed "Sunbeam," who happened to have a father named 
Hopkins, calling herself Sunbeam Hopkins." That would be 
t the same. I am inclined to believe nobody ever thought 
her in that way. Just for that I think the dream is interest- 
pand thought-transference is a very improbable explanation. 
It seems to me to have been a deliberate attempt to exclude 
explanation and give a good proof of survival. If it had 
n an isolated fact I should certainly not assert anything. But 
ther with other evidences I do not hesitate to express my 
conviction that it is one of the many examples of spirit 


E 
terco 


nes, Iceland, ` Ker. LixwErT. 


October 22nd, 1917. 


Iv you desire faith —then you've faith enongh. 
—Bmnowxixe. 


LIGHT. s 


SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE ON 


REVELATION, 


THE NEW 


Sir Arthur Conan Doyle delivered his now famous 
Tho New Revelation," to a large audience, which included many 
at the London residence of Lord and 
Sth inst, The addres , although not 
identical with that delivered by Sir Arthur at Suffolk Street 
On this oci 
he emphasised the importance of psychic phenomena as the 
only reply to materialism, and he foresaw a 
development for the 
future. 
of the unseen world were nowadays bound to state their beliefs 
to those in trouble, It was their duty to put the facts before 
At the 
it was necessary for every person to make his 
Those who had lost their dear ones 


allowed to try and communicate and thus 


address, 
persons of distinction, 
Lady Glenconner,on the 
last month, was very much on the same line ulon 
tremendous 
whole subject of Spiritualism in the 


Those who had received proof positive of the reality 


the bereaved same time he depres ated the idea that 
own investiga- 
tions, might very well be 
receive the consola- 
jut generally he thought the question of 
investigation was better left to trained minds who would be 
able to establish the facts on the same basis as other facts of 
And he 


strongly advised his hearers to get away from the phenomena] 


tion they needed. 


existence which we all accepted without question 
side of the question and study its religious aspects 
The address was listened to throughout with profound 


interest, many of ite salient points being received with 
applause. 

At the close Sin Witttam BARRETT, 
acknowledgments of the to Lord 
conner and to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, referred to the question 
of religion which had been dealt with in the address, 
to his statements on the subject in his (Sir William's) latest 
book, On the Threshold of the Unseen World His own 
attitude was that of Mr. F. W. H. Myers, 
proved the preamble of all religions When one spoke of 
religion it all depended on what was meant by theterm. To 
ufter death, it 


might be lived on this side of death—a 


wd the 


and Lady Glen 


having express 


audience 


in allusion 


that Spiritualism 


him it signified more than the question of a life 
meant such a life as 
life of self-surrender, of the consciousness of God ; a life reveal- 
ing itself in love and service to others Eternal life 
higher life and a life of duration beyond the 
Spiritualism helped religion by removing some of the 
of those who could not 


meant a 
not merely 
grave. 
obstacles which barred the way 
without it recognise the existence of a spiritual world, and 
assuch, it was an avenue rather than a goal It was one of 
the roads to Religion and not a religion in itself. 


“THE UNSEEN WORLD." 


is heading which has 


beep pro- 


the last few weeks was 


The correspondence under th 


ceeding in the Sunday Times during 


brought to a conclusion in that journal on Sunday last. Two 
letters are published, one from Mr. M. J. Pos on, of St. Cecilia’s, 
gives an interesting extract from page 204 of 


by Henry Holiday, tbe artist. 


being two 


Beckenham, who 
“ Reminiscences of My Life,” 
It deals with a case 


of materialisation, the mediums 


seamstresses from Newcastle. The phenomenon was made ti 

occasion of an experiment, one of the girls being clothed in & 
sack, placed in a cabinet and seated on one of a pair of scales 
When the 


medium had lost half her weight, which 


materialised figure appeared it was seen that the 
was immediately re- 
stored when the figure disappeared. The séance is stated to 
have taken place at the house of Mr. Arthur Balfour. Ti 

other letter, from “ Agnostic,” states the writer's concl 


as an investi; gator, that psychi: phenomena are real: but beyond 


that he cannotgo. He has found himself at an impasse. The 
entities who communicate are quite-" unable to convey to your 
ysical life—it is like 
We admit 
psychical explorers; but 
we have s firm conviction that as we press on it will be found. 
like the seemingly impassable wall of whict 
wrote, to dissolve into mist as we ad 
turning back, and as we mut v 
must needs give way before us. 


understanding the conditions of a non-p 
trying 


to explain the fourth dimension." the obstruc- 


tion—it has long been recognised hy 


vanoe 


» forward the obstructions 
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RECTIFICATION, 


It waa the conolusion of a thinker of the past, who saw 
that life in greater than logio, that there was something to 
It had ite 


some forma of truth have to be eradled in illualona and 


le wall LETT] erra unen Doubtloss he "n W that 
wrapped about with fairy lagonda until they ara strong 
enough to stand forth undiaguihad, And certain it ia that 
error in one divectian ia an exeollent eounterpoise to error 
in another, When the world was beginning to settlo down 
abolidly to the idea that death waa the end of all mon and 
all things, that matter was the only reality and tho wholo 
Universe the product of forces without Intelligence or 
purpose, that "play of oppoaitea” which koopa lifo in 
perpetual polsa brought about a reaction, 1t took the form 
af payohionl phenomena, and for a time the dull doninla of 
Matoriation were answered. by the afirmations of Spirit 
Wiliam, Carried at times, it seemed, almost to the confines of 
insanity, Kvorything that could not be at onoo understood 
in the manifestations. was. put down to spirit ageney with 
in indiserimination truly magnifloent, The tloodgntes wore 
opened and things good anil bad aliko poured forth in a 
gener] jumble momngoa noble, dignified and inspiring 
ame hook by jowl with communications that were littl 


but MI 
arent by the untrained minds operating in tho new fold 


"m dreary nnd pretentious baldordaah ware 


of discovery as " apirit communientiona," Anything wais, 


sensational, hun Wie proudly held up aan revelation 


from the unsoan world, ‘There waaa disposition ta over 


look the sane and reasonable side of these things an baing 


too proio, foo much akin to mundane philosophy, 


imagination ran riot, and wild statements, grateaque 
theories, and absundities of all kinds grow Inxuriantly on 
The enemies of " tho now rovela 
tion ' task 
mental pitehfork into the rubbish that overlaid the realitios 
the 


ii 
new superstition " 


the newly turned soil 


had then an easy It was merely to atiok a 


and proclaim iù to be a fair sample. of kind of 


stall by whieh the followers. of the 
wore deluded, Mut in the meantime preciso. thinkens, 
minda of balance and judgment, were concerning themselves 
with the matter, They were not long in discovering the 
youl state of the owo, It was not à gigantio impostura, à 
monatrona deliston whieh had seized upon the minds of 
it was morely the extravagant overstatement 


their fellows 
osleulated to the 


of a piritual reality 


equally exteavayant overstatement: of tlie materialintie “ie 
the 


nieoly balanee 


And those. reasonable. onlookers were quick to doteet 


awa in both positions, In the meantime there had been à 


[ December I^, n7 


general row th of poreeptron nnd di dummen unnotlow] 
hy ome of oui opponent i who have wakend up lntoly là 
tho mortifying dingovery that it in noconaary to be acouraty 


\fovetime it was only needful to say whothor 
falaa il 


Mpivitualiatia position 


something 


trua or Wan no mattor that should damage th 


Anything, however rooklosi o 


slanderous, waa good enough, That in the caso no longan 
ascertain rash adventiurera nave now discovering with pain 
hoir methods: ave beginning to oil 


and contusion 


upon themselves, — "horo In a demand for precise statomonts 
whether for or agninat the queation 

Whilo thia lonion in boing rudely enforeed on tho eritis 
ol payohio nolonoo we may well tako it to ourselves, Tho 
lawa whioh diroot the course of human evolution have dong 
their work and brought into human life things now, ntrango 
and chaotic (although vronlly ns old an lifo itself) in ord 
that they may be sifted, elnanifiod, and co-ordinated with 
It in a question now lou ol 


Alvondy wo have a Imge 


all the aleill at our command 

diseovery than of reetiflention 
vosiduum of evidences which nro proof against the mot 
vigorous analysis, Those acoumulato all the while undar 


the methods of ncourate observation. and accurato Male 


ment, ‘The time haa come for proviso adjustments, sinu 
thosa who wait for our message, having oast in thoi lot 
neither with ux nor with the opposition, ave boceming ove 
more ovitioal, and ave showing thomsolves as impationt of 
rooklons and slipshod methods on ono side as on the othan 


n L] " tí n 1 
In phyaical combat one ~ weapon of provision” 14 mom 


offvotive than a hundred. of the clumsy onginos of war 


ued in the past, It is oxaotly the same in tho intollootual 


wona where one proeise. atntomont ean oasily over-matel a 


multitude of strong bub blundoring assertions, 

Wo have come, in short, to the time when roctifleution 
in necomury, Wyery statement and ovary conclusion put 
forth must be tested by oxporionce, and thus carry with it 
ita own proof, for a truth. convinces by its prosonos, It 
appeals to the intuitions whioh instantly dotoot a falsity 


without always boing ablo to sey in what it consists, 


NOT LESS, BUT MORK ALIVE, 


That the passing of the old ideas of doath is moat ovident 
among those who aro brought into eloweat tonoh with it is illu 
trated by a lotton, a portion of whioh waa quoted in the " Daly 
Mail” of the 4th inat, It was written to the mother of a gallant 
young otlioor who died for his country in Franco, by moomrade 
who waa blinded in battle, Referring to the mon who waw 
killed beside him in. the explosion whioh doprivod him of hii 
aight, tho writer says 

Um auro. they're not loss alive, but much more alive, going 
on with Anor and more fascinating work, with greater aoope 
for development, clearer understanding, and loss to bowilder 
Thinga muat be better in the next ataga 
and frood from all the olumainosa of mattor—wo must havo 


finer powers to work with, and koenor onjoymont, If found 
something to enjoy in every minuto Aere, wo needn't doubt that 


and hamper then, 


he in doing ao there, 

Matthow Arnold, long ago, in. “ Rugby Chapel.” said som 
(ine things about the noxt stage, and. Ruport Brooke, who waa 
my firat school. friend, had some wonderful linoa in one of his 
nonneta, where ho says that we ahall 


Learn all we Iackod before, hear, know and say 
What this tumultuous body now donios, 

Anil fool, who Anva laid our groping Aands away; 
int see, no longer blinded by our eyes, 


The grief and tho loss aro only for those loft behind, und il 
i» good to remember that the long lapso of time before wo aw 
together again is alao on thia sido only, For timo only bolongs 
to this stage, and ovon here its existence ia rather wunsubatan: 
tial, for an hour undor some eiroumstaneos passos as quickly for 
JT. 1 0 — under others, So that tho intervening yoan 
wore he meets von ng u me \ 
that day may follow „ ou nct exist: at all for hin; lut 


| 


| 


pcombor 15, TVA 


pk CRAWFORD'S EXPERIMENTS: AN 


ILLUSTRATION, 


iy Cori ov Hrrirra vor PHYBICAL PERCEPTION 


{ho following romarkable record of a personal experience 
machon ua from the editor of a provincial newspaper 
Tho profoundly interesting. phonomena rosulting from Dr. 
(awlord's oxporimonts in psychic forco and its mothods of 
dwelopmont have sot mo thinking upon a very remarkable 
jnonal oxporionce which | had some eight yours ago, 1 have 
won Onpoolally improssod by his statomonts with rogard to 
pro and woight, and the abstraction and re-absorption of 
"aoro of intangible subtionoss, yot still measurable, from the 
mium and back to her, ‘This force, whatever its nature 
my bo, appears to bo incorporated in the human body, and 
wins to mo to be the reservoir from which the spiritual entities 
dirivo thoir matorial--the term may not be exactly apropos, 
bit it will convoy what I want to express-—for building up 
helt forms for physical perception. 
Tho mont fascinating of all my experiences of psychic phono- 
m was tho witnoasing--and in the light of the Crawford 
Plohomonn being a party to 
| on of a pirit form, My wife passed over to the other side in 
Un ping of 1905, Provious to that event L had taken no 
‘Wrest in Spiritualism, and was a disboliever in the phono- 
munolaimed for it, But my wife, who lost the power of speech 
WM Was unnblo to expross or vonvey any final wishes a fow 
hours boforo tho issuo, had scarcoly boon laid in her grave when 
T bogan to havo strange happenings which compelled my serious 
Attention, and before two months had passed I received over- 
ilming ovidonoe of personal survival and tho endurance of 
monory, 
Ono day in tho autumn of 1011 two very old frionds, a lady 
Vl à. gontloman, called at my house in the country on their 
Homeward run from a holiday and stayed the night, Our con- 
ation ramblod over tho events of yours: in which my 
Mo was always ù figure, Wo rotirod fat 11 o'clock, I had 
“Wtinguishod my candle and was adjusting bodelothos won 1 
olvorved a pooutiar bright orango light about the sizo of an 
Onlinnry candle flamo by tho bodside; it passed slowly down 
AW boyond tho foot of the bedstoad and came back again, 
horo was this poouliarity about it, that when passing in front 
Of A wardrobo mirror thoro was no reflection, Arriving opposite 
moit dimpponred, and I lay down on my right side, watching 
for ita ronppearünee until I foll asleop. I was awakened by 
' hearing tho hall clock bulow strike one, T thon turned over to 
my loft aido, adjusted tho bed-covering over my shoulder, and 
wttled down to sloop again, Suddenly | was conscious of a 
unge prossure on my shoulder and back, which increased to 
MH am oxtent that 1 turned my hoad round to seo whether any 
on had sooreted himself in. the room and was pressing me 
down for somo purpose, It was as though a strong man had 
gripped mo by tho shoulder and was oxorting great pressure, — 
Was not only wido awake, but somewhat alarmed for tho 
Moment, and was on the point of calling out. 
At that moment, however, while peering into the darkness 
T folt a vory cold ourront of air blowing in my faco, and almost 
Ab tho samo instant became aware of a mass of poarly vapour 
at tho bodaido before mo, and T mentally oxclaimed, am going 
to seo this thing through,” The thought had hardly passed 
from my brain before L perceived the dim outline of somothing 
emorging through the vapour, and it quickly assumed tho form 
ola face, In loss time than it takos mo to write, the faco 
booamo perfeetod, revealing my doar wife, and in another 
sooond the vapour had all disappeared, and thoro stood my 
wife boforo mo, a» perfectly as 1 had over soon her in natural 
life, Sho appeared in a favourite silk dross and wore a carved 
floral brooch which was a birthday gift from me, She smiled 
and her eyes wore fled with animation ns if aho folt ploasod 
at having at length accomplished a long dosire to appoar to me, 
Twas fillod with Joy. "Oh! my darling," I said, "thank God 
for thia, thank God for this!” With that she turned and 
moved with a gliding action, not stopping, down that side of 
“dhe bodatend, around a small couch at its foot, and up tho 
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bed 


her motion, She turned her face full upon me, and it was 


other side towards me, J sat up in as | watched 


suffused with a beautiful smile which L shall never forget. 
| said to her, “I 


better in your whole life,” 


am so glad. I never saw you looking 
The room seemed to be filled with 
a lovely mellow light which brought all the details into perfect 
distinctness, She came up to the end of the dressing-table, 
still covered with many of her toilet things, and laying her right 
I now asked her to take 


my hand in hers, She moved towards me, and I leaned towards 


hand upon it, stood looking at me, 
her and held ont my hand, She came up and slowly brought 
both her hands towards my own. "Now," I said to myself, 


shall feel her,” 
tenderost smile all the time, both her hands clasped mine, 


Still looking me full in the face with the 
As 
they closed, in my surprise at being insensible to the touch, I 
said, mentally, “I don't feel anything.” In another second the 

spiritual form began to disintegrate and I saw it fall to pieces 

and disappear, not with a sudden instantaneous vanishing, but 

like the vision of the ancient Etruscan tomb which vanished 

before the explorers as the sunlight impinged upon it, and I was 
again in darkness, 

After the remarkable demonstrations of psychie thrust and 
pull by Dr, Crawford's experiments, I suggest that the extra- 
ordinary pressure which I felt at the beginning of this beautiful 
phonomenon was due to the withdrawal of the substance re- 
quired by the spiritual entity to clothe herself in a form per- 
ceptible to mortal vision from my own body, and that when the 
spiritual hands clasped my own in perfect contact, though 
insonsible to me, it was re-absorbed into my own system and 
the spirit became invisible. The source of the force appears to 


be the same—in the human body. Ido not know whether I 


may be in some degree mediumistie or not, but rappings are as 
familiar to mo as tho strikings of the clock, and I always 
recognise those of my wife, Now I have others, equally 
as distinct—those of my son who fell in the first battle 
of Gaza, M. T. 


THE EARL AND THE SPECTRE. 
By H. P. N. 


L take the following remarkable story from“ Memories of 
Sixty Years,” by the Earl of Warwick (Cassell & Co., 1917) :— 
My fathor, though a very delicate man and mueh confined 
to the Castle when his health permitted him to stay there, never 
saw any apparition of any kind and was decidedly sceptical. - 
But once when ho was away from Warwick, staying for his 
health in furnished rooms at St. Leonards-on-Sea, he had a 
very eurious experienco, and one that affected him consider- 
ably. He had gone to sleep one night rather early, and 
awakened at midnight to find a soft, mysterious light in the 
room—a pervasive glow that seemed to come from nowhere 
and to embrace everything. It lit the end of his bed, where 
there was a skeleton figure partly draped with a red scarf, and 
holding what looked like a javelin, As my father gazed, the 
figure poised and threw the javelin, It passed through the 
wall above my father's hond. Then the glow faded, and he fell 
at once into a deep sleep until his valet arrived with his hot 
water and to draw the blind. He noticed at once that the man 
was looking very perturbed, and asked him what was the 
matter, "Something very sad, my lord," was the reply. “ The 
landlady's daughtor, a young girl who sleeps in the room next 
to this, died suddenly in tho night." To me the special interest 
of this strange story, which I had from my father's lips, lies in 
his eminently practical nature and mind, He had no fancies, 
he would not have permitted himself to indulge in any; sane, 
sober and serious, the supernatural had no hold on him, and 
yet, while the haunted Castle could tell him nothing, he had 
this strange and inexplicable experienee in rooms at the sea- 
side, I have learned to believe that if you are susceptible to 
influences and manifestations, Warwick Castle can supply all 
you need, while if you are not responsive, you can pass the 
quietest of days and nights even in the oak bedroom that spirits 
are said to favour, My own inability to see things has occa- 
sioned me no regret. 


If tho above occurrence. was not due to a chance dream 
(which suggestion hardly seems satisfactory), what is the ex- 
planation P Did his lordship’s subconscious mind in some way 
become aware of the death, and proceed to the elaboration of a 
dramatio vision symbolical of the event ? 


Sw E 


IS A NEW RELIGION NEEDED? 


Bv Bi I H. S i 
Let me r t I t N t 1 
qu nd theret ta 1 i i t 
assurance on what, a Freemason and r I f pire 
write as a reply to the numerous problen und gi 1 
that seem to be tr blin mar | ule 
sent time 
On the occasion of the readir f that t im] nd 
instructive paper at S. tre« Sir Artl í Doyle 
in October last, Sir Oliver Lodge gave usa rig key t he 
blem of the moment, when he boldly asserted that it was in 
Churchianity. not in Christianity, we must hope to t nd im- 
provement. For Christianity is still, as it ever has been and 


ever must be, a perfect realisation of union with G d through 


Christ, to all faithful and true hearts, content to accept 
verence and belief, 


original simple teachings of love, re 


unsullied by any of the ancient or modern additions and 
attempted introductions of matters of ritual, matters of indi- 
vidual construing of forms of doctrinal belief, which must be 
as displeasing to the Almighty Father of all as they have 
been, in all ages, distressing to the faithfal and humbler 
followers of inspired teachers who have placed adoration and 
worship before ritual and doctrinal disquisitions 

Does any real believer in the existence of a Supreme Deity, 
into whose presence we shall eventually enter, venture to think 
that when we pass out of this plane to the next we shall only 
find there men of our particular form of worship * 

My education in Freemasonry, the oldest form of religious 
teaching that I am acquainted with, has led me to believe, as 
the only fundamental preparation for eternal life, in the first 
and last clauses of the Apostles’ Creed, leaving all other ques- 
tions, beyond the existence of a supreme Deity and the 
immortality of the soul, as matters of opinion, helpful to 
salvation, but not absolutely and dogmatically essential. 

Now a belief in those two great principles is one which has 
practised by the ancient Egyptians, 
mother Continent, 


been understood and 
Astecs and other Asiatics who left their 
zuddhists, followers of Confucius and Zoroaster, Jews and 
Mahometans, right down the ages, and not alone by the races 
which have accepted Christianity. 

Will any sane person doubt that the Kingdom of Heaven, or 
by what other name he prefers to call it, which he is himself 
striving and working to reach, will contain many just and 
devout souls who passed over without ever having so much as 
heard the name of Christ, much less gained any knowledge of 
His teaching of the Gospel of Love, though we feel sure that 
they have since had full opportunity given them of acquiring 
that knowledge ? 

Those who have examined into the most ancient forms of 
the religion of Egypt will agree with me that the original 
precepts contain a definite foreshadowing of the Gospel of 
Christ, just as the death of Osiris foreshadowed plainly the 
death of Christ on the cross, while none can doubt the full and 
perfect belief of the Egyptians in the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion, But each succeeding generation of Egyptian priests 
found it 
grandeur of the old belief a mass of ritual, secret and profane 


necessary, apparently, to bring into the simple 


rites, hideous debauchery, immorality and vice 

What percentage of those who condemn freely the later 
evils of Buddhism, and the misconceptions of the teachings of 
the Buddha, to conform to the requirements of weak human 
nature, would thereby affirm that Buddha was not an inspired 
Iossonger, or that his message was to blame ? 

Himilarly, was Mahomot really the false prophet that fo many 
persons who themselves profess a Christianity they never 
attempt to follow would have us believe * Has one in ^ 
thousand of those who condemn the teaching of Mahomet ever 
read the Koran, and decided for himself whether it is the 
teaching contained in that book, or what has been read into it 


from it, that is opposed to the teaching of 


Christ ? i 
í 
Right down the ages, since man was eroatod, the way 9 
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À y I B nt to God 
I Í ild } ur 
é t m t * D 
" * minsti 
ether t p J t f Eg It 
Judea í f Ara Western | 
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ist as despi ! ect idded ur btracted frou 
individual atte pts to improve upon it rrand first prin t 
1 that f tea A pre led or followed H m 
Romanist and Prote int í i men and Nonconformists 
nave í D n ed nt loctrinal q iestions and 
ontroversies itterly unimportant, and nly provocative of 
chism, doubt, and cold indifference 
A change must come, is at our door Through the 
lifting of a portion of a veil, so as to permit of more direct 


influence and instructive guidance from our friends who have 


passed over, Spiritualism, iat 1 preterr« | to call it by that 
name, is being permitted by an All- Wise God to assist its older 


co-worker, Freemasonry, in breaking down barriers, pointing 


out errors, and leading men through Christ to a closer umon 
with God 
Spiritualism, if used aright, is not a new religion. No new 


wanted, since Christ came and showed us the 


religion can be 
Spiritualist teaching, with the glimpses 


way to Eternal Life. 
it is being increasingly permitted to give us of a life beyond the 
grave, is the keen handmaid of Christianity, not its opponent 
or attempted replacer. jut Spiritualism, like all other forms 
of religion, is closely beset by its false teachers, with their 
ritual, satisfying only the 


unnecessary and objectionable 


cravings of ignorant, uninspired, and wrongly-ordained 


ministers and a certain class of over-emotional, unreasoning 
followers. 

Discrimination, complete self-control, and a pure and simple 
faith in Christ, the Divine Teacher, are necessary if we would 
take advantage of the lifting of the veil, and ensure that our 
progress in spiritual knowledge shall be blessed and helpful to 


ourselves and to those around us. 


DOMINIC AND THE DOMINICANS. 

Of the series of lectures on “ The Origin of the Monastic 
and Mystical Orders” which Mr. W. J. Vanstone has been 
delivering at the Rooms of the Alliance, perhaps the most 
eloquent was that in which on the 6th inst, he dealt with the 
Dominican Order and its founder. The story well illustrated 
the apparently contradictory aspects of a man’s character for 
which devotion to a narrow, intolerant creed may be responsible, 
Domingo de Guzman, better known as Saint Dominic, was 
born in 1170 at Calahorra, in Castilla la Vieja, Spain, and was 
educated at the University of Palentia, Ascetic in tempera- 
mont and ardent in disposition, he combined a violent hostility 
to heretics with absolute personal unselfishness, an example of 
which was afforded at a time of famine, when he sold not only 
his furniture but his cherished books in order to relieve the 
distress, Having joined the clergy he soon made himself known 
as a fervent preacher, His zeal becoming inflamed by the progress 
of the Albigenses, he proceeded to the south of France to 
effect their conversion, but as the arguments employed by him- 
self and his followers failed to achieve their purpose he con- 
ceived it necessary to adopt other methods, and in 1208, with 
the papal legates, he obtained the permission of Pope Innocent 
III. to hold courts to try individuals suspected of heresy 
and inflict upon them any penalty up to capital punishment, 
(This was the origin of the Inquisition, though that court was not 
formally established till 1223,) In 1209, at Dominic's instige 
tion, the Pope proclaimed a crusade against the Albigenses, in 
thousands. of these so-called heretics were 


which many 


slaughtered, In 1215 tho order of Preaching Friars (after 


wards called Dominicans), which Dominie had already prao- 
tically founded, received the Pope's formal recognition, It was 


December 15, 1917.) L I G H Pu 


of Augustine under which its member 


wsl on the rule 
wuld possess no property or incon Domípic is stated to ter: 
performed many miracles, in luding rai | 

died in 1221. Mr. Vanstone proceeded to give an account of 
the subsequent history of the Dominicans, wl 

England as Black Friars and in France as Jacobins, of their 
hostility to the Franciscans, and of the power which the two 
bodies exercised in Church and State from the thirteenth cen- 
tury onward. 


ho were known in 


EVIDENCES OF A HUSBAND'S RETURN. 


Mrs. A. L. Roberton, of Tunbridge Wells, sends us a very 
sinking piece of testimony to the genuineness of the medium- 
istic powers of Mrs. Mary Davies, Mrs. Roberton, who lost her 
husband last April, was, after some months’ interval, persuaded 
‘to see Mrs, Davies. By what will be seen was a strange coin- 
dence the appointment was fixed for July 19th at 2.30 p.m, 
“The two women had never met before, and Mrs. Roberton is 
sure that Mrs. Davies could have known nothing about her or 
ter husband. We quote our correspondent's account of what 
occurred :— 


Alter a few quiet moments, Mrs. Davies described my dear 
“me quite accurately and said he was standing by my side and 
Was pointing to the clock, saying, Tell her to look at the 
"od." I knew instantly why he said this: it was to remind me 
t at that same hour and date thirty years before he had asked 
me to be his wife. Mrs. Davies knew nothing of this, and I 
lid not explain it until the end of the interview. She went 
m to say, He now opens his arms and takes you in his 
embrace, and places your head upon his breast, and he says” 
+. . then followed the words he had used to me thirty 
‘years before, which I feel are too sacred to be given for other 
eyes to read. I was much impressed, but even then could 
TOt realise it was truly the spirit of my dear one who 
wae by me, and visible to Mrs. Davies. She then said, 
“Now he shows me something which I cannot at all under- 
stand, He is by a table which is covered with large pieces of 
white Paper, all full of small holes.” “Oh,” I exclaimed, 
that is to prove to me that it is he, himself, who is here, 
because during the last year of his life he was a great invalid, 
and had to give up all his mental studies, and so amused him- 
‘self by cutting music rolls for the Angelus piano-player. I 
ve one hundred and seventy rolls, all cut by him with a 
small knife from the musical score. This is such a unique 
- possession that he feels it is the best proof he can give me of 
his presence with us,” 

Twill not trouble you with anything further; this will be 
sufficient to convince any open and unbiassed mind that Mrs. 
Maty Davies is not a bogus medium. 


I THE LATER /ESOP. 


THE IMBECILE AND THE PHILOSOPHERS. 


In a certain town an assemblage of Pranscendental Meta- 
physicians met continually to debate the great Riddles of Exist- 
ence, On a day the problem set was an Exceedingly Subtle one— 
a Hyperabelian Question upon which great issues were said to 
turn, It ran thus: If 1 and 1 are put together is the answer 
correctly stated as 2 or 11?” On this knotty point 
they disputed for hours to the awe and admiration of all the 
Ordinary People privileged to hear them. There was only one 
- exception in the person of a Man of Defective Mind who looked 
‘on with such an expression of Utter Perplexity that his neigh- 
hour inquired whether he was thinking about the Problem 
No, indeed,” said he, “for there is no problem that I can see, 
- except for learned men, I was only wondering why it is that 
people call mo an Imbecile,” 


D. G. 


Tun JuxwENS' Memoriau IwsrPTUTR, — Owing to the 
absence of Miss Jennens from London, the Jennens! Memorial 

Paycho-Thorapoutic Institute, 14, Oseney-crescent, Camden- 
rond, N.W. 5, will bo closed until January 15th, Since it was 
sponed in August last, one hundred free treatments have been 
E von at tho natitute, in all casos with highly satisfactory 
Tosults, ‘Tho late Mr. Jennens could not havo his memory 
»erpatuated in a way more in accordance with the charactor of 
His lio and work. 


CONTEMPORARY OPINION, 


In the November issue of that excellent monthly, “The 
Future,” we find among the Vote some allusions to 


I 


psychical research, | 


j which the journal treats in a respectful 
pirit. After remarking that "without an assurance of life 
after death, many a member of the human family would commit 
suicide under the conditions which man's inhumanity to man 
imposes upon us," the writer observes : 

It is not a question of rewards and punishments, not a 
question of the suffering poor and the ill-treated of this world 
coming into their own in the next; belief in such a scheme of 
things is dead in most of us, But it is a question of the 
existence and persistence of a personal spiritual self (that 
funetions through the flesh temporarily only for the term that 
is called " life ") when the mortal coil of the body has been 
thrown off, We may glibly talk about spooks and 
frauds, Fraudulent persons exist everywhere, and psychical 
research knows them well in the form of mediums. The 
history of Christianity is full of frauds approved by the Church. 
The illustrious beggar carrying on his body the painted (wound) 
marks of the Christ or of Martyrs was encouraged by monks 
aud unscrupulous professors of Christianity, A thousand 
tricks have been employed consciously by the Church's 
adherents to impose upon the credulity of the multitude, but 
some great traths of Christianity stand fast, nevertheless, 

We have written at some little length on the subject, be- 
cause it would seem that the war has thrust upon us the duty 
of reconciling science with religion. Physical science without 
religion is German barbarity; physical science hand in hand 
with religion should bring about, if not the millennium, 
conditions of life calculated to render happy a fleeting 
existence, 


NATURAL LAW AND THE SPIRIT WORLD. 

N. G. S. writes:— 

In his list of questions and answers (p. 378), Sir Oliver 
Lodge makes a suggestion, which is not quite unfamiliar, to 
account for the fact, which seems to disturb many people, that 
the spirit world is described as very like our own, and in some 
ways surprisingly unspiritual. He says that after death we 
shall be ourselves: therefore, we shall interpret our new 
(etherial) world in terms of our present material surroundings. 
Hence, if we see houses and trees there, it will not mean neces- 
sarily that the houses and trees really exist, but that something 
exists which we interpret as houses and trees. Anyhow, he says, 
the “ thing in itself” cannot be known to us on either plane: it 
is all a matter of interpretation. When the optic nerve is 
stimulated, no matter what the stimulus may be, we interpret 
it as light, that being the nature of the optic centre. The spirit 
presumably has optic centres; therefore he sees—trees and 
houses ! 

It appears to me that this argument is in the mode 
known as the non sequitur. The theory, moreover, requires us 
to believe that our senses here give us no true picture of the 
external world, but a picture which is merely a more or less 
arbitrary interpretation of certain stimuli, of the true nature 
of which we are quite ignorant, That our senses give us no 
knowledge of the ultimate structure of matter one may readily 
admit; bnt when we are asked to believe that the houses we 
seem to live in and the trees we seem to cut into planks may 
have no real existence as such, we are entitled to ask in turn 
for some further elucidation of his theory, which Sir Oliver 
applies both to this world and the next, In the light of the 
theory it is rather puzzling to find him referring to eyes and 
retinas as though he were sure, at any rate, of their existence! 


PSYCHICAL PHENOMENA AND RELIGION, 


The Christmas number of " The Christian Commonwealth” 
contains, among other good things, an interview by its special 
commissioner with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle on the subject of 
" Psychical Research and Religion,” in the course of which Sir 
Arthur said, regarding tho religious truths conveyed through 
the phenomena of Spiritualism :— 

The humbler phenomena have little connection with the 
creed of Spiritualism. They are a device of the Great Designer, 
by which publie attention is drawn to the matter. The higher 
phenomena, such as automatic writing and trance speaking, 
have certainly much to do with religion. "They are the means 
by which the trath comes through. But I may add that the 
truths soom to me to commend themselves by their own 
intrinsic worth, ‘They are the ono line of thought which makes 
Christianity reasonable to mo and to many more, 
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THE REV. WALTER WYNNS EXPERIENCES. 
Man and Woman "for December contains a 
e Editor, the 


making into the phenomena of Spirit- 


The " Young 


her instalment of the investigations which 


Rev. Walter Wynn. i 


ualism. He believes that the phenomena are real and that 


th 


they prove the existence of an after life; for while many of 
them are undoubtedly accounted for by the subconsciousness 
or sitter, others can only be explained by the 
will, in Mr 


est value for the Psychical Research 


of the medium 


survival of human personality. It Wynn's 


opinion, prove of the great 


iety to continue its work, but he holds that all investigation 


be limited to experts as he has had “ incontestable 


' that “wicked and lying spirits can and do communi- 


cate.’ 


After expressing his gratitude to Miss McCreadie and 
Mr. Vango for the great assistance they have given him he 
reports two very good test cases—one being a message through 


Miss McCreadie from a former deacon of his, the medium 
giving 


communicator ; 


accurately both the Christian and surname of the 
the other, a table-tilting message through his 
own mediumship from his son Rupert Wynn, imparting a piece 
of information of which Mr. Wynn was ignorant at the time 
found to be correct. He 
proceeds to narrate as warnings to the unwary three cases of 


a type very familiar to experienced Spiritualists—the first, a 


but which he afterwards then 


manifestation of the presence ef an unhappy spirit seeking to 
escape from the burden of its misery, the second an instance 
of the urgent need on the part of students of psychic 
phenomena of keeping a level head, and the third what appears 
on the face of it to have been a genuine case of impersonation 
and falsehood on the part of a control. Mr. Wynn, in con- 
clusion, announces his intention of issuing the whole of his 
experiences in book form under the title of " Rupert Lives: 
Proof of Human Survival." 


HOW NOT TO INVESTIGATE. 


Assuming the investigator to be in relation with a spirit of 
whose integrity,wisdom and power he has satisfied himself, as it 
is his sacred duty to do before trusting to his keeping the 
mighty interests that are at stake, then he will have to consider 
that this intelligence has his plans and methods, with which he 
can only slightly interfere. He will be forced to decide whether 
he will allow evidence to be produced at the will of the con- 
trolling spirit: whether he will consent to remain, to all in- 
tents and purposes, the passive recipient of what is vouchsafed : 
or whether he will dictate his own conditions, prescribe what 
he wishes to be done, refuse what he does not understand, and 
so place himself in relation with some lower intelligence who 
will bow to his will. He may be well assured that the very 
fact of his being able to command and subjugate the intelligence 
that should guide and teach him is proof that he can learn 
nothing from so complaisant an instructor. He has driven away 
the spirit that could elevate, and has attracted one over whom 
he can lord it. It is to the latter course having been so fre- 
quently adopted that I trace much of the disfigurement and 
defilement of our modern Spiritualism. 

“MLA. (Oxon.)” in “Spirit Identity." 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Licur” or DECEMBER 17ra, 1887.) 


The following startling statement is made in a perfectly 
matter-of-fact way by the “Church Times.” I had no idea 
that the English Church Union was a Spiritualistic society, but 
apparently it is and a highly successful one too :— 

Another admirable innovation is the yearly celebration 
which the E. C. U. has established for its deceased members. 
This was held on Monday at St. Mary Magdalene's, Munster- 
square, and was very largely attended. 

The Newcastle “ Weekly Leader," a provincial journal of the 
first rank, has commissioned Alderman Barkas to contribute to 
its columns a series of articles detailing his thirty years 


experience in the investigation of the phenomena of Spiritualism. 


From “ Jottings.” 


EDGE T. 


[December 15, 1m» 


LETTERS TO 


Dark 


- 
THE EDITOR. 
Seances, 

Sin, —I have just heard that Mrs. Wriedt's sight has } 
damaged by giving dark séances and am told that such k; 
great strain on the eyes. I think this might easily be araid 
by a few simple precautions. : E 


In my own astronomical observations with a powerful tes 
scope, if faint details are to be seen and drawn, then one mw 
prepare the eyes by sitting in a very subdued light for tn 
while before attempting to use the telescope, and then in act; 
darkness. Going from sudden light into total darkness 
darkness into a brilliant light, is extremely bad for the ey, 

and the observations! , 


The same must apply with far greater force to dark stan 
both for the direct voice” and materialisations, or, indeed an 
exhibition of psychic power. We are told that light has; 
disintegrating effect on the particles, drawn from the mediun 
and sitters, which go to make up the spirit-voice or fom 
Hence if the lights be turned up suddenly after a dark sang 
these particles are dissipated and cannot return to the medim 
As a consequence, he or she loses some of the vital force, æd 
the strain on the nerves must be very great. 

All danger could, I think, be avoided by subduing the ligii 
gradually before the séance commences, and turning it on std 
more gradually after it has ended. A fairy light, night-light 
(well shaded), or a dark lantern would have the desired effet 
The sitters would not find the darkness so intense if their ga 
were prepared beforehand, as I have suggested, and certainly 
there would be far less strain on the nerves—without conside 
ing the comfort of the spirit-friends, who must find a sudda 
illumination very trying. 

We should do all in our power to shield the medium fra 
harm, and not treat her as if she were a lifeless machine atl 
to bear any sort of usage. 

I should like to know if at any direct voice” stange! 
gramaphone record of a spirit’s voice has ever been successful) 
taken. This should be possible, as the sounds are all objectire 
—Yours, &c., 

IRENE Toye Warner, F.R.AS. 
(Société Astro. de France, &c) 
" Ardagh," Horfield Common West, 
Bristol. 
November 30th, 1917. 

Fot all of Mrs. Wriedt's sittings are given in the dark. Wi 
have heard the “direct voice" through her medium 
in the daylight. But this, of course, does not affect th 
validity of our correspondent's argument.—ED.] 


THE ROMANCE OF SCIENCE. 


Radio-activity is an explosion of great violence, the energ 
exerted is millions of times more powerful than the highest 
explosive substance yet made in our laboratories, One bomb 
loaded with such energy would therefore be equal to millions d 
bombs of the same size and energy as used in the trenches 
one's mind stands aghast at the thought of what would be pa. 
sible if such power could be used for war purposes 4 
single aeroplane, let alone an airship, would carry sufficient 
to annihilate a whole army or lay the biggest city is 
ruins with the death of all its inhabitants. On th 
other hand, if used for economic purposes power coul 
be so easily obtainable and in such quantity that the pm 
ductive capacity of the world would be enormously increased 
there would be no more poverty, no more sta) vation; fod 
would be so abundant and all other amenities of living so easly 
procurable, that the conditions of a millennium would be expe 
rienced ; the present disproportionate difference between th 
rich and poor would disappear, money would lose its valo 
therefore its charm and temptations, and all causes of quarrels 
between classes and strife between nations would cease to exist. 
— From the Watch Tower," by Sydney T. Klein. 


"Tug New REVELATION."—4A full report of Sir Arthor 
Conan Doyle's address on this subject, delivered at 34, Queen 
Anne's Gate, on the 5th inst., is appearing in “The Christian 
Commonwealth,” commencing on the 12th inst. 

By the kindness of Dr, Abraham Wallace we have secured 
a few of the remaining copies of his address to the L. S. A. on 
December 3rd, 1904, entitled “ Jesus of Nazareth and Mod 
Scientific Investigation,” which was referred to by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle in a recent interview reported in “The Christian 
Commonwealth." These can be supplied at the price of (d. 
each (7d. post free) on application at this office, : 
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the war, all copies to neutral countries are now being sent 
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Che Christmas Holidays. 


The offices of “LIGHT” 
Allance will be closed on Friday evening, 21st inst, 
ad re-opened on Thursday, the 27th. 


and the London Spiritualist 


l NOTES BY THE WAY, 


| In the Christmas Double Number of the "Strand 
Magazine” Sir A. Conan Doyle gives some interesting 
personalia " about Mr, Sherlock Holmes, from which we 
tber that many people have the impression that Sherlock 
Holmes is an actual persona conclusion distinctly com 
jlimentary to the creator of that character. Accordingly 
problems have been submitted to him from the real world. 
One of these was "rather upon the psychic plane," It 
came from a lady who had been given a curious old ring, 
| make-shaped and of dull gold. This she took from her 
‘finger at night. One night she omitted to do this and had 
‘Afearsome dream in which she seemed to be pushing off 
sme furious creature which fastened its teeth into her 
am.” She awoke with a pain in the arm, upon which 
Appeared the imprint of a double set of teeth, After that 
the discarded the ring for some time, When she put it on 
again the strange nocturnal experience was repeated, and 
the ring was destroyed by being dropped into the hottest 
corner of the kitchen range, It is, as Sir Arthur remarks, 
an interesting little problem, We know the phenomena 
well enough under the names of psychometry and the 
Migmata ; but who can explain them? In the same issue 
of the“ Strand" Sir Oliver Lodge is the author of the 
first of a series of papers by the most eminent scientific 
hen Of the day dealing with the question, “What is likely 
W be the next great discovery or invention?“ Sir Oliver 
Wggests a reply by discoursing of the utilisation of 
Vature's more secret stores of energy—intra-atomic and 
therial, 


The late Mr. W. J, Colville was widely known not 
hly as an eloquent speaker but as the author of several 
boks on mental and psychic subjects. Shortly before his 
bath, a year ago, a new book from his pen was in course 
{ printing. This book, necessarily delayed, has now been 
ablished by Messrs, Rider and Son, Ltd, (3s, 6d, nel). 1t 
entitled “The Religion of To-morrow : A Study in the 
volution of Religious Thought,” and is a good example 
tho clear style and breadth of view which characterised 
| Mr, Colvillo's utterances, spoken or written, In a com 


4 
i 


Wight: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 


NETT U-— : 
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* WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 18 LIGHT,”—Paul, 


paratively small compass the work covers an extraordinary 
range of subjects, all connected more or less with its main 
thesis, It discusses Religion in all its fundamental aspects, 
treating also of spirit communion, reincarnation, Karma, 
Theosophy, Christian Science and other modern cults, 
Finally we have an impressive statement of the author's 
views concerning the Religion of the future, in the nature 
of a general prophetic forecast. Throughout we are struck 
by the well-balanced judgments, the judicial impartiality, 
with which the various religions and allied movements are 
reviewed, Withal there is, what is equally important in 


such a review, a high degree of insight and sympathy, 


LI * ‘ * 


Here are some of Mr. Colville' conclusions looking to 
the future of religion : 


If religion is to continue to exist in any organised forms (it 
must be so intensely practical and unmistakably serviceable on 
its practical side that it will be impossible for any sane lover of 
social righteousness to complain that the Church is an indiffe- 
rent force where social integrity is concerned, More and more 
are thoughtful persons coming to agree in large measure not 
only with Matthew Arnold, but also with Thomas Huxley, who, 
th ugh an avowed agnostic, saw in an established Church a 
possible engine of social righteousness of tremendous power, 
provided that the Church lived up to its possibilities for con- 
serving and directing energies directly bearing upon our press- 
ing social and industrial problems. . . . 

We shall look in vain for any definite revelation from the 
higher spiritual regions until we once forall turn away from 
the contentious weangling of ambitious men and women who 
love arrogant rulership and still seek to compel the world to 
bow to their haughty declarations of assumed infallibility 


It may be mentioned as an example of the extent of 
Mr. Colville's survey that even the remarkable doctrines of 
Pastor Russell come under discussion, The book ends with 
a sentence the deep truth of which is often obscured by the 
triteness of the metaphor, All trees must and will be 
judged finally solely by the fruits they bear," 


* * * * 
To all our readers we offer heartfelt wishes for the 


If the New Year bring us 


not an honourable Peace, then may it give us all Courage, 


best the Season can bestow. 


Calmness and Confidence to endure the worst that may 


befall, 


THE ALLIANCE AND ITS WORK. 

On the 18th. August last we acknowledged the receipt of 
{50 from Mrs, T. R. Marshall, the first instalment of £100 
kindly promised by her for providing the Alliance with a home 
suitable for the extension of its work, the establishment of a 
psychic laboratory, and other features, We have now gratefully 
to acknowledge the remaining £50, this generous donation 
forming the nucleus of a fund which we hopo to raise shortly 
for the purposes indicated. We trust that by the co-operation 
of many friends, new and old, we may be able to place the 
Alliance on a basis of solid and efficient service, for which 
thoro is a groat and growing need, 
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THE POWER OF PRAYER. 


DAY 


More than once hav« e been toid that 


permitting His world to purify 


tself m 
knife is salutary and necessary to cut l g I 
so this war had to be permitted that of 
and evil might destroy themselve at would 
have been self-indulgent and le 4 been stirred int 
heroic activity 
of October, amid the 


In the early part of the first wee 


, the following message was 


netve-trying experience of air raid 


ho lived on earth long ago 


received from a spirit w 
hind him a great reputation as a philosopher and seer 


All goes well, very well! The means are having the desired 
result, The stream of life has started to flow afresh; 
looking up the valley of time I see the d 
further up the valley the tiny stream is trickling! I watch it 

w it freshens al! it touches —I see 
to float in it as it trickles 


and 


bed moistening ; 


slow growth and progr 
the dry sticks and lea 


1 Linz 
around the stones and pebbles, moistening their dry surfaces. 


I see it growing in volume as it comes down; and, standing on 
its bank, we are satisfied. Animals and birds, scenting 
from afar the fresh water, come and revel in it, their 
way are refreshed as we aro, 

The dry, hard stones. What is it that moistens them ? The 
terrors. Those places that you shrink from I see redolent with 
prayer—with terror first, but prayer comes out of it. Never 
mind how. Prayer comes from love, it also starts from fear 
Life comes into the multitude out of death—the death that 
threatens them now from above he dead bones shall rise up 
and shall live; they shall be a mighty host, and smile at the 
means that brought them life, the joy of living. 

Mighty things of old I lived through, mig 
experienced. I tell you solemnly this: Each phase of life has 
its mighty marvels, different, but no less wonderful in each. As 
one who has bad experience of many planes, I stand silent; as 
a spectatorf seeing the wonderful sight of the heavens at night, 
can find no words wherewith to speak, but feels in silence. 
This feeling 1 have experienced on each plane, fresh marvel on 
marvel. We have but experienced one to experience another 

Age after age passes, but He is inexhaustible. He has no 
beginning, no end, no fin ality, no wearying, no limitation, only 
life, fresh life, i 

Oh, if you could but detach yourselves for a short space of 
consciousness and see, know, and feel the edge, the fringe of 
things that are—not will be, may be, or can be—but are ! 

Nothing that is, is shut off from the meanest. Nothing 
which is His, but it shall be thine and mine and all men's It 
is His will, and we know it. He has said it: " Thou and every 
child of man art mine.’ f 


and in 


ty things I have 


Ps 4 
The paramount importance of prayer has, in a previous 


communication, been emphasised thus 
Were you to take u spade and upturn a mass of leafy earth, 
you would disclose a number of worms wrig "ing and hnrryin , 
hither and thither 1 
individuality in any of them 
to raise himself and appeal to you by name, that one 
become to you an individuality, marked and different 
the struggling crowd hastening to hide tl 


each resemble his fellow, there is no 
but one of them were 
would 
from 
the 


suppose 


mselves from 


sunlight 
Bo, the masses of men, provided for by the Divine Father 
rvod, bring success, but violated by 


wondrous laws-—which, ob 


ignorance or malice bring forth sorrow and failure—are without 


individuality until such time a 
earth and pray At that instant the link is formed, the indivi 
duality developed, and they become known personally to the 
Father, living under the influence e of higher and 
spiritual laws 


they raise themselves from the 


ind. guidanc 


Miss Fyricia Bcarcugnub is now editor of " The Asiatic 


Review,’ 
Mae. Purr L. Cuaungns, a Canadian correspondent, 


writes: " Recently I took down from my bookshelf ‘The 
Story ol Creation,’ by Vdward], Clodd, and, opening it at the 
introductory chapter, found my attention caught by the 
1 sitive 


following citation from Spencer's’ First Primi iples ' 
knowledge does not and never ean fill the whole 


At the uttermost reach of diss ovary, there 
mt 


region of 


possible thought 


arises and must ever arise the question, What lien bey: 


December 1917 


“THE CHERITON MYSTERY” 


H í 

I t i ; "T 
t ippearir ent Í exhibit the pres » 
Í ttit " : 7 
; 0 e n I Ard [ nyti ng of the sa 
ri itti tud. probably quite honest; for the ign 
ance of the Pr« ne f all f-appointed critics is aly 
irpassed by their assurance. But readers of Lour know wi 
that these curious disturbance very old and world 
Sir William Barrett giv« everal cas« n 1 “ Peychical B 
earch, and end I i int with a confe ion of usy 
and perplexity. But ill these I do not find that the iu, 
method of investigation was ever employed, It is obvious tig 
no research into matters of tl kind 1 be complete ung 


some means are used for getting into touch 


hims 


" unknown for 


The discovery and investigation of an 
The character of the dite 
action of an intelligent operi 
and sometimes them 


will not carry us far 


the 


Nature " 
ances shows clearly 
Objects are thrown with definite aim; 
not thrown, but show by their movement that some 
them. Feet 
Clearly the assistance of a psychometrist, a dir 
voyant, or an automatist is indicated.“ We want a meme 
(The p ychi al power of the boy Pease 


carrying have been heard pattering along th 


passage. 


from the poltergeist. 
should be tested in the Cheriton case.) 

One of William 
The poltergeist has been met with as far awsy u 
In the case I have in mind, a gin & 


Sir Jarrett's stories comes from ance 


Greece. 
South Africa and India 
Kimberley was said to have had a spell cast over her bys 
Malay with whom she had had a love affair. Her food sd 
bed would catch fire, and things we 
Sir William Barrett me 


tions the Drummer of Tedworth, and seems to suggest that te 
vag 


phenomena were connected the arrest of a 
drummer by the magistrate at whose house they occur, 
henti 


the blankets on her 


thrown about iu the usual manner. 


with 


ago I visited a cottage in Herefordshire, w 
had been playing its pranks for a vid, 


Some years 
"racketting ghost" 
3y that time they had ceased, and the te nant's wife told mi 
gipsy had come to the cottage and informe d her that the me 
chief was caused by the mother-in-law, who was still alm, 
practising witeheraft against them. The gipsy, it appears, bsi 
performed sort of exorcism, and the pots and pur 
resumed their usual quiet demeanour. 

Is it possible that we have here genuine cases of witebenlt 
One thing ever 


ome 


urviving into the twentieth century? 
will have noticed. The poltergeist is mischievous, eme 
malicions. but not murderous, He will break your crockery 


and pull the clothes off your bed, he will cut off your hain E 


at you and cause you wounds, but bemi 


will throw brick 

not kill yon If he is a demon, he is not an utterly and 
demon thin ometimes he is just a spirit whos 
flatteringly and unaccountably prefers your room to j® 


dug-out as 


eom pan: Perhaps you may be preparing 4 

disturbing his bone I wish to emphasise this: that @ 
went not anew and mysterious " force" but a permoni 
pir of me Kind- either double of the living, a psych 


body of the dead or a sub-human entity, of nature asm 


unknown l'he objects are not attracted to you by an obse 


form of magnetism, but thrown with hand 


A Tuovont We rejoice in life became 
seems to be carrying us where; because its darkness seem 
to be rolling on towards light, and even its pain to be moving 
onward to a hidden, joy We incompleteness, 
because of the completion which is prophesied and hoped for. 

PHILLIPS 


von TO-DAY 


some 


bear with 


SROOKA, 


Gunter unn ten, At the special service at Steinwy 
Hall to-morrow (Sunday) evening, the 23rd inst., Mrs, Wale 
Adams will speak on “The Angela’ Message.” The soloista a 
bo Mrs. Clare Godley, Miss Ethel Zillhart ( cello), and Mr. H 


Field (piano) The will 
4 with an ong 
recital hy Mr, A. ¢ legg, at 6 p.m 


service commence 


n LIGHT. 
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE. 


i BRAVE CLERICAL UTTERANCE. 


It is not the case, as is commonly thought, that Christ Ihe Holy Trinity (Upper Chelsea) Parish Magazine f 

bed absolute self-sdcrifice. Life cannot rest on a negation, December contains a notable sermon by : : 

d Christ realised that as much as anyone Po 0 , Dr E Hom P the Sunday bet 4 
rice was agneans to an end, condition of self-realisation jul Day), in w he frankly affirms his belief that 

life. And if Christianity, or any other religion, cannot bring principal function of the so-called dea £D i HR 
Me to men, make possible a richer, fuller experience, it mt living, “Why,” he seks, “should such sacred ministry b. 
Christ deliberately said, over and over again, that deemed incredible ? 
He came that we might have life: not existence merely, P 
ta "more abundant life Moreover, Christ lived an dr rid ae t an ati 


nelly social life; which fact, alor 
“the whole duty of man,” viz., to 

maehbour as one's self, proves that elieved that 
ought to be spiritual in its social, or man-to-man, re- cA EM Lgs gay Mes s Pos 
Bonships, as well as in his relationship with the Supreme hardly credil 7 M. IMP a. RE PO as to 

Weng. The sacrifice which Christ preached was always the 1 

werilice of the lower for the higher, 

pral for the spiritual and eternal 


v gratified 


of the material and tem- 10 is Himself essential Lov 


To sacrifice wealth for love 45 : 
of anle 
pot to sacrifice life, but to gain it: for it is to establish one- A APE 
! ; yitis not im} 
ina profound spiritual environment, and thus to clothe the nature of things to r 


/s life with new reality, with love and beauty It is matter, On th« 
the love of things physical and transient, that slays and en- 


the evidence of the 


men; and if we saw things truly, we should realise that of ev nation and every 
7 2 SPET : popul traditions, t 
as we subordinate the material, to the higher and purer : i ; i i ; 
£22 > 1 t collecte ane inves 
e of the spiritual, do we really come into touch with the p s E not 


per springs of being, become true men and sons of God. 
Materialism has had 


evidence points dec 


a long reign, but the day of its can return and 


Endo. 
lemination is at hand. For over fifty years we of the West the living, are 
lave been developing our minds and quickening our wits; but, still in various way 4 


E ing the gift of love, we are threatened on all hands with strife 

wd discord, with the result that some of the most advanced " 
lions of the earth are being brought to the verge of ruin 

ax despair. The hope of our age lies in the cultivation of E 1 

this higher principle of love, in the discovery of the life-yielding On Tuesday, the 11th 


MISS LIND-AF-HAGEBY ON SPIRITUALISM AND 
RELIGIOUS RECONSTRUCTION, 


power of fellowship. At all costs, materialism and selfishness field, Miss Lind 4 ageb, i b t 
mus be abandoned; for, in an age so full of spiritual Daily Indepen mn g i addr = 
"possibilities as ours they are suicidal; a huge menace to well- on the subje x of Thi L lace oL 81 8 — - * is Re- 
being and progress. Happily there are signs of a great construction." Counci A W Appleyard, J.! x * * pies 
spiritual awakening. Above the roar and rattle of the street Mayor, presided over the mee'ing, which was very large, and 


ali der the auspices of the district committee of the S.N.U 
and market-place we can hear the call of the enlightened ; hel "s ler th fi 1 10 : Aa 3 i Wu Me 0d Ra 
ease ot our clamorous life we can feel a new In the course of her address, Mi And said that she had inv 


. t tigated Spiritualism for twenty years, heard so-called spirit 
pulse beating ; beyond the glare and glamour of our lurid and tigated Spi : 3 : 


over-coloured life we can see a clear white light breaking. The gone cni "i P 2 ‘i a vá : s : — 
dawn of a new day is at hand, the day of our salvation, ‘The of people now è dead » d p — ^ a 8 
love triumphant is approaching; the love that opens the door There was no doubt that tt ry mie ac "m 
tothe greatest thing in the world—Life; the love that is of of evidence was incontrovertib E = 8 ae 
God, and that, like God, is infinite and eternal. phenomena. She could Lr en lat : 3 
Wivrrep WELLOCK (From“ Bibby's Annual”). Spiritualism was MN zr x * was the most ridiculous 
statement ever made, for the whole Christian creed was Spirit- 
— SS ualism. In the coming reconstruction, Spiritualism must play 
THE VAGRANCY ACT. an important part because it satisfied that hunger for know- 
EL, a legal correspondent, writes enclosing the following ledge which the Christian ere d failed to satisfy 


note copied from one of the law journals. - He thinks it well 
that this should be put on record, so that the trend of modern A GENERATION AGO. 
decisions may be known by all interested in mediumship. As 

will be seen by those who know the facts there are two slight 
inaccuracies in the description of the defendant but we give 
the item exactly as it appears : 


(From Lianr or Decemner Hru, 1887.) 


Draru or PRorgssog Barnrovg Srewart.—Wé regret to 


à notice the premature cessation of a very busy and profitable 

On a charge of pretending to tell fortunes contrary to Sect. life. Balfour Stewart, MLA. LL. D., F.R.S., Professor of 

4 of the Vagrancy Act 1824, is intention to deceive one of the Natural Philosophy in Owens College, Manchester, passed away 
essential ingredients of the offence ? è 


in his sixtieth year on December 20th. . . . He had received 
the Ramford Medal of the Royal Society for his discovery of 
You, said the Divisional Court (Darling and Sankey, JJ. ; the law of equality between the absorptive and radiative powers 
Avory, J., diss.), and the defendant is therefore entitled to call of bodies. 
evidence to show that he honestly believed? himself to possess 


But he was 
the powers which he claimed to exercise, , pretending to tell bost known to those interested in our subject by some too brief 
fortunes, 


and rare addresses delivered from the President's chair to the 
Society for Psychical Research, and as joint author with Pro- 
fessor Tait of " The Unseen Universe.” 


Davis v. Conny (24 T. 24; 144 L. T. 10). 


He was the author of a large number of scientific 
works of universally admitted weight and value. 


(Roo R. v. Entwistle (1509), 1 Q. B. 846, and Penny v. 
Hanson, 18 Q. B. D. 478) (C. & M. 364). 


lv any reader of Lian is willing to pass his copies on when 


, Aur this scoffing talk about " spooks” ean only come from 
read, Miss Dallas c em puan if they may be sent to a people who do not believe at all in continued life. If they 
Methodist minister n . Willenburg, Parawa-stroct, Foot, knew that those they loved were actually living on the other 
Galle, Ceylon. Ho has expressed a strong wish to soe Lian ! : 


regularly. * 


sido, they could not apply a comie and vulgar word to them. 
Sin A. Conan Dovcs in " The Christian Commonwealth.” 


— MÀ 
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CHRISTMAS, 1917. 


mnths, 


BL " x E. Ed z G 
The great war, which was to have lasted three 
six monthsga year, and other periods of similarly fallacious 


once more we 


those ` so hallowed and so gracious 


by past ex[ 


unforeseen may 


speak with ne 


idenness between now and the 


happen w 
time when these limes will appear— but it seems all too 
likely that once more we shall pass a Christmas racked 


with the pain and terror of war and all its brood of evils. 


Such a world-purging as that through which we are now 
passing is bound to test to the uttermost every resource of 


assu red 


faith and fortitude. Only those who have 


themselves of the reality of the spiritual order beyond 
these earthly mists and vapours dense” are protected 
against 

Whenever the ou 


ks of despair. 


the att 


Unseen World make 


fring Fe 
ir iringes oi t 


themselves dimly manifest in the form of “psychic 


phenomena we hear allusions from the outside to 
mystery and unnaturalness. It is a queer inversion of the 


truth. We find the really strange and unnatural things 


in this world. One of the act that a revelation so 


by the word 


nighty and far-reaching 


437 ro Ll 
lism still takes s 


The old tendency to mak 


and the tremendous thing trivial is not) 


more than three years of an e xperience that must t 
end infallibly open the blind and us & ne 
and juster sense of h values. Nevertheless the old 
order is changing and the signs of it are before our eyes. 
Materialism, once so strong, boastful and self-confident, 


on 


become but a shadow of its old self The argaments u 
which it once relied have become effete, and when produced 


and amusement amongst intelligent 


awaken only contempt 
undergone a 


of thought 


onlookers. The atmosphe 

great change. It is fatal to the superstit 
Materialism ; for the case is altered to day. The ideas of 
those who hold by the reality of the Unseen World are 


found to contain the germs of reality yet to grow into new 


ions of 


vital to the healing of the nations. The 
lism as regards that e set o 


in the Universa 


be tbe real supersuthons, baving no ro 
ife and hastening to decay 
Human surv Sa great messag tt n 
intellect as well as by intuition, by Sience as well as by 
mm 


[December 22 18] 


logy, bw practice no less than by theory But 
message s larger even than that, and it may well 
repe ited as the contribution of true Spiritualism t 
festival that for many might otherwise be a dark shad 
self. Our message is the survival not only, 


man but of evervthing tl 


wa we Nothing perishes but that which bas in it ü 
und was therefore bound to perish m 


it is of real importance to h 


seeds of mortality, 


some time But all else survives, and that which remaj 
being the only permanent is the only good. ( f 
this is all that matters." 
Christmas, then, while it comes to throw into deep 
relief the spectacle of a desolated world, has for 
volden core Ihe old forms are shattered—the Sp 


her an d brighter forms intl 


remains, to renew 
days to come We can hardly 


a merry Chri 


s, then, desire (te 


ident, for our bg 


DR. POWELL'S ADDRESS 
X SEASONABLE ()UOTATION. 


titled “ Raymond Re 


on the evening of 


s T. Pow 


, was well calcula 


reciatio 


anding and apf 


Sir Oliver 
owing to Press exigencies, to defer publica 
the year has closed, and it will commence à 
5th, 1918. In the meantime, however m 
appropriate $ 


Lodge's invaluable book. We find it necessa 
ion of the full x. 


port until after 
Liehr of Jan 
take an excerpt from the address, as being 
mentioned, had on an eas 
igh Mrs. Leonard, thst 
mas making it a barg 
': he did not v 


rv 
Christmas (Raymond, it may be 
s mother, thro: 
C 


occas promised 
would join the family circle at 


however, that “there must be no sadness 


to be a ghost at the feast ' "). 

On December 17th, 1915, Sir Oliver was talking to Mn 
Kennedy, when her hand began to write ^. There was a greeting 
etween father and sm 


Raymor d. you know it is gettag 


which cannot be read witk 
and then Sir Oliver said : 


near Ci is tmas now? 


n Christmas dsp. 
z in the home 
many of the fellow 


eforme. I mustg 


and th 


housands 


On Christmas day 
It was a friendly asi 
spersed, vii 


and, as it we 
t psy 
when ya 

of a de 
t this story come 
e head of a grest 


e word with 


nivers wl 
any ordinary dent would be accep 
hes —when you find this man ca 


elf to 


led 


ties: when you hear tl 


a chair is 


Christmas fe 
him; when y 
some of the old songs they used t 
the flesh; and, best bf all, when you 
do, that these things are so—then I think we may say that our 

I aning inte 
0 


m are told that he re, and conducted 
while he was still in 


w, as so many of you 


ant 


chic science 
s challenge, 


patient ps 
the Apostle’ 


Death, where thy sting? 


thy victory? I that, thanks to this 
, the chairs wil] be housat of stricke 
and that, instead of finding 


ming Christmas 


cited Chri ne, r 

aced and ghasti take courage 

m t assura and fsce the 

larkened future tainty of re 
unior 


pecember 22, 1917 


CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS AND 
SUPERSTITIONS. 

Two popular observances belonging to ¢ hristmas are more 
gpecially derived from the worship of our pagan ancestors- 
Je hanging up of the mistletoe and the burning of the Yule log. 
jn the religion of the Druids (we quote from that compendium 
sf curious lore, “ The Book of Days") the mistletoe was re- 

led with the utmost veneration, though the reverence paid 
to it seems to have been restricted to the plant when found 
gowing on the oak—the favourite tree of their divinity 
futanes—who appears to have been the same as the Phoenician 
gl Baal or the sun. At the period of the winter solstice a 
gest festival was his honour. 
mythology has the following legend regarding the mistletoe: 
Balder, the god of poetry and eloquence and second son of Odin 
ud Friga, communicated one day to his mother a dream which 
te bad, intimating that he should die. To protect her son from 
eh a contingency Friga invoked all the powers of Nature 
fe, air, earth and water, as well as animals and plants 


celebrated in Scandinavian 


and 
tained an oath from them that they should do Balder no 
tart. The latter then went and took his place amid the com- 
ist of the gods and fought without harm in the midst of 
Šers of arrows. Loake, his enemy, resolved to discover the 
æret of Balder's invulnerability, and accordingly, disguising 
himself as an old woman, addressed himself to Friga with com- 
pimentary remarks on the valour and good fortune of her son. 
The goddess replied that no substance could injure him, as all 
ie productions of Nature had bound themselves by an oath 
foreirain from doing him any harm. She added, however, with 
Stange simplicity that there was one plant which from its very 
insignificance she had passed by, as it was impossible that it 
could cause any hurt to her son, being but a feeble little shoot 
gowing on the bark of the oak, At once Loake ran and pro- 
cared the mistletoe, and having entered the assembly of the 
gods said to the blind Heda, “ Why do you not contend with 
e arrows of Balder? 
»arms" Loake then presented him with the arrow formed 
from the mistletoe, and said, Balder is before thee.” 
shot and Balder fell dead. 

The burning of the Yule log is an ancient Christmas custom 

transmitted to us from our Scandinavian ancestors, who at 
their feast of Juul, at the winter solstice, used to kindle huge 
bonfires in honour of their god Thor. In feudal times the 
| bringing in and placing of the ponderous log on the hearth of 
the wide chimney of the baronial hall was the most joyous of 
the ceremonies observed on Christmas Eve. After having 
served its purpose the half-consumed block was removed to be 
preserved carefully in a cellar or other safe place till the next 
anniversary of Christmas, when the new log was set alight from 
the charred remains of the old one. The observance of this 
custom was regarded as of great importance, it being believed 
that the preservation of last year's log was an effective insurance 
against the house catching fire! Weare further told that it 
Was considered a sign of very bad luck if a person who was 
bare-footed or who squinted entered the hall when the log was 
burning, though even more to be dreaded was the arrival of a 
fist-footed woman. 

A beautiful phase in popular superstition is that which re- 
presents a thorough prostration of the powers of darkness as 
taking place at this season. The cock is then supposed to crow 
"all night long, and by his vigilance to scare away all malignant 
‘spirits. The idea is beautifully expressed by Shakespeare, who 
puts it into the mouth of Marcellus in Hamlet 


It faded on the crowing of the cock. 

Some say that ever ‘gainst that season comes 
Wherein our Saviour's birth is celebrated, 

The bird of dawning singeth all night long: 

And then, they say, no spirit can walk abroad; 
The nights are wholesome; then no planets strike, 
No fairy takes, nor witeh hath power to charm: 
So hallow'd and so gracious is the time 


A belief was long eurrent in Devon and Cornwall that at 

jdnight on Christmas Eve the cattle in their stalls fall down 

"à their knees in adoration of the infant Saviour. 
on the 


a 


Bees were 


OTG HIT 


Heda replied, “ I am blind, and have 


Heda 
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also said to sing in their hives at the same time, and bread 
baked on Christmas Eve, it was averred, never became mouldy’ 
nost of the 


northern nations of Europe in the sixteenth century, the 


On the adoption of a new system of faith by 


Lutheran and Anglican Churches retained the celebration of 
festiv 


absolutely, denouncing the o 


Christmas and other 


which Calvinists rejected 


vance of all 


ich days, except 
Sunday, as superstitious and unscriptural 

In reference to the superstition anciently prevalent in 
Scotland against spinning on Christmas or Yule day and the 
determination of the Calvinistic clergy to put down all such 
notions, the following amusing passage is quoted from Jhone 
Hamilton's " Facile Traietise ' 

The ministers of Scotland—in 
dayes obseruit be England—cause 


contempt of the vther halie 


their wyfis and seruants 


smin in oppin sicht of the people upon Yeul day; and their 
affectionnate auditeurs constraines their tennants to yok thair 
pleuchs on Yeul day in contempt of C ' e, whilk 
our Lord has not left vnpunisit ; for thair oxin ran wod mad, 


and brak thair nekis, and leamit lamed sum pleugh men, as 
is notoriously knawin in sindrie partes of Scotland 


itious observances 
, 


Underlying all these 


significant of the 


us of unseen 


dim gropings of the human 
worlds and spiritual mysteries, after things beyond its purely 
animal estate. Many of them represent strange distortions of 
ideas concerning the psychic or spiritual powers latent in man. 
As we advance in our investigations of the matter, new lights 
are thrown on these old problems, which group themselves so 
In tł 


these things will in new forms take their trae place in the 


especially around the Christmas season ages to come, 


spiritual order, and the Christmas season will become in the 


truest sense a hallowed and a gracious time. 


SOCIAL MEETING. 


L. S. A. 
An enjoyable "social" of Members and Associates of the 
L. S. A. was held in the society's rooms, 110, St. Martin's Lane, 
W. C., on the afternoon of the 13th inst., Mr. Henry Withall, 
acting president, in the chair, the proceedings being pleasantly 
varied between conversation, musie and bright talks from the 
platform. Mrs. H. Kelway Bamber, in a narrative marked by 
refreshing cleainess of style, told how she obtained convincing 
evidence that her son who had fallen in battle was still with 
her—evidence which no theory of telepathy from the sub-con- 
scious self conld explain away. Mr. Engholm, newly back from a 
first visit to the United States, gave in a piquant and vivid style 


cially on those 


his impressions of our latest ally, dwelling es 


experiences which helped him to realise her illimitable re- 
sources, colossal energy and marvellous efficiency. Mr. H. M 


Field's pianoforte selections are always a musical treat. On 


this occasion he played with exquisite finish and expression 
selections from Wagner and Liszt. In voicing the audience's 
appreciation, the president alluded to the difficulty as well as 


expense attending the hiring of a really good upri 


ht piano, 


and suggested that some friend posses h an instrument 


and desiring to find safe and suitable st e it might easily 
do worse than place it in the charge of the Alliance! 


Ir is our trust 
That there is yet another world to mend 
All error and mischance 


BROWNING. 
Tur Lack or Ontcrxatrry.—The evil, I suppose, lies in 
our education. We standardise our c! We aim at 
making them like ourselves instead of teaching them to be them- 


incarnations of the | 
new advent 

incerned 
heads than in drawing th 
making them rich in knowle 


selves—new 


ian spirit, new pr 
of the w 
nts into their 
ioughts out, and we succeed in 


but poor in wisdom. They are 


and teachers, wilderne 


We are mor t putting our 


not in fear of the stake, but they are in fear of the judgment 
of the world. The truth, I fear, is that th« t does not 
thrive on freedom. It only thrives under suppression. We 


need to have our liberties taken away from us to discover that 
they are worth dying for.—" Alpha of the Plough." 


DG HT: 


Do mber 9 , ln 
THE GHOST OF BORDA GARDENS. Wis it is Mamma,’ I answered | 
a — — A ^ When a 
By C. B. Woops (iN “Mexico To-Das who's that walking in the patio ? It isa man!“ 4 
pg wt aes Nonsense I replied, being of course incred, 3 
Ever since Mexico has had a history, Cuernavaca has occu- had just walked all through th: idor besidi ior ay ee 
pied a prominent and important place in it. Hernan Cortez, had seen no one, Beth answered me by saying fe : 
the first of the Spanish Conquistadores, found it in possession and see him = TREE E 
of a tribe of Indians who had made it even then—if tradition I hurried into her room and uid, “ Where but het I 
may be believed—a compact and,beautiful city. The Great she could reply, I saw beyond any shadow of doubt the fip. m 
Conqueror added to its renown by taking up his residence there of a man of medium height and build, in black cl 
and erecting three buildings which are to-day among the not- 
able show-places of Mexico. 


othing, with aln 
black slouch hat drawn down over his face,with his arm f, 


‘yl 
across his breast. He was enveloped in a black cape and R the 
Emperor Maximilian, of unhappy memory, made Cuernavaca standing against a pillar, I thought at once that it wa, wh 
the summer capital of his Court, occupying as the official seat burglar, and wondered what | 
of government the far-famed Borda Gardens. These 


hould do After midnighy [i 
ight 


gardens with no possible chance of outside aid, three helples children 
were laid out by Dr. Don Manuel de la Borda, with the idea, it 


Ju 
the rooms in front and four beside me, my pistol in my roy Me Ut 
is said, of reproducing in its terraces, walks and fountains, the fifty feet away and what looked like a man between me and iy $ ™ 
famous gardens of Versailles, French landscape gardeners and Even in my fright I wondered that he 
workmen having been brought to Mexico for the purpose. 


hould have shown] 
self while we were talking, and I also wondered at his « 


for burglars in this country 


Um 


It is 
estimated that a million dollars or more was spent in the work, 


which was begun in 1762, the Gardens being about a hundred capes, and do not dress in black. After looking around in ni 
years old when Maximilian 


rented them for Government use for something with which to defend myself, 1 conclu 


hi n 

usually wear blankets and typ $ 

: | 

& 

and as a summer home for himself and the unfortunate Empress make an effort to get my pistol, so I started back over theling 
Carlota. . corridor— which never seemed so long before towards my roo p 
In the Emperor's time the large building at the front of the where I had left it. As I neared the pillar where the man wy i 


standing, I was nearly paralysed with fright, but managed ty 
get by. 


garden was all en suite, but some years ago it was divided into 
four separate apartments for renting purposes. None of these I expected him to try to grab, me as J passed, ui | 
apartments connects in any way on the inside, nor is any com- thought that while he was occupied with ane, the children mi 
have an opportunity to run to the front windos 
help from the street. 


munication between them possible except through the entrances 
fronting on the street. The property, first and last, has been 
the scene of many interesting events, among which may be 


«s and call fø 
numbered the one that this article purposes to describe. 


jut the man made no movement wa, 
ever, which frightened me more, and I could hardly force my 

shaking knees to carry me on. 
An American family, consisting of the mother and several 


L never took my eyes od 


children—the father was detained in the city by his business 
ties and only visited Cuernavaca at intervals—had been com- 
pelled by the illness ef some of its members to leave Mexico City 
and seek a milder climate. They rented the apartment just 
south of the main entrance to The Gardens and used it as a 
residence for nearly a year without experiencing anything un. 
usual, when, without warning, the ghost began to walk. We 
will let the lady who was one of the witnesses £o his appear- 
ance tell the story in hber own words. 


On the night of May 20th, after we had been living in the 
house nearly a year, we had all retired as usual. I left two 
lamps burning, one in the kitchen at the rear of the house and 


the other on the broad window ledge beside my bed. This was 
my nightly custom, as there were a great many bats in The 
Gardens, which we were most anxious to keep out, the house 
having been infested with them when we first moved in, owing 
to its having been unoccupied for a long time. I must have 
slept for about two hours when I was awakened without any 


‘apparent reason, and finding my lamp out, began to search for 
matches. I looked on the window ledge, on the different articles 


of furniture in my room, and then went into the three adjoin- 
ing rooms in our wing of the house. 


I even aroused my eldest 
daughter, who was asleep in a room next to mine, and explained 


to her the object of my search. Not finding any 


matches, I 
started along the broad corridor, intending to get the lamp 
from 


the kitchen, but to my surprise I found that it also was 
out. 


I then entered the bedrooms at the rear of the patio (an 
inner court, without a roof, containing a fountain, trees and 
flowers—a well-nigh universal feature of Mexican homes) look- 
ing for matches there. In the first room, my twelve-year-old 
daughter Beth was asleep with her 


little sister Panchita, both 
occupying the bed. Both were sleeping soundly. L stooped 


over the bed and drew up over them the covering which they 
had thrown off. 


As E was passing into the connecting 

Bofia, my fifteen-year-old daughter, called out to me 
Is that you, Mamma?” 

ing for matches.’ 


room, 


| answered, ' Yos. i am look- 
She replied, ‘There is not a match in here.’ 

„All right, I said, and passing Sofia’s bed, crossed to the 
corner of the room where McAfee, my six-year ol 
ing. As I stooped to cover her, Beth called ont 
room 


“*Who's that 


l, was sleep- 
from the other 


of him as I passed, and looked back repeatedly until I 
gained my room. As I went by my oldest daughter's window 
which opens on the corridor—1 awakened her and told her ty 
come at once to my room, which she did. I then lighted m 
lamp and loaded my revolver and told her to follow behindm 
with the lamp. The minute I started back with my pistol in m 
hand, Y entirely recovered my equilibrium, and a determine 
tion to have it out with the burglar took the place of fright. M 
{ stepped into the corridor, I distinctly saw the man just when 
he had stood at first, and he was plainly visible until I got within 
a few feet of him. It was my intention to march him ont tothe 
street at the point of the pistol, and I did not expect much 
sistance, arguing that he would not have let me pass in the fim 
instance, had he been in a position to attack me. As I went A 
the second pillar from the corner, L noticed with surprise ths 
the figure did not look so distinct, and when I got within afer 
feet of the man, there was absolutely nothing there. Beth,wh 
had been sitting up in her bed watching him from the othe 
side, called out, “Why, he's gone! Where is he?” and cam 
running towards me. She said that there was a sort of fascine 
tion about the figure which made her keep her eyes fixed on lis 
all the time I was getting my pistol. He disappeared to hes 
the same moment evidently that he did to me, and my dis 
daughter, Lisle, did not see him at all, though she carried t 
lamp right up to the pillar. Beth had seen him pass the dot 
of her room and take the stand by the pillar, where he was whe 
I saw him. I did not see him in motion. 
After we recovered a little from our surprise, we lighted 
three more lamps, and went carefully over all the house, look 
ing behind curtains, the furniture, &, but found 


under 
nothing unusual, which I had felt from the beginning would be 


the case. All the doors were fastened ns usual, and there was no 
opening where any person could have gone out. 


One incident 
that attracted ouf attention was the conduct of the old black 
ent, which stood near the pillar where our visitor 


had dis 
appeared, with his back up, his tail ballooned, spitting and 
showing other signs of displeasure, 
was no visible cause whatever. 


to account for which there 
of the incident, the other 


Only Lisle, Both and I knew 


i — thildren not having awakened. We 
retired, and although I lay awake 1 : 
4 3 intil after four, w 
again disturbed, ‘a 
“The next morning we 


vera 
midnight oxporion: e, na I clic 


careful not to discuss onr 


l not want to frightor the younger 
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ildren. We were 8O hervou nid tke , the foll 7 

ght, that on the succeeding d | i À 

e front suite, after which we rested bette 

“Five nights later the 95th of May—I read until the! 

ek in the church tower near by struck quarter past twelve, 
o that the refle tor threw the 


en, turning my lamp around 
ht across the patio and into the corridor be youd, I deliber- 
leep. I must have 


neceeded 


ly resolved to try to go to 


Sofia, who cried out, 


fright to spell 


aroused by 


Jost immediately, but wa 


lamma! "There is the g-o-a-s-t, trying in her 


word. in order to prevent Cortie, the five-year-old child 
o stood beside her, from understanding what she was saying 


nothing unusual 
half-past twelve 


tioning, the following 


fént immediately to the corridor, but saw 
st then the clock the truck 
rtie told me clearly, without any que 

ry :— 

EFT Was asleep when I heard a noise, 
ts, so I sat up and looked out of the window, and there was 


in towel 


and I thought it wa 


man walking in the corridor tried to waken Lisle (who 
ept with Cortie), but she wouldn't get up, so I ran inte 
iiss room—I was so scared—and woke Sofia uj 

“Sofia said ; ‘I was awakened by Cortie, who called me and 


allel my arm and said,“ Sofia, get up, there's a man in the 


prridor.” 
witing. I found Cortie so frightened that I put her in my bed, 
nt she would not lie down; she wal 
ng in the corridor toward our room. I went to the door a 
cond time, but saw nothing. I tried to make Cortie lie 
down, thinking she had a nightmare, but instead she sat up in 
bed and said, Look at him now—here he comes 
shoes shine—his back’s all broken“ (by this the child meant a 
hunch-back, her sister having told her a short time before that 
hunch-back was a person whose back had been broken). 
With that Y went to the door again, and saw distinctly, right 
where the lamplight fell, the figure of a man facing towards 
me, with his hat well drawn over his forehead, head bent, figure 
wed forward, hands crossed on his breast, enveloped in a 
k cloak with cape, knee breeches, buckles at the knee and 
shoes of some shiny leather. I noticed the black stock- 
ings, also that the calf of the leg was well defined. His 
dothes were old and shiny, or so they seemed to me.’ 

After this second apparition, we told our neighbours what 
wehad seen, and upon describing the figure, any number of 
- persons, including some of the most prominent of the town, said 
with one accord, Don Manuel that's the way he looks—that's 
the way he has always appeared!’ from which we learned that 
our visitor had not only a local habitation, in which we had 
unwittingly intruded, but a name as well. 

“We were deluged with ghost stories connected in some 
way with this property, some of which are more interesting 
than the one I have related; but they are not my stories, and I 
will leave the telling of them to others, 

" Since thé experience described in the preceding paragraphs, 
we have twice thought we «aw our ghostly visitor—once Sofia 
and I, and another time Sofia alone, But we are not sure, and 
the relation would add nothing of consequence to what has 
already been said. I have been told by many people recently 
that this property was haunted, but I have never heard a story 
of that character before we had our novel experience. The 
apparition seems to be connected in the average mind here with 
buried treasure and hidden documents, but of such things I 
have no personal knowledge. " 

“My three older children have complained frequently of the 
difficulty at times of passing through the corner of the long 
worridor where we located ‘our ghost.’ They claim to have 
felt invisible obstructions, such as tables, boards, rope or even 
wire, which seemed to have been placed across the end of the 
corridor. I nover consciously experienced. any difficulty until 
one evening, between the hours of seven and eight, I had a 
most peculiar sensation when turning the cornor in question. 
"PEwas in a hurry, and thinking only of material things, when 
my feet, began to lag, and 1 could walk with difficulty. 1 made 
heroic effort to overcome the condition and was overtaken 
with a choking sensation, As soon as I had gone ten foot from 
the corner, 1 recovered entirely. 


J jumped out of bed, went to the door, but saw 


insisted that a man was 


K- 


kee how his 


LIGH T. 
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NON-MATERIAIT, MATTER, 


M 1 i 7 ' 
: ychology, discussing the 
nanner in hie e : 
ian 1 is may possibly be formed, propounded the 
that V n 1 ^ a 
idea that they may built up little by little by th« combina. 


of 


through evolution 


tior \ LU nt r 
ion various element h are the products of energy 


He thought that in this way a soul might 
be formed which would not return t 
death, Thi 


growth of a 


its original elementa at 


view, which draws a compar between the 


on 
I 


oul and that of a body, seem jp 


I licable rather to 


what we metimes call the pint b dy than tothe soul as a 


monad or unit, and we know of nothit g to prevent r regard. 


ing the spirit body as a composite structure analogous to the 


material body, but formed of a different class of. matter imper- 


ceptible to our ordinary sens 


M. Sabatier held that nothing allows us to affirm that there 
exists no matter different in nature from that with which we 
are familiar. He quotes and approves the opinion of Rucker, 
who said 

No « priori argument presente itself against the possibility 
of the existence of quani- material substance which are yet 


iment of this kind can exist 
sition that no substance 
just as real as that 
material matter than our 


distinet from matter, No arg 
self-evident 
other than matter can have a 
of matter itself 


present one, an unalterabl 


It ie in no way a prop 
real existence, 


A more subtle, les 


s a basis and 


arated from the 


matter, migh 
bond to the elements of 


earthly body 


when se[ 


Scientific Spiritualists have given the name of peris 


nnt" 
prit 
to this subtle organism, the existence of which is no longer 


h ypothetical, since its reality has been demonstrated 


THE AGE OF THE EARTH, 


We have seen that the epoch in the history of 


the world, when the building up of the atoms by means of evo- 
had reached 


lution had been completed, namely | mat 
the apex of its complexity and commen ed to disintegrate by 
radio-activi of years ago. If we conclude, 
as I think we reasonably may, that this was the time when the 
temperature of the earth had become such that protoplasm 
could exist, we seem to have the time in the distant past 
when life actually had its commencement. Perhaps in some 
marvellous way, at present be yond our ken, the enormous 
energy let loose for the first time by the action of disintegra- 
tion caused by radio-activity was itself the means by which 
this wonderful new force came into existence, If this is the 
case we have in the short period of each month of embryonic 
life the record and therefore the memory, if we only possessed 
the power to recall it from the past, of approximat sly thirty- 
eight million years of evolution, viz., ninth. of whole 
life history of this planet,—" From the Watch To 
Sypxgv T. KLEIN 


as 340 millions 


one 
wer," by 


Tug Husk Fuxp, — Mrs, Etta Duffus, of  Penniwells, 
Elstree, Herts, acknowledges with thanks the following sub- 
Mr. T. J. Barker, 10s,; C. M. B., 5s 

Dr. Cnawronp's Exrentmments.—Dr. Crawford informs us 
that some extremely interesting results have recently been 
obtained at the Goligher circle in Belfast, All the experiments 
are conducted under rigid test conditions 


scriptions 


Prooness 1N THE Beyoxn.—It is not purging that we shall 
need, but enriching. In the very word Purgatory there is 
already a perversion of what we really mean by it. 
Purging would not make us fit for Heaven, there would not 
be enough of us left for it when we were purged, We shall be 
purged enough by leaving this world and its phantoms behind 
us: but we shall be weak and empty after the process, In 
some cases that thread of self connecting this life with another 
will be very thin. There will be little to remember from the 
past when all the phantoms are forgotten, but in that small 
residuum of reality will be the faint heginnings of the future 
life. Whatever we have known of reality hora will help us to 
recognise reality there, Whatever we have really loved here 
will ba there to be loved again, to be recognised liko the sound 
of bells from an old city church, like the swinging open of gates, 
like the sunrise over the mountains, like all those things that 
are eternal to us, that seem to call us into that place when no 
more time shall be, “but steadfast rest of all things firmly 
rS aric pillars of eternity."—A. Crurros Brock in 


| 


— 


] 
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READING SPIRITUAL MISSION 


superstition and d 
erippled religion 


it had added reason and 
Mies Scatcherd ended t 


present m - w he objects of 


snd Miss Estelle Stesd 

A large number of friends attended the 
day. The stall and stallholders wer fo 
Mrs. Street and Miss Thurston. Useful Artic 
mg. Old Rectory Home of Rest Stall, consist 
made by the patients: Miss Patsy Primrose and Miss Sheila 
McNeil. — Miscellaneous Stall: Mr. Reggie Churn. “ War- 
time Experiments” (i+, cakes made by ladies of the Mission) 
Mrs. Saunders 


Uu 


ere as 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Water Divining. 


Sn, — Tou have done a public service in publisl 
Kelley's remarkable successes as a diviner in finding water for 
the army in Gallipoli and Suri than a 
scandal that after his services ha 
the troops, he was treated by the authorities in such a palt 
manner. Imagine a pension of 7s. Gd. a week for saving 
army whilst many thousands are getting large 
comparatively nothing! But prejudice, red tape and snobbery 
have almost had their day, and Sapper Kelley mz 
that public opinion will den 


delay. 


Everyone whose psychic gifts 


It is nothing | 


en so much appreciated by 


pensions for 


st assured 


ux justice for him without much 


are of service to the com- 


munity has as much right to 


vasonable payment as doctors, 
lawyers, clergymen or engineers: but they should be as praet 
and insist on legal 


agreements. Fortune- telling and dabbling 


ma") + 
in " futures” is quite unnecessa d foolish. 


J can get remunerative employment for any water diviner 
who will give me full particulars and proofs of bis suce 
and undertake on reasonable terms, to act promptly 
energetically when required — Y ours, & 


AEE, 


and 


W. Cuetmers, 
25, Granville-road, 


Fallowfield, Manchester. 


Peculiarities of Personality: A Problem. 


hany other member of his family can and 
does use and wear any watch the family possess 


Bin, A friend of mine is unable to wear and make ordinar 
use of a watch, altho 


No watch will 
keep time and go regularly in any pocket of the clothes my 
friend wears. He is not engaged in any electrical trade or in 


any business where magnetisation is likely to occur. 

Another curious fact about him is that his participating in 
& game of billiards puts all bi» opponents “off their game.” 
To such an extent is this the case that players refuse to join 
him on any billiard table. 

It occurs to me that there may be a sort of psychic cause 
for all this. lam quite satisfied that the circumstances are as 
stated. I never heard of such a case before, and am quite at 
a lom to know what the explanation ean be.— Yours, &., 


H. Y 


PROPAGANDA WORK IN 


SPIRITUALISM, 


80 »undness f Ua 


and the incontesali 


afforded by its omena, do ng 


concerns thy 


> growth of the movemat 


showed tha 


new Spiritua 


were being formed at the rate of ouw 


y still be the rate of progress, though th 


ma 


have interfe 
to hinder it. But real progress cannot be gauged by mpl 
in numbers. Such growth may re ble that d 


gourd which sprang up iu a und withered na 


morning. To be permanent it must be accompan ed by com 


E — — i ; 
spond ng growth in knowledge. Looking at the half-heartd 


de to spread the 1 J 
s Mr. Hall, “ that Spir 
1 


as a self-acting system w 


be inclined & 


think,” s 


ice been set in moti, 


would work autormatical Neglect 


V. ini is not the cas 


ignorance and self-confidenee have to be cont« nded with ben 


as well as in other 


THE UNEXPRESSED. 


Fair are the flower id the children, 
Jut their subtle estion 1s fairer: 
tare 15 the rose 
Jut the secret tha it 15 rarer, 


Sweet the exul 
zut the str 


is sweet 


And never was poem yet writ 


But the meaning out-mastered the metre, 


Great are the symbols of being, 
But that 
Vast the created and seen, 
But vaster the inward Creator ; 
Under the joy that is felt 
Lie the infinite issues of feeling 


which is symbolled is greater; 


Crowning the glory revealed 


Is the g 


that crowns the revealing. 


A Waxxiwo to PRO Tbe “ Star” has been er 
pressing a quite natural amusement over the failure of s 
prophecy by that remarkable person, Mr. F. L. Rawson. Is 
November, it seems, Mr. Rawson, undeterred by the pitiable 
failures of the war prophets, issued a pamphlet at 2s., entitled 
“The End of the World an event which he courageously 
on for the n or 4th inst. His authorities seem to have 
wen numerous (and mixed). ‘There were Pastor Russe 

Mary Baker Eddy, Abdul Bahai, “an Arab sheikh — 
Mr. Rawson the Science of Numbers," the Book of Daniel, and 


» Gre Jy "m 
the Great f yremid, : l'he only authorities lackipg seem to hart 
been Reason, Experience and Good Sense 


^ 


ight: © 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 


“Licet! Morz Licur "— Goethe, 


„ WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST is LIGHT! — Paul 
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don Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C.2. 


| 


dings or Seances will be held until January 15th, 
1918. 


Subscription to December 31st, 1918, 
IBS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guinea. 


ler particulars regarding the work of the Alliance apply to | 
the Secretary. 


MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
STEINWAY HALL, 
er Seymour Street, Portman Square, W. 1. 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, ar 6.30 p.m. | 
No Admission after 6.40 p.m 

MR. HORACE LEAF. 

January 6th.—Dr. Ellis T. Powell. 
elcome to all. Admission Free. Collection. 


Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford St., 
minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. 
and inquirere are invited to join the Association. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism), 

The London Academy of Music, 
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3r. 
EENM— às ae — Mas. Fareciovex SMITH. 
Inspirational Address 
— bas Es Mes. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH. 
Inspirational Address 
Hesling Service after the Evening Meeting. 


Wednesday, at 220 and 730 p.m., Lectures by Mes. 
AIBCLOCGH SMITH at 30, York Street, Baker Street, W. 


THE SPIRITUALIST EDUCATION COUNCIL. 


d Course of Lectures and Classes. 
EW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C. 


, Janvary 2nd LS - - Mx. Horace Lear. 
ure on F. W. Myers’ Human Personality.” 

January 9th ... - “ Darwinism and Spirituslism. 
Janusry 16th and 23rd Me. Rorre? Kino 


m. 


oping Classes, 6.20 ; Lecture, 7.45; Psycho-Therapeutic 
Class, Friday, 7 p.m. (course tickets only). 

Courte tickets (12 lectures. &c.), 78. (d. Term tickets (4 lectures, 

* Single lectures, 1s. At door. or from Hon. Fec., Horace Leaf, 

wibourne Gardens, Bayswater, London, W. 2. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO FOREIGN 
SUBSCRIBERS. 


ebeg to remind our subscribers in foreign and neutral 
tries who have not already renewed their subscriptions 
"Light" for 1918, which are payable in advance, that 
should forward remittances at once to Mr. F. W. 
110, St. Martin's Lane, London, W.C, 2. Owing to 
war, all copies to neutral countries are now being sent 
British Government's Censor's Agents, and we there- 
ot insert a notice in the copy of ** Light when 
mixecription expires. All subscriptions for 1918 should 
be forwarded at once to avoid copies being stopped 
expiration of subscription by the Government agents. 
t must be made in advance, 


Price Tworesce. 
Per post, 10s. 10d. per annum. 


PSYCHICAL INVESTIGATIONS 


Some Personally-Observed Proofs of Survival. 
By J. ARTHUR HILL. 


The Author presents the Evidence which led him from Agnosti- 
cism to the Belief that Human Personality Survives 
Bodily Death. 


Coxrexts—Immortality. Investigation: Methods and Examples. 
Further Meeting” Cases. Other incidents. Int De- 
tailed Reports. Medium's Letters and Rep 
Wilkinson, T. Tyrrell and A. V. Peters. 


Remarks on Wilkinson s * 
and Survival. Infi s or Rapport-Object 
in Esrlier Times. Pre-Existence and the N 
Psychical Research and Religion. 

“To students of psychical subjects I commend this 
authoritative addition to the proofs of supernormal bu 
and incidentally to the evidence for survival of personality | 
bodily death."—8Sr& Ortvzg Loper, F. R. S 


Cloth, 288 pages, 6/6 net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2. 


IS SPIRITUALISM OF THE DEVIL? 
By the Rev. F. FIELDING-OULD, M.A. 
(Vicar of Christ Church, Albany St., N. W.). 

With an Introduction by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
Price 24d. post free, or 2/3 per dozen. 

OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110. ST. MARTIN'S LANE. W.C.2 
THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER rs. 


At 11 a.m. ... * ..DR. W. J. VANSTONE. 
At 5.30 p.m. * „DR. W. J. VANS TONE. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY xp, ar 7 30 r. u, 
MR. P. E. BEARD. 


Note alteration of time on Sunday evenings 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


Psychical 
ature of the / 


SUNDAY NEXT, DECEMBER rx. 
Evening, 6.30, Service MR. HARRY FIELDER 


WEDNESDAYS.—Healing, 3 to 5. From S to 6, Mr. Richard A. 
Bush attends to give information about the subject of Spirit- 
ualism,  Enquirers welcomed, Wednesday 7.30, " Spiritualism 
in Islam,’ THE KWOJA KAMAL UD DIN, Head of the 
Mosque at Woking. 


A Second Edition (Revised) of SIR WILLIAM BARRETT'S 
most important work 


ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE UNSEEN. 
NoW READY 


It is an expert physicist's Examination of the Phenomena 
of Spiritualism and of the Evidence for Survival after Death, 
and claims the attention of all readers of Sir Oliver Lodge's 
" Raymond," to which it forms a valuable and confirmatory 

complement. 
Cloth, 336 pages, 6/11 net, post free. 
OFFICE OF "LIGHT," 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE. WO. 2 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND 
MODERN PSYCHIC PHENOMENA, 


Containing : Religion After the War—Reply to Fathe " 
Vaughan— Reply to Lord Halifax's Criticism on t Raymond.” D" 


By REV. CHARLES L. TWE 
(Vicar of Weston, Otley, LP LN 
Price 3id post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, 8T MARTIN'8 LANE, W.C. 2. 
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DO YOU. LACK ENERGY 
AND POWER? 


Are you listless in performing your daily duties? Are you sleepless, 
ind a mere bundle of nerves? All this is because your Vitic Force is 
alf the pleasures of life. 


low. You are missi f 
The VITIC ROD q 7 overcomes this debility ; it revitalises, and 


restores every part f the nervous system toitsn »rmal state, and rectihies 
the Vitic Force beyond what you could dream. 


WRITE FOR BOOKLET NO. 9 


T What alcohol does tamporerily amd wii) 
[or Arr elect y the Vi Ux Rod duss 
permanently MI a STORES MEALINY VIGOUR 


IN BCX COMPLETE 
POST 


= 10/6 


Orders outside the British Isles must be accompanied by 8d. extra for postage. 
Money willingly returned if not proved satisfactory after a week's trial. 


All letters should be addressed 


Co., 30, St. Ann Street, 


MANCHESTER. 


SIX WONDERFUL BOOKS. 


CLAIRVOYANCE AND CRYSTAL GAZING, 
PRACTICAL PSYCHOMETRY 
MEDICAL HYPNOTISM AND SUGGESTION. 
HOW TO CONVERSE WITH SPIRIT FRIENDS. 
PERSONAL MAGNETISM AND WILL POWER 
TABLE RAPPING AND AUTOMATIC WRITING. 
Price Bd. cach; post tree 7d. N.B.—Each book contains a lull course of lessons, 
Address all orders to 
A. VERNER, 15. Vernon Street, BOLTON, ENCLAND. 
ASTROLOGICAL LESSONS by 
EMMA JOSEPHINE PURDOM. 
A Course of 13 Lessons for £1 is. 


‘PT SSONS WILL BE CORRECTED BY THE TEACHER THROUGH THE POST. 
«oe lessons’ are beautifully arranged, and simply set forth, and area 
boon to those who desire to become acquainted with the mystic 
science of Astrology. 
For further particulars apply to— 
MRS, PURDOM, *'Blinkbonny, Tudor Hill, Sutton Coldfield, 
England. 
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JUST PUBLISHED—HIS LAST BOOK. 


THE RELIGION OF TO-MORROW. 


A Study in the Evolution of Religious Thought 
By W. J. COLVILLE. 
With Portrait. 


Cloth, 320 pages, 3/1l post free. 
OFFIOB OF "LIGHT," 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 2 


Prycho-Therapentic Society, Ltd., 26, Red Lion- 


square, London, W. O. 1 (nearest Tube Station, Holborn). Free 
Healing Mondays and E 2 to b p.m. ; Wednesdays, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Special Diagnosis, Fridays, by appointment (small fee according to 
means). In 1916 nearly 2,000 treatments were given with excellent 
results. — Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£1 1s. per 
annum) invited, entitling free admission to lectures and use of large 
library Soldiers — . invited. Apply Hon. Sec, 


Spintualists when in London should stay at 
Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross); 
central for all parts; perfeet sanitation. Terms: 4s. Bed and Break- 
fast; ho charge for attendance, Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley 
Watts, Pre prietress. 


po by J. Hewat McKenzie.—*“ Spirit Inter- 
J cares: Ita Theory and Practice.” Cloth, 234 pages. 2a. 11d. 
ET free. ** Firat Steps to Spirit Intercourse.” 34d. post free. If a 

Alter Die, Shall he Live Again?” 2jd. post free rom Office of 
LiomT, 110, St. Martins lane, 0.2 


(Quis Boards and Crystals are not obtainable 

until after the war, the makers 1 now on war work, Spirit 
Identity,” Spirit Teachings,” and ''Wallis's Guide to Mediumship " 
are at present out of print. 


A pensent (furnished) close to Russell Square, 

Vegetarian cookery provided if required ; electric light ; bath. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Looking back over the files of LIcHT of thirty years 
Mo we note many sayings curiously illuminating, and 
me of them so applicable to present-day problems that 
they might have been uttered yesterday. Here are some 
passages from an article by M. A. (Oxon),” written at the 
end of 1887 :— 


Tt is natural that a subject which has attracted so much 
attention from the public of late years should be attacked, 

It does no harm but good that it should be attacked. It is 
nfortunately unavoidable that private annoyance should be 
mused by these spiteful attacks. It is not pleasant for any 
us to have to go over and over the old ground in contro- 
wersy with a friend who thinks he has found a serviceable stick 
lo beat us with. Life is too short for such logomachy: and 
itis as fruitless as it is unpleasant, Nevertheless, we cannot 
expect to be free from it so long as an obscure and perplexing 
abject irritates the publie mind. Spiritualism has the faculty 
of inspiring some minds that are prepared and ready for its 
chings ; and it has the gift of reducing others to a state of 
unreasoning fury on which argument is wholly wasted and 
thrown away. . . We could wish that our friends hada clearer 
view of the impossibility of forcing unwelcome truth on an 
unprepared and unwilling mind, and that our enemies would 
pursue their own course in their own way, and cultivate 


charity. 


* * * * 


Many times in the past has reference been made to the 
extraordinary psychic phenomena at Epworth Parsonage, 
Lincolnshire, during the time it was occupied by the Rey. 
Samuel Wesley and his family, which included, of course, 
John Wesley, his son. The need for a concise account of 
events which amongst orthodox Wesleyans there was a 
general tendency to ignore or gloze over has now been met 
by the little volume, " The Epworth Phenomena " (Rider 
Sons, 28. 6d. ne’). It is collated by Mr. Dudley Wright 
and prefaced with an ably-written Introduction by Mr. J. 
Arthur Hill, although we are struck by the fact that, while 
Mr, Hill finds that John Wesley, by reason of his critical 
instinct “would have made an excellent member of the 
8. P. R.“ Mr. Dudley Wright in his Foreword thinks that 
John Wesley “cannot be claimed as a scientific investi- 
“gator or observer." His attitude frequently borders on 
‘the credulous,” says Mr. Wright, "and his method of 
examination would certainly not have come up to the 
modern standard of a psychical researcher.” The two 
criticisms disagree, but we find it not impossible to 
reconcile them to some extent by remembering that the 
criterion of what constitutes a true psychical researcher is 
a variable quantity. The book gives us not only a full 
and particular account of the Epworth happenings from 
Southey’s “Life of Wesley” and the published letters of 


- 
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the Wesley family, but also excerpts from John Wesley's 
own journals relating various cases of supernormal happen- 
ings which he came across in his travels, 


* * * * 


In the course of a letter too long to reproduce, Mme. 
de Steiger replies to the remarks of N. G. S. on " Natural 
Law and the Spirit World" (p. 399). She suggests that 
much of the difficulty in these matters would be solved if 
the word permanent were substituted for real and the word 
impermanent for unreal, or illusory. The older Mysties, 
she points out, taught that all things which belong to this 
world relate only to a temporary condition, in which they 
ave continually changing. They are not merely altering 
but alterative—they change in appearance in accordance 
with the varied grades of human perception. This was 
why they urged the laying up of treasures in the spiritual 
region where everything was permanent and independent 
of the mutations of time and sense. It is not that the 
objects of the world of time and space are deceptive in any 
sinister sense. It is rather the deception under which a 
child might mistake a bright medal for a sovereign, or a 
glass bead for a diamond. All that the senses perceive is 
true enough, but only relatively to those senses. 


Having summarised so far we may give remaining 
portions of Mme. de Steiger's letter in her own words :— 


Whether there are houses, trees, &c., in another world we 
have no certain knowledge. But we cannot deny the state- 
ments of those who assert that there are. We have no right 
to argue resentfully if such conceptions do not coincide with 
our own ideas, 

I remember being told by a thinker, for whom I had great 
respect, that everything in the next plane of existence was far 
more real than anything in this. It was not that they were so 
different, but so much more vital. The alchemists always 
spoke of this astral (our present) plane as being of a very 
spongy, porous nature, and much less vital and firm than the 
plane to which our nerve bodies belong. It seems to me a 
certainty that we leave our sense-bodies behind us, and pass on 
in our nerve-bodies with our nerve sensorium, and therefore also 
a certainty that there can be, and is, communication between 
these two planes, just as certainly as we can have painful nerve 
sensations in these sense-bodies, though the flesh surrounding 
these nerves may appear to be perfectly healthy to all our 
senses, 


Inpex ro "Lronr."—In view of the diminished size of 
Lianr and the fact that hardly one reader in a hundred has 
any need for the index, we follow the plan we originated last 
year of printing the index separately for the use of those who 
bind their volumes. It will be ready about the third week in 
January, and can be had on application, price 33d. post free. 

Tug Grote of CHARACTER.—As minute particles of 
matter immersed in sea-water descend lower and lower, ulti- 
mately creating in the bed of the ocean a deposit which in course 
of time may again be elevated by natural convulsions; so the 
most insignificant thoughts and ideas floating in the mind 
gravitate to the subconsciousness of man, there to solidify and 


form a bed-rock of character which sha again be brought to 


the surface by that upheaval of Nature which men call death, 
—Ricnanp Rees, 


— 
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ANGELS AND EVIL SPIRITS. 
By “Joy. 


Nobody goes through this life uninfluenced by those who 
have passed to the other life—good, bad, or indifferent. People 
are ofttimes judged hy the company they keep. Far more 
accurately, by those who have the psychic vision which enables 
them to penetrate the veil of sense, can they be gauged by the 
spirits whom they attract. That vision has been mine for many 
years—long before I knew anything of Spiritualism, save what 
was occasionally told me by sundry pious folk who regarded it 
as something to be shunned as one would Beelzebub. For I 
was reared in the orthodox faith, and for the greater part of my 
life was a member of the Established Church, for which I shall 
always entertain a doep affection and reverence. 

Thero is a ministry of angels concerning which I am glad to 
have been allowed to testify in Lianr. There is also a ministry 
of evil spirits, Between these extremes there is a great host of 
discarnate beings of varying grades of spirituality and intelli- 
gence who mingle with those who still abide on earth, It is not 
these spirits, be they high or low, but we ourselves who deter- 
mine to what extent we are influenced by them for good or ill. 

Ignorance of the law of spiritual affinity and attraction 
exempts no one from its operation, Least of all those who 
find their chief satisfaction in life in the gratification of their 
sensual appetites or selfish desires. Generally they pride 
themselves on possessing far too much common-sense to believe 
in what they call "spooks." Not a few such have I met who, 
unfortunately for them, were possessed of sufficient means to 
indulge to tho full in what they liked best. And I have seen 
with them those from whom they would have fled in terror and 
disgust could they also have seen them. 

Though the evidence of evil deeds may be hidden from the 
gaze of men it cannot be hidden from spirits. In the course 
of my career as a professional nurse, I was at one time engaged 
to attond tho wife of a lawyer who was, apparently, in affluent 
circumstances, He was a man of marked ability and strong 
character. In the town in which he lived he was much 
respected and. implicitly trusted. But when I first met him I 
knew that he had done things, or thought things, which 
rendered him a prey to evil spirits, for I could see them with 
him. Ho was a very reserved man. By the members of his 
household his usually abstracted, and occasionally distracted, 
air was attributed to overwork and pressure of business, for ho 
had a very large practico, 

Ho kept a little terrier. One night the dog started howling 
dismally. Everybody knows the superstition, as it is commonly 
called, which, especially when there is sickness in the household, 
interprete the howling of a dog as a sign of impending death. 
My patient was much upset by it. Intent on quieting the 
dog, I hastened from tho bedroom to the library from whence 
the disturbance came, 

Tho dog stood backed against a wall, its legs stiffly braced, 
tho hair about its nock bristling, its eyes wildly staring. I had 
made no noise on entering the thickly carpeted room, and 
tho lawyer seemed unaware of my presence. He was pacing 
the floor, muttering to himself, “I cannot stand this any 
longer; there is only one way out of it.” There were others 
in the room, I don't think he saw them, but I am sure his 
dog did, just as I did, and it was the sight of them which 
caused him to emit howls of terror, They were spirits, dark- 
hued and evil of inion, Me they ignored, keeping their gaze 
fixed on the lawyer, giving vent to mocking laughter and 
gosticulating dorisively at him, I snatched up the terrier, 
which immediately ceased its cries, “and slipped out of tho 
room, 

I was tho first to onter it next morning. 
dead, On the desk, littered with papers, on which his head 
had fallen, was an empty phial. Its contents had provided him 
with what he, poor misguided, erring man, regarded as " the 
only way out of it.” Investigation of his affairs disclosed that 
ho had misappropriated large sums of money entrusted to him 
by clients and had lost them in speculation, His poor wifo 


The lawyer was 
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survived him only three months. As she expressed it, she M 
nothing left to live for." 

Those spirits whom I had seen gloating over her hushana 
had, very likely, by impressing their evil thoughts upon bin 
lured him to destruction. But his was the responsibility fj 
making himself receptive to their influence by disregarding 
the voice of conscience and stepping aside from the path o 
rectitude. He chose the wrong when he had the power t; 
choose the right. 

The influence which evil, or demoniacal, spirits may exercis 
over human beings is not a pleasant one to dwell upon, Bat 
it exists. It is a stupendous fact. It should be recognised and 
guarded against. 

As regards friends and associates in this world, our rang 
of choice is often exceedingly limited by circumstances, environ- 
ment, caste distinctions and social conventions. No such m. 
strictions are imposed upon our choice of companions from thy 
other world. We can have the friendship and help of Angels 
Or we can accept the guidance of those who will strive to mak 
us evil like unto themselves. Few people wittingly choose the 
latter, but certainly many unwittingly do so. 

Rank, wealth, worldly position, lowly toil, poverty or 
obscurity count for nothing in determining whether good spirits 
or evil spirits shall exercise the greater influence over us 
Often have I seen an Angel prompting, guiding some puer 
woman who, while struggling heroically against dire poverty 
was striving still harder to “hearken unto God.” And often, 
too, have I seen debased spirits with a richly-clad, purse-proud, 
worldly-minded, vain and selfish “lady” who would bam 
deemed herself contaminated by contact with the woman who, 
unawares, had an Angel for her guest. 

As a man thinketh so he is." As a man thinketh so, too, 
are his attendant spirits. By his thoughts he determina 
whether they be good or bad; whether they be those who wil 
help make him better, or those who will do their best to male 
him worse. 

Scientists tell us that one who gives way to violent passion 
distils actual poison which can be detected by chemical analysis 
of his perspiratory excretions. By yielding to furious anger 
he attracts to himself evil spirits and subjects himself to their 
malign influence. That may have far graver consequences for 
his soul than his sel f. produced poison may have on his physical 
being. The presence of these malevolent spirits cannot be 
detected by chemical analysis, or any instrument which science 
has yet devised, but by the psychic sight, if sufticiently acute, 
they are clearly discerned, So, also, is the change in the aur 
which results from abandonment to gusts of temper. That 
must be visible to spirits. Perhaps it is that which reveals to 
those discarnate beings whose delight it is to work evil that 
another victim has, temporarily at least, laid himself open to 


their attacks. And they are quick as thought to take advan- 


tage of it. 
When one yields himself to the promptings of his better 


nature—that within him which is divine and hungers and 
thirsts after righteousness—his aura correspondingly changes, 
reflecting his aspirations. He attracts those bright spirits 
whom I call Angels, who are ever watching for opportunities to 
help us get nearer to God. 

Several persons who have read what I have written in 
Lian about Angel Ministry have told me they ardently wished 
they could see Angels as I do, and have asked me how they 
could develop the power. Alas, I am unable to tell them, I 
do not know. It simply “came” to me long before I had heard 
or read anything about psychic development. 

It is a precious privilege to be able to see Angels. But still 
to bo desired is the power to become con- 
That, I believe, can be 
It is not dependent on 


more—much more 
scious recipients of Angel Ministry. 
acquired by all who devoutly seek it. 
the possession of clairvoyance or clairaudience. No attendance 
at circles or séances is necessary to obtain it. What is neces 
sary is the attainment of that state of mind in which one feels 
impelled to "sing a glad song unto the Lord.” It is usually 
termed "going into the silence.” I should prefer to call it 
“going into the House of the Lord.” It is, I think, what is 
meant by the phrase as used in that wonderful twenty-third 
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For verily it is the soul's holy of holies. Before it can 
ip entered, every vestige of selfish and discordant thoughts 
gast be got ridof. How? By entertaining good thoughts— 
y bringing to mind things for which one needs must feel grate- 
jul to God. That should not be difficult for any true Spirit- 
glist. The absolute assurance of survival after death that has 
jen obtained through Spiritualism, and the certain knowledge 
that the loved ones over there” are mindful of him and love 
him still, should fill his heart with a deep sense of gratitude. 
&much has God bestowed on us here that he must be spirit- 
willy benighted indeed who, even in these days that try men's 
suls, cannot find something— many things— for which to thank 
God. 

Angels will help him. By believing that—by realising it— 
trance to the “ House of the Lord” will be made easy for 
him. Angels will enter with him. To the extent of his 
upscity tc receive them they will impart to him those spiritual 
truths which can be apprehended by the spiritual understand- 
ing alone, and which will give him a deeper, firmer trust in the 
All Father and His infinite love, and will bring to his soul 
something of that “peace of God which passeth all under- 
sanding.” To experience that, even in a small measure, is 
worth far more than the acquirement of any psychic power 
known to psychie science. 

I believe that many Spiritualists who are seeking to develop 
psychic faculties would find much less difficulty in acquiring 
what they desire if they would, in this way, seek first “the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness.” Then might they 
rulise that all these things shall be added unto you." 

For this reason I am glad to be able to testify to the value 

of the meetings for devotional contemplation that precede Mr. 
W. J. Vanstone’s "Thursday afternoon lectures in the rooms of 
the Spiritualist Alliance. "There, at such times, do Angels 
gather, too. Their great work on earth is to help us progress 
spiritually, whatever form of religion we may profess. 
: Alas, it is little we hear of Angels from pulpits in these sad 
limes, For the most part they seem to have been " explained 
Away" by modern theology. They will have to be reinstated 
before the churches will be able to give the people what their 
hearts hunger for. Not from preachers but from poets do we 
lara of them meanwhile. Listen to this :— 


Our Angels go with us the whole of the way 

That we travel to God in our garments of clay, 

And their hands are in ours, and our hearts are aglow 

With the vision of Him they prefigure below ; 

Till we pass through the portals of death, and we find 

They have compassed our feet from before and behind. 


It is by Miss E. M. Holden, who has written much that is 
beautiful and inspiring about Angels. I extract it from a little 
book of poems by her entitled “ By Shakespeare’s Shrine,” 
now being sold on behalf of war-victims. 


CHILDHOOD AND REINCARNATION, 


In the new composite work entitled “Immortality,” one of 
the writers, Miss Lily Dougall (author of “Pro Christo et 
Keclosia "), deals thus with the above subject :— 


A final difficulty concerning reincarnation is little touched 
upon by its advocates, that is, that it makes childhood, which 
appears so beautiful and so holy as the beginning of a virgin 
soul, a gigantic lie, merely a part of nature's protective mimicry 
intended to deceive parontal love and human reverence, the 
greatest of the illusions of sense, It is hard to conceive how 
any mother can look into the dawning intelligence of her 
child's eyes and be satisfied to believe that in innumerable past 
lives that same soul has gone through experience savage and 
civilised, has probably been in turn harlot or rake, victim or 
tyrant, wife or warrior, layman or priest, and perhaps all these 
a hundred timos. If wo take tho beauty of that story of Jesus 
Christ setting a little child in the midst of His disciples and 
telling them that to bocomo “like this little child” is to find the 
door of the heavenly kingdom, we shall realise how for us the 
whole beauty and point of the scene vanish if we think of the 
soul of that child as already an aged Pilgrim, scarred and 
seamed by evil 1 only innocent in the sense in which 

the senile are innocent when memory entirely fails, 
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A VOICE FROM THE CHURCH. 
Tue Rev. R. J. oiim Point or View. 


The Rev. R. J. Campbell has an article in the Christmas 
Fhe Church Family Newspaper” on “ 
tion with the Dead,” 


number of Communica- 


The claim of many to have won througli 
Spiritualism an indefeasible assurance that those whom they 
mourned as dead still live and still care for them,and to havé 
found in that assurance a spiritual stimulus as well as a remedy 
for hopeless grief, may, he freely admits, be accepted at its face 
value without cavil or scorn. 


Nor is it of any use for outsiders to deny the reality of the 
experiences thus indicated. The time for that sort of thing 
has gone past. Clairvoyance, clairaudience, levitation, the 
materialisation of spirit forms—all these, and many more that 
might be named, are facts attested by trained expert scientific 
observers. . . Men like Sir William Crookes, President 
of the Royal Society, the late Alfred Russel Wallace, Sir Oliver 
Lodge, and Sir William Barrett are not men whose testimony 
on this or any other subject is to be lightly discounted. The 
two last-named have been intimate personal friends of the 
writer for many years; both are scientists of repute, both 
Fellows of the Royal Society; both have devoted half a lifetime 
to Psychical Research; and both are fully convinced, as all 
the world knows, that the survival of personality after the 
shock of physical dissolution has been fully demonstrated. In 
fact, it may be safely asserted that no person who has ever 
taken the trouble to familiarise himself with the facts collected 
by the Society for Psychical Research during the last thirty 
years or more would be prepared to deny the genuineness of the 
phenomena upon which Spiritualism is based, whatever inter- 
pretation they may choose to give of those phenomena, 


The Church, as such, has never denied the phenomena; its 
attitude is not that of denial but of warning. Mr. Campbell 
quotes with approval the late Monsignor Benson's exposition 
of the reasons governing authoritative Roman Catholie prac- 
tice regarding communication with the dead. Greater experi- 
ence and independence of judgment might have modified the 
following sweeping conclusions :— 


Nine people in ten who go to professional mediums in search 
of solace for love bereaved are unaware of the disappointments 
and deceptions that may await them, not always the medium’s 
fault by any means, They are entering a region of uncertain- 
ties, bewildering mystifications, baffling and mysterious hin- 
drances. It would seem probable that the plane nearest to 
our own in the world of extra-physical relations is peopled by 
spirits of a comparatively low order—earth-bound, as they are 
often described—and these delight in impersonating others, in 
lying and tricking, and sometimes in placing sinister tempta- 
tions in the way of those who have dealings with them, A fact 
that needs to be impressed upon the modern mind is that 
demon possession is not a phenomenon of New Testament times 
alone, but takes place now with dire effects; it is madness to 
throw one’s being open to the influx of occult forces on the bare 
assumption that they may be good. 


A centre is infinitely small, practically nothing apart 
from a circle, A finite self would be equally nothing apart 
from the Infinite. 

Tue Reeviation or Lire,—As Archdeacon Wilberforce 
has said,“ All actions have their origin in mind.“ All inven- 
All experiences 
are within the choice and the determination of the spiritual 


tions are simply the result of mental vision, 
man—of his higher self, which is dwelling in the ethereal realm 
even while by his denser body he is still tethered to the physical 
world, One may, indeed, almost absolutely determine a day 
before it begins. All its wants and its groupings of people and 
incidents will be coloured and controlled by the quality of 
thought brought to bear upon the panorama, and the degree of 
refinement and elevation of thought depends, first of all, upon 
prayer, and largely upon tho quality of reading and general in- 
terests, v Every man," says Dr. Wilberforce, “capable of 
recognising the paralysing power of flosh over spirit the, numb- 
ing influence of habits formed in the normal tenour of human 
life, will acknowledge the value of a recurring authoritative 
appeal to the heart and conscience, which invigorates the will, 


purifies the aspirations, and clovates the aim and scope of life," 
Liban Wurriso, 
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1917: A RETROSPECT. 


Our glance behind must needs be brief and general. We 
are, indeed, not fond of looking backwards, except in 
reposeful moments, for the contemplation of some pleasant 


picture painted by memory, or, perhaps, to gain some hint 
that may illuminate the present, 

The year has still some few days to run, so that our 
survey cannot be quite complete. If it were a matter of 
details we should perforce have to wait. But looking at 
things "in the large," we can safely take account of 
developments and tendencies, without fear that a few days 
will radically alter the general aspect. 


During 1917 the progress of our movement marked 
fresh and definite stages, under the influence of that great 
testing of the nntions which grows all the time in severity, 
The problem of death and its meaning emerged more starkly 
and insistently than ever. It brought in as inquirers and 
students many of the most intelligent observers of our 
subject, as well as thousands who had never thought about 
the matter at all until it was brought home to them 
by personal bereavement. They found it a vastly more 
important movement than they had ever thought possible. 
They discovered that instead of a small horde of super- 
stitious people whose sole concern was with table-rappings 
and "weird manifestations," Spiritunlism represented the 
beginnings of a great science and philosophy, numbering 
many persons whose names command respect in other 
departments of activity. ‘That was the first lesson ; they 
learned that they had been woefully misled by those they 
had looked up to as authorities, whether in the Pulpit 
or Press or on the Platform. 


That lesson had a personal 
as well as a general application. 


It pointed the moral of 
Self-Reliance and the necessity of seeing things for oneself 
instead of relying on the judgments of others. And it 
applied fully as much to those within the movement as to 
those without, The Great Revelation is the opening of a 
mighty Doorway, but it is nota final Goal, It is a fresh 
light on life, but it is not the Great Illumination. That 
belongs to the Spiritual and not to the Psychic order of 
things. This is a view which has of late been forced upon 
many of us more strongly than ever during the year about 
to close, and thus marks one of the developments on the 
inside of our subject. 
time to come, 


It will last us as a text for a long 
Until it is thoroughly realised there will 
still he room for much criticism, not wholly uninformed, 
concerning those who mistake supernormal powers for moral 
and spiritual qualities. 
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Nevertheless, a great advance has been made 


Many 
become 
The dividing 

lines between those who pursue Spiritualism religiously 
J, 


things that were before cloudy and indistinct have 


definite, showing themselves in clearer outline, 


scientifically, or philosophically have become clearer, and 
there is less confusion of thought regarding central issues, 

A great deal of good work has been done in all three 
departments of the subject, 
to the light, but it 
thought of the time, 


Much of it has not yet coms 
has all reacted beneficially on the 
To day the old Materialism is very 
clearly on its last legs. Its incursions into the daylight 
have revealed its defects of intelligence in a way that ha 
covered some of its protagonists with ridicule, 1917 gave 
us some examples of this that no preceding year hu 
equalled. And in no previous year, we think, have so many 
persons investigated our subject, moved not so much by 
propagandist efforts as by vacuous and ignorant criticism 
implying the intellectual bankruptcy of the old order, Fy 
the signs of a bad case are quickly discernible, especially 
when it is fought in such a fierce light as that which noy 
beats on the opposing sides, 

We could easily have filled this space with a record d 
the notable events and distinguished names which hum 
signalised the activities of Spiritualism during the year 
under review. But these will be still fresh in the mindi 
These things have made the year a memorable 
one, and although on the material side of things it hu 
been a day of clouds and thick darkness, we have every 
reason for satisfaction with the progress made all along 
the line. In the great night which has fallen upon the 
earth we have been able to show lights in the gloom, 
Few of us may survive to see (from this side at least) the 
port to which our movement ploughs on through the wave 
racked Hebrides of these bitter days. Meantime we holi 
on our way; our sailing directions are clear, With 
Rudyard Kipling we can say :— 


of readers. 


Be well assured, though in our power 
Is nothing left to give 

But time and place to meet the hour, 
And leave to strive to live, 

Till these dissolve our Order holds, 
Our Service binds us here. 

Then, welcome Fate's discourtesy 
Whereby it is made clear 

How in all times of our distress, 
And our deliverance too, 

The Game is more than the player of the game, , 
And the Ship is more than the crew! 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From "Lisur" or December 31st, 1887.) 


The year now closing has seen perhaps as near an approach 
to a bloody revolution in the metropolis of this country » 
this generation has witnessed. Long continued distress among 
a large section of the community patiently borne and with 
little outward show of complaint—for our peasant and ou 
artisan are, as a rule, patient and self-respecting—has bwn 
utilised by designing men for purposes of their own. 


From the leader, by“ M.A. (Oxox)" 


Tho "New Age” has for its Christmas novelty a ghost 
story by Mr. Eglinton [the then famous modium]. It is not 


often that a man writes on a subject about which he knows» 
much. 


— From “ Jottings.” 


Horn on, ho 


pe hard in tl l : 
That's spirit, 1e subtlo thing 


— BROWNING: 


SCIENTIFIC. EXPLORATION OF THE 
BORDERLAND. 


By “ Ewrna” (SAN Francisco), 


In Ligur of August 4th (page 243), under the heading 
Felentists Arrive at the Borders of the Infinite,” I quoted at 
sme length the conclusions of modern physicists that matter 
(wen electricity) has been proved to be discontinuous, thus 
aling for (4) a non-atomic or etheric body to connect and 
mise the atomic dots that supply the illusion of solidity to 
the human organism through which it is functioning, and (4) 
asimilar substructure of the Universe under all the diverse 
phenomena as a suitable habitat or environment for the con- 
tinuous growth and development of these non-atomic etheric 
(religion would catalogue them as spiritual) bodies after they 
lave been liberated by the processes of evolution from the 
itomic vehicles kindly supplied by Nature for specialisation 
ind development in this lower order of vibration. 

The physicists are becoming dualists. But the popular 
mind, unacquainted with the rapid advances of Science, is 
ilmost offended at the suggestion of the discontinuity of 
matter, little realising that it has advanced from the realm of 
speculation to a solid basis proven and accepted by the 
greatest physicists now living. 

The man in the street was not ready to admit that different 
wpects of matter could occupy the same space at the same 
time, much less admit that the atoms could be so far apart 
that a lower order of vibration could exist within a ratio so 
much higher that they not only do not conflict but can be 
apparently independent and unconscious of each other's 
existence, 

The atomic theory was the only one that covered all the 
facts, but there was always one open factor—the absolute 
proof was wanting, Yet the physicists were so well satisfied 
with the atomic hypothesis that they have for years accepted it 
48 fully established. 

Hence we read in Jevons's “ Principles of Science” :— 

There might be here and now passing through us and this 
world some planet invisible to us, with mountains and oceans, 
rivers, lakes, cities and inhabitants, and we not know anything 
of it at all. 

And to quote the eminent Dr. Carl du Prel :— 


The beyond is only the Beyond of our senses ; it is the un- 
known Here. The line of division is not drawn spatially, but by 
the threshold of sensibility. The two worlds are not adjacent, 
but within one another, and existence in the Beyond does not 
follow existence here, but is contemporaneous with it. 


Professor Dolbear, Professor of Physies of Tuft's College 


(Massachusetts), author of the text-book, “ Matter, Ether and 
Motion,” goes into further details, thus :— 


If the earth moves through the ether, not disturbing it in 
any appreciable degree, is it not conclusive that all the pheno- 
ména of our physical life are moving among the phenomena 
of ethereal life, not displacing or interfering with it, and 
that thus all about us is this finer Universe, unperceived except 
where some development of the spiritual powers perceives it 
by means of that finer sight and hearing of the psychic senses? 

Thé discovery by Röntgen of the X-rays, Marconi's dis- 
covery of the possibilities of wireless telegraphy, Tesla's dis- 
covery of atmospheric currents—all these constitute a group of 
new insights into Nature which are of the utmost importance— 
‘hot only in revealing potent resources hitherto undiscerned, but 
us indicative of the progress of humanity in conquering new 
territory in the unseen. 


Dolbear continues :— 


What is the nature of the spiritual world ? The answer 
sooms to be that it is a world corresponding to this, only of 
higher potencies, All the present life of humanity is twofold, 
and is lived partly in both worlds—the seen and the unseen. 
Tolopathy—now scientifically recognised as a mode of communi- 
cation as real as telegraphy—is a method of the unseen 
universo. Wireless telegraphy belongs to that realm. Just as 
rapidly as tho power of the spiritual man develops and demands 
mothods of life portaining to the spiritual world these methods 
aro ovolved. 

Other scientists could bo similarly quoted, but the above 
will be sufficient to showehow the physicists have abandoned 
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monism and have become dualists, True, pure reason formed 
the atomic theory as the only one explaining all the phenomena 
of life, but there has always been lacking the keystone of the 
arch—viz., the physical proof—and the masses held back. 

But note the dawn of the twentieth century. Professor 
Dolbear's affirmation that "as rapidly as the power of the 
spiritual man develops and demands the methods of life per- 
taining to the spiritual world, these methods are evolved,” has 
been verified. The University of Chicago gives the world the 
proofs. Professor Milliken, its Professor of Physics, announces 
to the world the greatest achievement physics has ever known 
—the isolation and measurement of an electron—thus proving 
the discontinuity of matter and the determination of many of 
its properties. Even electricity is found atomic in structure, 
“the atoms in front being pushed by those behind.” 

With absorbing interest I heard Professor Milliken tell a 


large audience at the University of California of his researches, 
and I now have his book on “The Electron” fresh from the 
University of Chicago Press. Iam profoundly moved by the 
prophetic vision of men like Jevons, Dolbear and others, who 
could anticipate Milliken's work by arriving through processes 
of pure reason at the stupendous facts that his researches have 
now demonstrated, 

To the questioner, the man in the street and the passing 
multitude, let it be now said the proofs are in hand, that they 
are not merely demonstrated by a single fact or a few facts, but 
are established by hundreds of carefully recorded experiments. 

In my previous article I hesitated to give some of the most 
interesting and conclusive of Professor Milliken’s observations, 
fearing to trust to my memory of the same, but with his book 
before me, I can now quote him accurately. For instance, to 
give us an idea of the wonders of Nature and how infinitely 
small an electron is, he says :— 


It is by such direct experiments as these that the electronic 
constituents of atoms are found to be as small in comparison 
with the dimensions of the atomic systems as are the sun and 
planets in comparison with the dimensions of the solar system. 


Again, in the same vein, he says :— 


The number of electrons contained in the quantity of elec- 
tricity which courses every second through a common sixteen- 
candle power electric lamp filament is so large that if all the two- 
and-a-half million inhabitants of Chicago were to begin to count 
out these electrons and were to keep on counting them at the 
rate of two a second, and if no one of them were ever to stop to 
eat, sleep, or die, it would take them just twenty thousand 
years to finish the task. 


At this point the doubter is liable to ask if the electrons 
can be accurately counted. To this he replies (p. 71): “There 
is not a whit more uncertainty about this count than there is in 
counting one’s own fingers and toes.” 

And this brings another interesting consideration—viz., 
one of the methods by which these astonishing and epoch- 
making results were achieved. In dealing with “the smallest thing 
in the world,” it became necessary to evolve instruments of re- 
finement heretofore unknown, for the electron had to be weighed 
and measured. On p. 101 our author tells of the electrical 
balance evolved for this work that “will weigh accurately and 
easily to one-ten-billionth of a milligram,” a fact which will be 
more fully appreciated when it is remembered that a milligram 
is about ono-thirty-thousandth of an ounce, In a word, the 
Chicago physicists are measuring accurately “ bodies so small 
as not to be visible at all to the naked eye” (p. 102), the “method 
being quite independent of the nature of the body or of the 
medium in which if is immersed.” 

But the materialist finds his Waterloo on p. 191, There is 
ever coming back to the materialistic mind the troublesome 
question, “Must not the existence of two worlds in the same 
space at the same time be opposed by the sane and sound 
physicist ?" Let us hear the answer to this question by Pro- 
fessor Milliken, the last word in physics demonstrated beyond 


peradventure of a doubt by the crowning achievement of science, 
the isolation and measurement of the electron. 


He says :— 


The notion that an atom can appropriate to itself all the 
space within its boundaries to the exclusion of all others is then 
altogether exploded by these experiments. A particular atom 


SCIT. wv > g 


414 


can certainly occupy the same space at the same time as any 
other atom if it is only endowed with sufficient kinetic energy, 

This gives us a better grasp of Dolbear's declaration above 
in which he refers to the phenomena of our physical life as 
" moving among the phenomena of ethereal life, not displacing 
or interfering with it 

The above throws illuminating rays on the address of Sir 
William Crookes of some fifteen years ago in which he graded 
matter according to the (repre- 
sented by a pendulum beating seconds in the air) to 
9,000,000,000,000,000,000 per second (the radium rays), the 
latter boing so subtle as to transcend physical limitations, pass- 
ing through all solids. Sir William naively says that the higher 
vibrations may be at "the threshold of the wonders of the 
It seems to me that in 


vibrations from one 


unseen universe, and continues: 
these rays we may have a possible mode of transmitting intelli- 
gence which, with a few reasonable postulates, may supply a key 
to much that is obscure in psychical research." 

As illustrating the accuracy of the work of the physicists 
of the Chicago University, Professor Milliken gives a table 
(page 74) to show how infallibly the atomic structure of elec- 
tricity follows from their experiments, adding— 

No more exact or more consistent multiple relationship is 
found in the data which chemists have amassed on the combin- 
ing powers of the elements and on which the atomic theory of 
matter rests than is found in the foregoing numbers. 

In a word, modern science is not only invading the infinite 
by disclosing the etheric (spiritual) body and the etheric 
(spiritual) universe in which it functions but is locating it, and 
not in remote space but all about us—here and now "in the 
same space at the same time.” We are in both worlds at the 
same time, commonly sensing but one—the lower order that 
corresponds to our vibrations and our vibratory senses. We 
are in heaven all the time, but unconscious of our regal heritage 
except in rare moments when the veil is lifted and the soul 
gets a fleeting vision of the eternal verities that lie all about 
us. Tennyson has referred to God as néarer than hands and 
feet, and the physicists are now completing the picture. 


THE LATER ASOP. 


JUPITER AND THE SCEPTIC. 


A Sceptic who doubted the existence of the Gods once 
supplicated Jupiter to give him some Sign whereby he might be 
assured of their existence. So great was his unbelief that even 
when the God answered him out of a cloud he persuaded him- 
self it might be only the working of his own Fancy. Neverthe- 
less, in reply to Jove's question as to what he desired, he begged 
that a tree might be uprooted by some unseen agency. And 
later there came a great gale, which tore from the ground a 
mighty Oak. But the Sceptic was still unsatisfied, for (said 
he)“ after all, it was only the Wind.” So he begged to be shown 
another Phenomenon—namely, that fire should come out of the 
ground. Soon afterwards a mighty eruption took place from a 
Volcanic Mountain, which the Sceptic was near enough to 
behold. Yet he was still discontented. There was nothing 
wonderful, he said, in a Volcano, But being persistent, he 
prayed again, this time asking to be shown some great body 
suspended in space and upheld by nothing. Even as his peti- 
tion finished, the moon rose over the hills, as fora sign. “ True, 
it rests on nothing,” he grumbled, as he watched it poised in the 
heavens, but it is only the moon.” 

And thereupon there came a great clap of thunder from 
Olympus, following a flash of lightning which blinded 
the eyes of the Sceptic. And the Father of the Gods spoke 
from a cloud once more, saying, Presumptuous wretch, if 
thou canst see nothing wonderful in the works of Nature thine 
eyes are useless to thee.” And the Sceptic, now become a 


Believer, wandered sightless all his days. ^d 


Reapina Society Bazaar.—Mrs. Street reports that the 
society benefited to the extent of £40 by the recent sale of 
work, 
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1918: THE REVELATION of 


SPIRITUALISM. 
By Henry Fox. 


The new year 1918 will inherit a great revelation. 
revelation of Spiritualism up to date. Amidst the horrors a 
the gloom of the great world war there is to be seen a be. 
sun arising above all the darkness and fog and chill of the M 
year. 

It is the dawn of the new revelation of the oldest tmy 
about all the inhabitants of this little globular dot in the m 
verse which we call the earth. 

This ancient truth now arising afresh in men's hearts is th, 
here and now: and thy 
As such he, 


—that man is a "spiritual being” 

he never was and never will be anything else. 

gradually re-acquiring a new consciousness. It is a conscio. 
ness that lifts him above all the present limits of his five ve 
limited senses; for it is a consciousness of the growth with 
him of the universal spirit of life—the source of no evil thing 
in heaven or earth, but the source of all that is good and ty 
and happy. 

Man is learning old truths in modern times. It is li 
Renaissance in every department of human life: in science, i 
politics and in all the arts of war and peace. And ital 
comes from the growing conviction which Spiritualism in it 
more cultured forms has forced on the attention of our mode 
intelligence—that man, as a spiritual being," is capable d 
infinite development, and lives on this earth in his physicd 
form only as one stage in his progress upwards and onward; 
towards the infinite. Why this stage was necessary for liy 
higher evolution is the great secret mystery of his existence, 

Why evil is so rampant and whence comes it all is only 
part of the same problem. But to those who know something 
of the new revelation, this secret ceases to have much interest, 
The world of evil for them is gradually disappearing and losing 
its hold on their thoughts and conduct: even amidst the 
horrors and abominations of this present ghastly outbreak d 
human ferocity they know that nothing outside themselves can 
injure their real selves. 

“Shall we win this war?“ is a question which loses much d 
its interest for those who see in this war the inevitable result 
of a materialistic civilisation in both victors and vanquished. 
The question of real interest is whether England and her Allis 
will enlist on their side and in a good cause the all-powerfil 
spiritual forces Which move the visible world." If they do- 
then no amount of German hosts can defeat them, If the 
do not - then it leaves the issue to the forces of evil on both 
sides, and on these lines the chances are in Germany's favour 

Thus the teaching of Spiritualism and of all other formsd 
spiritual religion have a most practical bearing on the issie 
of this war. 

If the new year sees a “ conscription” of human souls to 
“ the true front," as General Smuts calls it—" the soul of the 
nation "—then it stands to reason and to common sense ths 
the peoples which believe in the higher forces of their natum 
as spiritual beings must inevitably conquer those who bellen 
in nothing but brute force: for Spiritualism has proved tht 
control of physical laws by the laws of the spiritual world, 
The materialistic amongst the Allies will perhaps scoff at this 
saying “ We will keep our powder dry," but Spiritualists wil 
both keep their powder dry and also keep their hearts and soul 
“in tune with the Infinite.” 

The faith of all Spiritualists is built on the ultimate spiritual 
foundation of all human nature. Death will be no disaster 
to them. As the author of the ancient Sanskrit poem known 
as the Bhagavad Gita says :— 


" 


‘ 


SS mwer en a 


Slain —thou wilt obtain heaven; 

Victorious—thou wilt enjoy the earth: 

Therefore—stand up, O Son of Kunti, 
Resolute to fight. 

With such a spirit as this within them the Allies will be 
unconquerable in a good cause—and the German hosts will 
melt away like the mists of evil before the rising sun: dissolved 
by a new light within them too. 
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This is not a blind faith, but a wide-eyed view of the reality 
d spiritual powers, available for every man who believes in 
jem and in himself as a human dynamo, capable of generat- 
ing the spiritual force which rules the world of matter, as 
arely and as effectually as any dynamo can and does generate 
the force and power of the electric current. The force of evil 
jas before now proved to be powerless against the force of 

—for the one is of the earth earthy,” and the other is 
the power of the Infinite Spirit of Life in whom we live and 
more and have our being. 

If the new year, 1918, brings home to us the real meaning 
of this war and the real means of winning through to victory, 
itwill be worth to us millions of “ man power” and thousands 
of millions of gold: for gold cannot buy the happiness and 
wntentment of the human race. 

Spiritualists should be prepared, at any moment, to send 
strong reinforcements to the true front—"' The Soul of the 
Nation," 


AUTOMATIC WRITING: A NOTEWORTHY 
EXPERIMENT. 


By tHe Rey. CHARLES L. TWEEDALE. 


As many of the readers of this paper are aware, it has been my 
good fortune to have had experience of almost the whole range of 
pychic phenomena in my own house during the last few years: 
Isay “almost,” for automatic writing has, up to a few days 
ago, been the exception. On December 5th my wife informed me 
m awakening that she had dreamed during the night that 
sofeone came to her and told her that we must sit with the 
lanchette and we would get messages. I have a great respect 
for my wife's dreams, many of them having in the past been 
tvellous prophetic forecasts of coming events. As, for in- 
tance, her dream forecasting minutely all the details of the 
toplane race around the British Isles and placed on record by 
@ at the office of Lion and elsewhere ten days before the 
vont, all of which was accurately fulfilled to the letter, a vision 
f the Wreck of the aeroplane being seen here at the moment 
Of its fall into the sea off the coast of Ireland; for a full ac- 
wount of which I refer readers to Laur of that period, As 
e bad tried the planchette before periodically during the last 
ight years and got practically nothing, I did not take any im- 
diate action, but towards evening the matter coming to mind 
resolved to try again. We got out the planchette and sat 
down to it. Almost immediately it began to move in such a 
manner as I had never seen it do before. Soon it swung 
und and round in long, sweeping curves, then began to write 
hort words as "good," “yes,” “no,” Ke. By this time my 
daughters had gathered round the table, all excited, and were 
watching the proceedings. I now sat alone at the planchette ; 
not a movement occurred. My wife now held her hand above 
my hands, but not touching them, a space of about two inches 
intervening, I immediately felt the planchette endowed with 
power, and it began to drag my hands with it, until it was 
weeping round in long ovals, making a thick track upon the 
apor. Several times was the experiment repeated, Alone, no 
lovement, but as soon as my wife's hand was held over mine 
Was just like switching on the current to an electro-motor, 
id the planchette started off, dragging my hands with it. It 
bw began to write words for me, and finally wrote the name 
my dear mother, who passed over some years ago. This was 
ine with my wife's hand held over, but not touching, my hand 
the planchette, and with no voluntary movement on my 
rt, Exactly the same experience befell my two daughters, 
one they could get nothing. The instant my wife's hand was 
d above their hands and the planchette, without touching 
m, it started as though endowed with life. Later in the even- 
the pencil wrote several sentences and intelligent messages 
in held passively in my wife's fingers. The notable points 
his experience are (1) the dream communication and (2) the 
that three witnesses in turn felt the imparting of the power 
1 the overshadowing hand of my wife. She noted a cold 
ation on the palm of her hand as though a cold wind was 


‘ing upon it, buf none of those whose hands successively 


dhe planchette could fool anything like this, 


un great work of gonius is to eliminate the unnecessary. 
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DR. ELSIE INGLIS. 


Tue Story or 4 Triumpnant "Gorxa. Forth.” 


High in the magnificent roll of the heroines of the Great 
War will stand in future ages the name of Elsie Maud Inglis, 
M.B., C.M., whose work in France and Serbia in connection 
with the Scottish Women’s Hospitals will ever be gratefully 
remembered in both of singular 
nobility, courage, self-devotion and sympathy, she impressed 
herself in ineffaceable records on the minds of all who knew her 


countries, A character 


or read of her labours, as that wonderful funeral procession in 
Edinburgh on November 29th last is sufficient evidence. All 
the way from the doorof the Cathedral to the Dean Cemetery 
(nearly three miles) the streets were. packed with people. 
Edinburgh, it was said, had never seen such a sight before. 

We are indebted to Miss E. L. Chetham Strode for a copy 
of “The Common Cause " in which the splendid life and work 
of Dr. Elsie Inglis is described in graphic fashion. Our corre- 
spondent marks some passages which we give below. They are 
sufficiently significant. 

We take first a passage from an article by Mrs. A. Flinders 
Petrie, hon. secretary of the London Units of the Scottish 
Women's Hospitals :— 

That last day, it was only as the hours drew on, it is said, 
that she realised her discharge was being given, and that her 
present labours were finished. It does not seem given to many 
before death to perceive the new tasks awaiting them, but the 
doctor was able to talk confidently of the next work she was 
about to undertake. With her the vision was clear, and she 
several times pronounced it wonderful. We are not told more 
than this, but the hopes and beliefs of those who can hope and 
believe seem substantiated in these lively utterances of one who 
was severely truthful in her nature. 


And this from a tribute by “One Who Was With 
Hans 


* What a triumphal Home-coming she had!" wrote one 
friend, and another writes: " How glorious the service was 
yesterday. I don't know if you intended it, but one impres- 
sion was uppermost in my mind, which became more distinct 
after I left, until by evening it stood out clear and strong—the 
note of Victory. I had a curious impression that her spirit 
was there just before it passed on to larger spheres and that it 
was glad. 

The same writer tells how as soon as Dr. Inglis knew that 
her end was near, she, with her wonted decision of character, 
instantly readjusted her whole outlook. “For a long time, 
I meant to live,” she said, "but now I know I am going. 
It is so nice to think of beginning a new job over there! 
But I would like to have finished one or two jobs here 
first.” 

“T asked,” she said, what had happened? Someone said, 
‘Our moorings broke.’ I said, No, a Hand cut them!’” 
Then, after a moment's silence, with an expression in face and 
voice which it is utterly impossible to convey, she added: 
„phat same Hand is cutting my moorings now, and J am going 

forth!" The picture rose before you of an unfettered ship 
going out to the wide sea, and of the great untrammelled, un- 
hindered soul moving majestically onwards, 

There was no fear, no death! How could there be ? 


„For ExawiNEES.— "Your Examination and How to Pass 
It," by Ellis T. Powell, LL. B., D.Sc., justifies its description as 
a manual of "plain and practical guidance based upon a wide 
experience.” The price is 2s, net and it is published by the 
“ Financial News " (for the National Eflicienoy Press, Ltd., 111 
Queen Victoria-street, E.C.), We are not surprised to find that 
Dr. Powell devotes some paragraphs to the question of psychic 
auxiliaries. He faces the subject in so practical a fashion that 
we cannot forbear a quotation: “No man or woman ever 
begins the intellectual struggle without attracting the instant 

sympathy of the discarnate intelligences who fill all the planes 
of life that interpenetrate our own. Some of these will forth- 
with attach themselves to tho struggler. By influencing his or 
her mind they will endeavour to bestow the priceless benison of 
their aid. This is a scientific fact, not a mere visionary conjec- 
turo. . . Whatever tho temperamental characteristics, 


certain it is that our best flashes of insight, our finest intel- 
lectual conquests, nre seldom our own, but come from the 
planes of discarnate activity around,” 
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STUDIES ON IMMORTALITY. 
A TriuMpH OF COLLABORATION 


Immortality: An Discovery, Co-ordinating 


Scientific, Psychical, and Biblical Research " (Macmillan, 7s, 6d, 


Essay in 
net) is a distinctly noteworthy achievement in literary 
collaboration. 
its five authors, Canon Burnet H. Streeter, in the introduction, 
that “intellectual 


operation only achieves its greatest possibilities where its basis 


The secret of its success is hinted at by one of 


where he expresses his conviction co- 
is enthusiasm for a common cause and personal friendship.“ 
Canon Streeter's own contributions deal with “ The Resurrec- 
tion of the Dead” and “The Life of the World to Como.“ 
Progress is, to him, an essential element in our conception of that 
life, He regards as immoral the idea that the future state of the 
soul depends entirely on the state of mind at the actual moment 
of death,and holds that the notion of a material identity 
between the present and the future bodies is one which ought 
to be far more emphatically repudiated by the Church than 
has hitherto 
Prejudgments," Mr. A. 
causes of disbelief in a future life "the strange assertion, 
commonly associated with the Christian faith, that animals have 
Now that faets prove the likeness 
between men and animals, “the contention is obvious that, 


been done. Discussing " Presuppositions and 


Clutton Brock includes among the 


no souls,” a thousand 


since animals have no souls, men can have none either.” 


I cannot believe in any real and universal fellowship unless 
I am ready to strip myself of all status. I cannot believe in a 
real future life so long as I think of it as the privilege of my own 
species, In the long run exclusiveness always shuts out those 
who exclude ; for there is a terrible unconscious sincerity in the 
human mind by which all lies told for comfort or pride revenge 
themselves on the liar, 


It is part of Mr, Brock's " Dream of Heaven“ (he dismisses 
tlie conventional idea of Heaven with its characterless angels 
and saints, as due to a literal interpretation and misunderstand- 
ing of the myths of the artists) that progress in the hereafter 
will partly consist in greater freedom from the tyranny of the 
past—in the sweeping away of all status.“ We shall love 
Shakespeare for himself, not for his reputation, and we shall 
come nearer to loving God also for Himself and not for His 
reputation," 

One of the most interesting and at the same time informa- 
tive articles in the volume is that in which Dr. J. A. Hadfield, 
approaching the subject purely from the standpoint of science, 
points to the tendency of the mind towards independence and 
autonomy as suggesting the possibility of its becoming entirely 
liberated from the body and continuing to exist after its libera- 
tion, Treating of " The Bible and Hell," the Rev. Cyril Wm, 
Emmet makes it clear that the doctrine of hell in the strict 
sense is not to be found in the Bible, Fear of hell, he shows, 
has never beon a deterrent against sin, and our belief in the 
Fatherhood and love of God as revealed by Christ makes tho 
idea of unending torment intolerable, Students of psychical 
science, however, will be chiefly attracted by the three striking 
essays by the author of "Pro Christo et Ecclesia” (Lily 
Dougall) with which the book They are entitled 
respoctively, “Tho [Good and Evil in Spiritualism,” “ Re- 
incarnation and Karma," and “The Undiscovered Country,” 


closes, 


In so far as it is a ronction against the superstition 
that it is wrong to pray for the dead or to believe in 
their followship with tho living, Spiritualism, in this 


Jady's opinion, shows a healthy instinct. But the methods 
employed by Spiritualists to bridge the gulf appear to her to 
bo mistaken and therefore dangerous, Her concluding essay is 
an endeavour to show that assurance concerning the after-life 
can bo attained in other and better ways, Like a recont critic 
in our columns she regards telepathy from the living as usually 
an adequate explanation of veridical messages. It doubtless 
explains some, but, to our mind, such messages as those in 
“Raymond” about the group photograph and the " Honolula” 
song noom to have boon expressly designed to rule out the 
ponsibility of this explanation, It is difficult to seo what 
stronger evidence a communicator gould afford that it was 
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really he who was speaking Howover, tho oriticism i 
, , 18 Bobo 


and thoughtful and hardly so sovore as that to which Q 
d Ih thy 


author subjects the Theosophical doctrines of Roincarnat 
on 


and Karma--tho latter she especially condemns ns basod 
À ^ basod on 


an entirely falso theory. of justico 


Tho book is tho wor 
of cultured and dooply spiritual minds, and is woll worthy of 
the great subject with which it donls, 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 


Theological Objections, 


Srr,—In "' Raymond’ and Survival” (Liane of Down, 
ber 1st, page 878) Sir Oliver Lodge deals very briefly with 
the objections raised by Church opponents of Spiritualism 
on the score of its being diabolic, Sir Oliver is, of eon, 
as a scientific man, more concerned with the soiontifio obje 
tions that are raised, although I think he is fully justi] 
in claiming that the “fruits” of the cult are good, 

However, that is not roally the touchstone that is applic 
willingly by the various churches, who appear to be moro con 
corned with conserving the purity of their special dogmas, In 
fact, tho Roman Catholic Church certainly considers a bi) 
Catholic to be better than a good " heretic,” 

Otherwise it might with some force be represented thail 
Spiritualism is the work of devils, then the devils simply do nj 
know their job! 

Rank materialism has been spreading all over tho civilis] 
world, with Germany as the centre, or hotbed; the church 
hold most diverse views of the condition of man after dall; 
and their teachings at the best have whittled away all functio 
and qualities, until what is left is shadowy and unreal, Thi 
“devils " have thon only to abstain carefully from giving ny 
evidence that man really does survive the catastrophe of oath, 
and the world will go fast enough the way devils presumably 
would wish it to go. For if there is no convinced bolief in 
survival, religion must become a mockery, codes of athiorg 
delusion, and German "kultur," with its frank repudiation of 
all responsibility towards one's fellow creatures, and its clin 
of the right of the strongest, will become the only logical anl 
useful " civilisation,”—Yours, Ko., 

C. KR, BADER (Col), 
l'rance, 


Dark 


Sin,—Miss Irene Toye Warner's letter in Lram of thy 
15th inst, is a timely warning against the above as regal 
injury to eyesight. May I add my testimony to their dungs 
to the entire physical well-being of both medium and sitters I 
have only attended two of the "trumpot" specios, and fott 
physical wreck after one of them, and light-headed and doprossél 
after the second, 

In complete darkness, with little or no fresh air, often int 
small room—are these the conditions for a séance at which wi 
can reasonably expect higher intelligences than thoso on ti 
“borderline " to appear or to speak to us ? That somo from 
higher plane can so return to give proof of identity, 1 um on 
vinced, but, as a rule, most sitters will agreo, the convorsation) 

jokes—nnd general tone of the intelligences are of n mot 
banal doseription, Surely a red lamp would not frust 
phenomena, nor open windows dissipate force, 

If clairvoyance, clairnudionce, impressional speaking L man 
by this the use of the medium's voice by the communicating it 
telligoneo during semi-tranco—and levitation can be produad 
in broad daylight, or by electric light, why must wo continuat 
make tho “enemy to blaspheme" and to donounce ug 
“frauds,” by shrouding trumpet and materialisation mano 
outer darkness P 

Lot us bo normal, and then tho veil between tho sphoroswl 
be withdrawn, as it was in the beautiful legend of tho Gardu 
of Haden. Yours, &oc., 


Seances, 


“ Pax," 


Excuses in the use of all or any faculty is a dangor to tht 
moral being as well as to the physical, , .. Only by a tem 
perate, moderate use of our forcos onn wo become thoir mast 
and make them serve a high and useful purpono,—" Objoctiont 
to Spiritualism Answered,” by H. A. DALLAS, 

To cure n disease is valuablo, to rectify tomperamontal fauli 
after they have brought us into dificultios is of gront import 
ance, but infinitely more valuable and important is a construe 
tive policy that shall render us immune to disease and discount 
in advance any tendencies that aro likely to load us into dili- 
culty in tho future, Wisdom before the ovont is the prico of 
froodom,—"' Manual of Hypnotism,” by H, EnNzsT Huns, 
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